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February  2000 


TO:  Members  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Here  we  are,  about  to  start  a  new  season,  with  a  new  schedule  of  meetings 
for  the  year  2000. 

The  Program  Committee  met  in  January  at  Joan  Woodbury's  house,  and 
we  believe  we  have  scheduled  six  meetings  which  you  will  find  both  educational 
and  entertaining.  Please  note  that  the  first  two  meetings  (  March  and  April)  will 
be  held  on  Friday  evening  this  year,  due  to  scheduling  conflicts  at  the  Dunstable 
Congregational  Church.  The  balance  of  the  meetings  will  be  on  the  first 
Thursdays,  our  usual  meeting  night.  All  meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

Our  organization  is  in  decent  financial  condition,  all  things  considered. 
The  program  committee  works  hard  to  find  the  best  guest  speakers  possible, 
commensurate  with  the  current  status  of  our  bank  book.  Our  treasurer,  George 
Brouillette,  will  give  us  a  brief  finance  report  at  the  March  meeting. 

We  would  love  to  increase  our  active  membership  this  year.  Some  of  you 
folks  on  our  membership  list  have  been  scarce  in  recent  years.  Come  join  us  on 
Friday,  March  1 0th  and  1  think  you'll  be  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  informal 
friendship  you'll  see! 

And  you  "regulars"  -  bring  a  friend!  Bring  two  friends!  We  won't  keep 
you  late  -  most  meetings  are  over  by  9: 15  p.m.,  after  light  refreshments. 

Circle  Friday,  March  10th  on  your  calendar!  Hope  to  see  you  then! 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 
2000  PROGRAMS 

Meetings  7:30  pm  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  113) 
Dues;  Single  $7.00.  F-amily  $10.00.  Guests  $2.00,  Students  tree 


PUFFINS  bv  LINDA  SCHWARTZ 
This  evening’s  slide  show  presentation  will  feature  puffins,  common  terns,  roseate  terns,  artic  terns, 
black  guillemots,  and  laughing  gulls  who  inhabit  Eastern  Egg  Rock  in  Muscungous  Bay,  ME.  This  is  a  7.5 
acre  island  home  to  25  pairs  of  North  Atlantic  puffins  as  well  as  1,500  terns.  For  1 1  years,  Linda  has 
been  a  zoo  keeper  at  Zoo  New  England  and  is  a  published  photographer  in  the  Smithsonian  Guide  to  Zoo 
Animals  as  well  as  several  magazines  and  brochures. 

FRIDAY.  APRIL  7  -  SOCIAL  BEHAVIOR  OF  AMERICAN  CROWS  bv  JUNE  CHAMBERLAIN-AUGER 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  all  those  crows  are  screaming  about?  This  slide  presentation  will  focus  on 
the  social  behavior  of  crows.  June’s  study  of  crows  began  while  at  Tufts  University  Graduate  School.  She 
was  affiliated  with  the  biology  department  at  Tufts  University  for  nearly  10  years  and  is  currently  a 
science  teacher  at  Cape  Cod  Academy  and  has  presented  lectures  for  T ufts  Veterinary  School  and  at  Cape 
Cod’s  National  Seashore. 


THURSDAY.  MAY  4  -  BLUEBIRD  TRAILS  AND  BACKYARD  BLUES  bv  LIL  FILES 

Come  see  the  beautiful  footage  of  these  threatened  birds  and  learn  how  to  start  and  maintain  a  bluebird  trail 
as  well  as  attract  bluebirds  to  your  own  backyard.  Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society,  has  successfully  enticed  bluebirds  Into  her  own 
4/^  backyard  for  over  50  years,  has  lectured  about  bluebirds  for  over  20  years  and  is  known  throughout  New 
England  as  “The  Bluebird  Lady.”  In  addition,  she’ll  display  boxes,  books,  and  sparrow  traps. 


THURSDAY.  SEPTEMBER  7  -  BIRDS.  BUTTERFLIES.  AND  BEYOND  bv  DAVID  SMALL 

This  presentation,  featuring  slides  of  birds,  butterflies,  dragonflies,  and  wildflowers,  will  look  at  the  shift 
of  interest  by  birders  and  others  to  pursue  a  variety  of  natural  history  subjects.  David  is  president  of  the 
Athol  Bird  and  Nature  club,  vice-chair  of  the  Mass.  Association  of  Professional  Foresters,  board  member  of 
the  Millers  River  Watershed  Council  and  North  Quabbin  Landscape  Partnership.  He  is  employed  as  a 
resource  manager  for  the  MDC  Watershed  Division  at  Quabbin  Reservoir. 

THURSDAY.  OCTOBER  5  -  CALL  OF  THE  WILD  bv  KURT  SCHLICHT 

Kurt  Schlicht  of  Burlington,  Is  a  well  known  member  of  this  club  and  his  primary  focus  is  nature 
photography.  He  belongs  to  many  camera  clubs  and  has  earned  numerous  national  and  international  awards 
for  his  stunning  photographs.  Kurt’s  presentation  is  a  two-projector  slide  show  featuring  all  new  photos 
of  his  recent  travels. 


THURSDAY.  NOVEMBER  2  -  SNOWY  OWLS:  FROM  BOSTON  TO  ALASKA  bv  NORMAN  SMITH 

Although  the  tundra  is  their  home,  snowy  owls  are  known  to  migrate  to  southern  locations  during  the  long, 
dark  Arctic  winter.  Little  is  known  about  how,  or  why,  snowy  owls  make  such  long  and  arduous  voyages,  or 
why  they  choose  a  busy  airfield  for  their  temporary  homes.  Norman  Smith  is  published  in  National 
Geographic,  National  Wildlife,  Ranger  Rick,  Yankee,  Massachusetts  Wildlife,  Bird  Observer,  Birding, 
Sanctuary,  Nature,  Grolier  Encyclopedia  and  Owls  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  He  is  currently  Director  of 
the  Blue  Hills  Trailside  Museum  and  Chickatawbut  Hill  Education  Center,  in  Milton,  MA. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

HUGHWIBERG.  PRESIDENT  (978)658-5852  JOAN  WOODBURY.  PROGRAMS  (603)595-0544 

GEORGE  BROUILLETTE.  TREASURER  (9781448-2286  ERIN  COSTELLO.  PUBUCITY  (9781649^99 


February  6, 2000 


Gwen  Newton-Denton 

726  Montgomery  Road 
Westfield,  MA  01085-1090 
413-568-1520 


Ms.  Lillian  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian: 

John  Ivanko  and  Lisa  Kivirist  of  NABS  forwarded  your  name  to  me  in  response  to  my 
email  (copy  follows)  to  them  asking  for  help.  They  said  you  were  an  "amazing  bluebird 
hero"  and  urged  me  to  contact  you.  Do  you  have  some  information  or  direction  along 
the  lines  described  below  and  can  we  talk  by  telephone  sometime?  I  would  greatly 
appreciate  any  thoughts  or  help  you  can  provide. 


Sincerely, 


Gwen  Newton-Denton 


Hello  NABS: 

I  would  like  to  introduce  The  Bluebird  Recovery  Project  of 
Massachusetts.  The  BRP  of  MA  is  a  small,  but  growing  group  here  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state,  and  we  could  use  some  help.  Materials 
promoting  the  cause  (that  we  can  modify  to  fit  our  needs)  such  as  news 
releases,  flyers,  perhaps  a  letter  that  encourages  a  golf  course,  tree 
farm,  etc.  to  participate  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Also,  sketches 
of  bluebirds,  boxes,  predator  baffles,  etc.  that  we  may  copy  and 
distribute  would  be  very  helpful. 

On  the  theme  of  “  know  thy  enemy”,  we  are  looking  for  any  information  on 
the  English  House  Sparrow.  Is  there  someone  collecting  information  about 
this  menace  or  that  has  written  a  book  on  the  subject?  Please  let  us 
know.  There  are  a  lot  of  experiences,  “tricks  of  the  trade”, 
observations,  and  scientific  facts  that,  if  put  to  work,  could  make  a 
big  difference.  There  should  be  a  centralized  resource  or  clearinghouse 
for  this  information. 

We  would  appreciate  any  help  or  materials  you  can  offer.  Please  contact 
me  at  726  Montgomery  Rd.,  Westfield  MA  01085  [413]  568-1520  or  email: 
daltd9@idt.net.  Please  feel  free  to  pass  this  information  on  to  any 
interested  parties. 

Thank  you, 

Gwen  Newton-Denton 
BRP  ofMA 
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A  NEST  BOX  IS  WORTH  WATCHING! 


Open_your  ej/es — andyouryard — to  the  wonders  of  nature,  and  share  this 
adventure  with  your  children  or  grandchildren.  It’s  as  easy  as  I,  2,  3! 

/.  Put  a  4ieAt  J)0^. 

They’re  easy  to  buy — garden,  discount,  and  hardware  stores  sell  them — or  we 
can  show  you  how  to  buildyour  own. 

c2.  WatcU  ifowi  4ie4Aj>  4ftooe  in. 

Remember,  habitat  matters.  Where  you  live  and  where  you  put  upyour  nest 
box  influences  what  kinds  of  birdsyou’ll  have  as  your  neighbors.  Bluebirds, 
for  example,  like  open  fields,  and  Wood  Ducks  prefer  wetlands. 

3.  W^ide(io4AjnwliJC^ 

You’ll  be  amazed  what  our  scientists  are  learning  from  your  simple  observations. 


loin  the  Nest  Box  Network  and  put  the  power 
of  observation  to  work  for  the  birds.  It’s  so  easy,  anybody 
can  do  it. 

^ 

All  it  takes  is  one  box. 

much  tim^  wiU  it  tcJze? 

All  it  takes  is  a  walk  to  your  box  and  a  peek  Inside.  If 
you  have  more  time,  tiy  our  feather  or  calcium  study! 

Your  observations,  great  or  small,  will  help  us  ensure 
the  future  of  cavity-nesting  birds. 


GcM.  iAMide  to(ILuf^  jpn.  mone 

Nest  Box  Network 


Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology*  159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road,  Ithaca,  NY  14850 
I-800-843-BIRD*E-mail:  <cornellbirds@cornell.edu>*Web:  <http://birds.cornell.edu> 
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BLUEBIRD  HOUSES 

Submitted  By  Haleya  Priest  -  Amherst,  MA 

What  is  really  incredible  about  bluebirding  is  that  there 
are  as  many  ways  to  bluebird  as  there  are  bluebirders!  Different 
styles  of  bluebird  boxes  is  but  one  example.  One  bluebirder 
will  swear  by  the  2-holer,  while  another  swears  by  the 
Gilbertson,  another  by  the  Peterson,  and  another  the  slot 
and  then  there  are  the  die  hards  that  stick  with  the  basic  NABS 
design. 

However,  one  doesn’ t  have  to  get  confused  by  all  the 
different  testimonials  over  which  house  is  the  “best”  or  “better”. 
From  the  beginning  of  my  bluebirding  career,  I  heard 
outstanding  testimonials  for  each  box.  Wow.  They  all  sounded 
SO  good.  So,  once  I  started  my  trail  and  had  enough  room, 
began  trying  different  box  styles. 

I  was  amazed  at  the  findings.  The  very  reasons  some 
liked  and  swore  by  one  kind  of  box  turned  out  to  be  a  disaster 
on  my  trail!  And  sometimes  one  style  of  box  turned  out  to  be 
just  the  right  box  for  my  trail. 

Even  still,  one  type  of  box  at  one  site  on  my  trail  might 
not  work  on  another  site  on  my  trail  -  so  I  learned  to  be  flexible 
and  move  different  styles  of  boxes  to  different  sites  on  my  trail 
depending  on  each  site’s  unique  needs.  Interestingly,  many 
bluebirders  stick  to  one  box  and  have  success  throughout  their 
trail  with  only  one  style  of  box! 

There  is  another  factor  I  have  to  consider  when  working 
with  different  boxes  on  my  trial.  That  is  the  love/hate  relationship 
I  have  with  some  of  my  boxes.  For  instance,  take  the  Gilbertson 
PVC  box.  Now  here  is  a  box  I  am  on  my  hands  and  knees  to. 
For  me,  on  my  trail,  and  on  certain  sites,  this  box  has  made  it 
possible  for  many  bluebirds  to  fledge  without  getting  killed  by 
house  sparrows.  I  am  exceedingly  grateful  for  this  box.  But  it’s 
small  size  drives  me  nuts!!!! 

I  worry  so  about  a  big  brood  of  babies  surviving  in  such  a 
cramped  space.  Yet  this  small  inside  diameter  is  but  one  of  the 
miany  reasons  this  box  is  considered  to  be  one  of,  if  not  THE, 
premiere  House  Sparrow  resistant  box.  However,  after  seeing  I 
7  Tree  Swallows  fledge  just  fine  from  a  Gilbertson  taught  me 
that  the  small  size  does  not  seem  to  be  a  factor  to  successful 
fledging.  Still  I  cringe  when  I  think  of  all  those  babies  stuffed 
into  such  a  small  space. 

Conclusion:  try  as  many  boxes  as  you  can  and  find  out 
what  works  best  for  you  and  your  site  or  your  trail.  Over  time 
/ou’ll  come  to  prefer  some  boxes  over  others,  but  you  will 
hopefully  always  experiment  with  new  boxes. 

In  any  event,  if  you  are  newer  to  bluebirding  and  you 
lave  room  for  only  one  box,  think  about  starting  with  the  NABS 
Dox.  They  are  easy  to  build  and  have  all  your  basic  rules  of 
thumb  having  to  do  with  bluebirds:  proper  ventilation  slots,  good 
construction,  easy  to  open,  inside  size  dimensions  good  for 
Diuebirds,  etc. 

From  there,  experiment.  There  are  many  different  styles 
Df  boxes  to  choose  from  including  the  Gilbertson;  the  slot  box; 
;he  2-holer;  the  Springer  Chalet;  the  Bolt  box;  and  many  more 
Doxes  that  are  worthy  of  experimenting  with. 

Even  though  I  prefer  some  boxes  to  others,  it  doesn’t 
mean  the  other  boxes  are  not  “good”:  it  simply  means  those 
coxes  don’t  seem  to  work  on  my  trail  at  this  time.  So  you  can 
see  with  the  example  of  bluebird  houses,  there  are  as  many 
ways  to  bluebird  as  there  are  bluebirders! 


Cabot  St,  Cinema  Theatre 

286  Cabot  St.  Beverly,  HIA  01915 


If est  Juagic  Show  in  the  World.’’ 

— ^Headfine  to  article  bv  Bob  Wvm 


article  by  Bob  Wyas 
Yankee  magazine,  Dublin,  N.H. 


blue  pigment 
in  Bluebirds.  The  color  is 
Icaused  by  the  scattering  of 
llight  due  to  the  make-up  of 
the  feathers.  The  intensity 
1  of  blue  depends  upon  the 
angle  of  sunlight 
I  illuminating  the  feathers. 
The  birds  may  look  a 
I  deeper  blue  at  mid-day  in 
the  full  sun  or  not  so  blue 
on  a  cloudy  day.  In  a  sense 
the  color  is  an  optical 
illusion. 


BIRDS  IN  THE  GARDEN 

Eastern  Bluebird 
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24  Horticulture 


October  1991 


Gerald  S.  Pattee 
INSIDE/OUTSIDE 

PO  Box  151,  Auburn,  MA  01501 
(508)  832-3721  -  e-mail:  jenypatte@aol.com 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Tuesday,  February  22,  2000 


Dear  Lillian: 

Just  a  quick  note  to  see  how  things  are  going  .  I  know  you  had  to  go  through  a 
rough  time  this  winter  (George  B.  filled  my  in  on  your  troubles)  and  hope  things  are 
looking  up. 

Also,  I  just  wanted  you  to  know  I  haven’t  forgotten  about  making  you  one  of  my 
NoTouch  traps.  I’m  just  getting  ready  to  start  putting  together  a  new  batch  and  will 
send  you  (perhaps  deliver  in  person  if  you  would  like)  one  of  the  first  to  be 
completed. 

Enclosed  is  a  recent  copy  (February  2000)  of  an  article  in  the  Nature  Society  News 
about  the  NoTouch  trap  which  I  thought  you’d  like  to  see.  Needless  to  say  the 
response  has  been  respectable  and  hopefully  many  more  house  sparrows  will  be  in 
for  an  unpleasant  surprise  this  spring  when  they  try  to  take  over  someone’s  bluebird 
house. 

As  a  small  token  of  my  appreciation  (and  the  bluebirds  I’m  sure)  I’m  also  enclosing 
a  signed  copy  of  one  of  my  favorite  bluebird  photos,  “My  Bluebird”  which  is  an 
actual  shot  of  a  bluebird  that  nested  in  my  yard  last  spring.  Although  it  is  not 
particularly  the  best  bluebird  photo  I  have  ever  taken,  it  is  very  significant  because 
up  until  this  last  season  I  had  never  before  been  able  to  attract  one.  And  just  like 
you,  I  sincerely  believe  it  was  only  after  years  of  running  a  ridged  sparrow  control 
program,  principally  with  the  help  of  my  NoTouch  trap  in  this  case,  that  having  one 
nest  there  was  even  possible. 

Thanks  again  for  being  patient  and  hopefully  we  will  be  able  to  get  together 
sometime  soon. 


Very  best  regards. 


BIRD  BANDING 


AUBURN 


SPORTSMAN’S  GLUM 


The  birds  are  collected  and  await  in  bags  hanging 
lef^efore  being  checked^  weighed  and  banded 


Prior  to  release,  Ed  Banks  holds  one  of  a  pair  of 
recaptured  chickadees  which  had  been  banded  last 
year  and  are  still  traveling  as  a  pair! 


(cont 'd) 

close  field  observations.  It's  proven  to  be  an  immensely 
successful  box.  There  have  been  imitations  of  the  box, 
but  not  with  Dick's  fine  calculations  of  what  the  birds 
need.' 

"He  was  bom  in  Clarissa,  MN  and  quit  school  after 
the  eighth  grade  to  work  with  his  father  on  a  dairy  farm. 
After  a  few  years  he  earned  the  equivalent  of  a  high 
school  diploma.  He  later  became  a  furniture  finisher...." 
[He  always  loved  working  with  wood  -  Ed.] 

"He  retired  in  1981  but  continued  to  work  part-time 
until  the  mid  1980-'s.... 

"Vetter  said  that  'In  the  1970s,  Dick,  who  lived  in 
Brooklyn  Center,  was  prominent  in  the  community.  He 
was  a  self-taught  naturalist  and  photographer... He  was 
the  watchdog  for  the  shoreline  along  the  Mississippi 
River,  keeping  it  clean.  He  would  often  gather  at  least 
six  bags  of  trash  along  the  freeway.' 

"He  was  still  improving  his  bluebird  box  when  he  died. 
'He  was  a  tinkerer.  His  mind  never  turned  off.  He  was  an 
inventor....' 

"The  state  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society  honored  Peterson  for 
his  work.  [He  also  had  a  plaque  of  appreciation  from 
Gov.  A1  Quie] 

His  daughter  (Mary  Rapke,  of  Somerset,  CO)  said  it 
was  an  honor  to  know  him.  'He  was  the  most  faithful 
and  honest  person,'  she  said.  'His  philosophy  was  to  leave 
more  than  you  take.' 

"She  said  he  taught  her  about  nature  and  'made  the 
forest  talk  to  us  in  a  way  that  you  normally  wouldn't 
know.  I  appreciate  the  values  he’s  taught  us  so  well.'" 


[Dick  's  wife,  Vi, 
died  a  year  ago. 
Surviving  him 
besides  his 
daughter  Mary 
are  his  son,  Jim, 
of  Socorro,  NM, 
a  sister,  Mary 
Hall  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  CA,  two 
grandchildren 
and  five  great¬ 
grandchildren.] 


Tributes  to  Dick  Peterson  are  slowly  coming  in. 
There's  still  time  to  send  in  a  note  about  your  experi¬ 
ences  with  a  Peterson  nestbox,  or  your  memories  of  r"' 
Peterson  himself.  The  following  people  sent  either  a'^™ 
ten  and  or  monetary  tribute  toward  a  book  of 
remini  censes: 

Delores  &  Ernie  Wendt,  Dayton  Neeley,  Ken  Dar¬ 
ling,  John  Thompson,  Boz  Metzdorf,  Avon  Grove 
Lions  Club  of  Oxford,  PA,  Lillian  Files,  Bob  Smith, 
DarreU  &  Elizabeth  Stave,  Miriam  Duerr,  Richard 
Ellis,  Steve  Gilbertson,  Nina  &  Allen  Bower,  and 
Dorene  Scriven. 


Vear 

On  Beha^  of  the  Minnesota 
‘BCueBircC 'Recovery  Trogram, 


thank  you  for  your  donation 
of  S-^SSzi-for  the 
Vick  Teterson  MemoriaC fund 
Thank  you  also  for  sharing  your 
memories  of  'Dick. 

SincereCy, 


'The  ne'wsCetter  wiCC 
j)eriodica((y  have 
n^formatiofi  about 
fund  aiuf 
project. 


©  Boz  Metzdorf 
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'The  Mad  Bluebird*':  In  the  20  years  since  wildlife  photographer  Michael  Smith  took  this 
now-familiar  photo,  he's  sold  more  than  100,000  copies  —  and  signed  every  one  himself 
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m  The  Mad  Bluebird' 


Famous  photograph  changed  the  photographer’s  life 


By  Lisa  Poliak 

Staff  writer,  The  Baltimore  Sun 

A  picture  of  a  bluebird,  that’s  all 
he  was  after.  Not  money  and  fame, 
not  admirers  and  accolades,  not  the 
chance  to  quit  his  day  job  and  take 
pictures  full-time.  Photographing 
birds  was  his  passion;  it  always 
would  be.  One  good  shot  out  of  100 
was  worth  it. 

And  so  it  was  that  on  a  cold 
February  day  in  1979,  Michael  L. 
Smith  set  up  a  tripod  in  his  Largo 
(Maryland)  backyard,  pointed  his 
camera  toward  a  fence  post  and 
waited. 

And  waited. 

And  waited. 

He  wasn’t  trying  to  change  his 
He  wasn’t  trying  to  buy  the 
-^use  of  his  dreams.  He  wasn’t  trying 
to  become  Michael  Smith,  the  guy 
who  took  that  bluebird  photo. 

He  was  just  trying  to  take  a  photo 
of  a  bluebird. 

And  here  came  his  chance.  A  male 
Eastern  bluebird  flew  into  the  back¬ 
yard  and  landed  on  the  fence  post.  It 
hunkered  down.  It  fluffed  up  its 
feathers.  It  fixed  its  black  beady  eyes 
on  the  long  lens  of  the  camera. 

Sixty  feet  away,  Smith  couldn’t 
see  any  of  this.  He  sat  in  his  house, 
holding  a  remote  camera  trigger, 
watching  the  bluebird  through  a  glass 
door. 

All  he  could  see  was  that  the  bird 
was  facing  the  camera. 

Click. 

The  bird  Hew  away.  I'he  man  went 
on  with  his  life.  Neither,  it  seems  safe 


!0  say,  had  any  idea  what  they'd 

•'^lore  than  20  years  later.  Smith 
’1  can’t  entirely  believe  it. 


If  you  owed  your  fortune  to  a  bird, 
you  might  not  either. 

As  it  turned  out,  that  was  no 
ordinary  bluebird.  It  was  a  grumpy 
bluebird.  A  ticked-off,  glowering, 
down-in-the-beak  bluebird.  Or  so  it 
appeared  to  humans,  and  that’s  what 
mattered,  because  at  last  count 
humans  have  bought  more  than 
102,000  signed  prints  of  “The  Mad 
Bluebird’’  —  a  phenomenal  number 
by  most  photographers’  standards. 
And  it  doesn’t  even  include  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  “Mad  Bluebird” 
stained-glass  sun  catchers  that  have 
sold. 

In  other  words,  the  man  who  has 
spent  his  life  taking  intimate  portraits 
of  birds  —  a  photographer  who  has 
slept  in  duck  blinds,  spent  13  years  of 
summer  weekends  documenting  the 
habits  of  a  single  Osprey,  and  crawled 
through  his  yard  with  a  blanket  over 
his  head  to  avoid  disturbing  his 
subjects  —  achieved  his  greatest 
success  with  a  photo  he  didn’t  espe¬ 
cially  like  the  first  time  he  saw  it  and 
still  doesn’t  list  among  his  very  best. 

And  that  doesn’t  bother  him  a  bit. 


Photographer  Michael  Smith 


Thanks  to  “The  Mad  Bluebird,” 
Smith  has  quit  his  job  as  an  electri¬ 
cian,  become  a  full-time  free-lance 
wildlife  photographer,  and  traded  his 
townhouse  for  a  4,000-square-foot 
dream  home  on  13  acres  in  New 
Windsor,  Maryland.  The  financial 
details  of  his  windfall  Smith  keeps 
private.  But  consider:  Smith  charges 
$26  for  a  matted  5-by-7  print  of  “The 
Mad  Bluebird”;  the  Signals  catalog 
charges  $58  for  a  framed  5-by-7;  the 
Orvis  catalog  charges  $95  fora 
framed  8 -by- 10. 

It’s  not  hard  to  get  the  picture.^ 

“It  has  put  me  in  a  whole  new' ' 
world  financially,”  says  Smith,  “I  was 
an  electrician  for  32  years,  and  I 
made  good  money,  but  nothing  like 
this.” 

When  he  says  it,  he  doesn’t  sound 
like  he’s  gloating.  He  sounds  proud, 
grateful  and  still  plenty  stunned. 

When  Smith  moved  into  his  new 
home  in  the  fall  of  1998,  a  copy  of 
“The  Mad  Bluebird”  was  the  first 
possession  over  the  threshold;  today, 
a  giant  print  above  the  kitchen  table 
reminds  him  every  day  who  he  has  to 
thank.  He  feels  indebted  to  the  bird 
not  just  for  his  home,  but  also  for  his 
girlfriend,  Marci  Krishnamoorthy, 
whom  he  met  while  delivering  prints 
to  the  nature  store  where  she  worked. 

Despite  the  volume  of  prints  sold. 
Smith  still  signs  each  one  by  hand  — 
he  bought  a  signature  machine  but  it 
felt  too  impersonal.  He  still  gets  teary 
talking  about  the  strangers  his  photo 
has  touched,  such  as  the  old  woman 
from  Pennsylvania  with  cancer  who 
told  him  “The  Mad  Bluebird”  boosts 
her  morale.  And  he  still  seems  to 

Continued  on  page  5 


—  ‘The  Mad  Bluebird’  photograph 


Continued  from  page  4 

relish  telling  his  far-from-ovemight 
success  story. 

It  begins  in  1983,  when  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  was  used  as  the  cover  of  a 
brochure  for  a  National  Geographic 
bird  book.  People  loved  the  photo  so 
much  that  they  ripped  off  the  covers 
and  framed  them;  the  same  thing 
happened  when  the  photograph 
appeared  on  the  Duncraft  birding 
supply  catalog  a  year  later. 

“A  lot  of  our  customers  do  take 
our  covers  off,  but  the  response  to 
this  cover  was  way  off  the  charts,” 
says  Sharon  Dunn,  Duncraft  co¬ 
owner.  “Then  the  idea  occurred:  We 
should  be  offering  this  as  a  print.” 

After  the  Signals  catalog  started 
carrying  the  print  in  1 996,  sales  really 
started  to  fly;  Smith  began  filling 
orders  for  thousands,  not  hundreds,  of 
prints  at  a  time.  Today  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  is  available  in  five  cata¬ 
logs,  about  80  stores,  and  direct  from 
Smith.  (The  photo  also  is  available 
from  NABS.  See  the  box  at  the  end.) 

Smith  himself  has  taken  few 
photos  this  past  year,  in  part  because 
he’s  been  too  busy  signing,  matting, 
framing,  and  shipping  prints  to 
customers.  But  his  trigger  finger  is 
getting  itchy,  and  his  eyes  have  been 
roaming  the  woods  behind  his  house, 
where  three  feeders  and  eight  blue¬ 
bird  houses  lure  all  manner  of  sub¬ 
jects.  He’s  been  mad  about  birds  ever 
since  he  was  a  teenager;  in  his 
photographs  he  strives  to  capture 
their  personalities  and  habits. 

Here’s  a  shot  he’d  like  to  get  this 
year:  a  picture  of  a  bluebird  taking  a 
bath  in  a  pond.  It’s  easier  said  than 
done,  of  course.  Smith  will  have  to 
lure  the  bird  to  the  pond,  set  up  his 
camera  in  the  perfect  position  and 
then,  as  always,  wait  for  the  bird  to 
do  what  it’s  supposed  to. 


If  not  something  better. 

A  place  to  land,  that’s  all  he  was 
after. 

Or  so  we  will  assume.  It  wouldn’t 
be  right,  after  all,  to  end  this  story 
without  the  bird’s  side.  Particularly 
regarding  the  matter  of  his  mood. 

Speaking  for  the  bird  we  have 
Lillian  Stokes,  a  Massachusetts-based 
bluebird  expert  and  co-author  of  “The 
Bluebird  Book,”  in  which  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  appears  on  page  13. 

Stokes:  “If  you  look  at  a  bluebird’s 
face  head  on,  they  just  happen  to  have 
the  configuration  that  we  interpret  as 
looking  angry.  The  brow  is  low,  and 
the  little  point  of  red  looks  like  their 
mouth  is  turned  down.  I  don’t  know 
the  exact  mental  state  of  that  bird,  but 
in  general  it  may  not  have  been  mad. 
A  lot  of  times  birds  hunker  down  like 
that  and  fluff  up  their  feathers  when 
they’re  cold.” 

She  speculates  that  “he’s  probably 
thinking  about  ‘where  am  I  going  to 
get  my  next  meal  to  keep  me  warm?’ 
and  ‘I  hope  the  snow  melts  soon  so  I 
can  find  some  insects  on  the 
ground.’” 

There  you  have  it.  But  what 
difference  does  it  make?  That  once- 
anonymous  bluebird  —  who  bird 
sources  say  surely  died  years  ago  — 
has  become  “The  Mad  Bluebird.”  He 
has  attained  a  level  of  fame  that  few 
humans  can  hope  for. 

(©  2000  The  Baltimore  Sun.  Used 
with  permission.) 


If  you  would  like  a  print  of 
our  cover  photo,  “The  Mad 
Bluebird,”  you  can  order  one 
or  more  from  NABS.  See  the 
Bluebird  Sampler  pages  at  the 
center  of  the  magazine. 


Pullover 


On  a  cold  February  day,  Michael  L.  Smith 
snapped  one  of  the  most  popular  nature  photos  in 
history.  Since  then,  this  scrappy  bluebird  has  sold 
well  over  250,000  signed  prints  and 
suncatchers. 

National  Wildlife  now  offers 
this  famous  photograph  on  our 
exclusive  fleece  pullover!  Made  of 
soft  50/50  cotton/poly,  you  can 
choose  from  four  colors  —  blue, 
pink,  yellow  and  lavender  (or  choose  them  all!) 
Each  pullover  comes  enhanced  with  a  white 
johnny  collar. 

This  great  look  is  also  available  as  a  100%  cotton 
tee  shirt  with  white  inset  collar  and  sleeves,  in  the 
same  four  color  combinations! 


Order  yours  today! 

See  reverse  for  ordering  information 


Michael  L.  Smith 

is  pleased  to  present 

THE  MAD  BLUEBIRD” 

Sculpture  by 

Ernie  Muehlmatt 


Michael  L.  Smith  is  an  internationally  known 
wildlife  photographer. 

Mr.  Smith  likes  to  work  close  to  his  subjects,  developing 
a  keen  understanding  of  their  lives.This  knowledge,  together 
with  his  artistic  eye  and  deep  love  of  nature  has  resulted  in 
photographs  that  captivate  us,  offering  revealing  glimpses 
into  the  life  and  behavior  of  his  subjects  as  well  as  their 
breathtaking  beauty. 

His  work  has  appeared  in  numerous  major  publications, 
national  as  well  as  international. 

His  photograph  “THE  MAD  BLUEBIRD”  is  perhaps  the 
most  purchased,  recognized  and  loved  bird  photograph  in 
the  world. 

Mr.  Smith  now  lives  in  New  Windsor,  MD.  in  his  own 
wildlife  sanctuary. 


j^ccfusivefyjrom 


National  Wildlife. 


“The  Mad  Bluebird” 
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Mountain  Bluebird  in  Concord 
Massachusetts! 


Yes,  it  is  true.  A  female  Mountain  Bluebird  was 
spotted  in  Concord,  MA  at  the  end  of  October, 


'  j#- 

„  ■■■■:*•*•*. 

hti 

You  Are  Invited  To  The  First  Meeting  Of  The 

Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association  • 

Support  Bluebirds  And  Other  Native  Cavity  Nesters 


You  are  cordially  invited  to  meet  with  fellow  Massachusetts  bluebirders  for 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association.  You'll  have  the 
important  opportunity  to  contribute  your  ideas  as  we  organize  the 
Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association  in  affiliation  with  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  (NABS).  Also  included  will  be  talks  by  New  Hampshire 
NABS  affiliate  Bruce  Burdett,  and  Hank  Coleman,  founder  of  the  previous 
Tri-State  Bluebird  Association;  door  prizes;  bluebirding  displays;  as  well  as 
a  round  table  discussion  to  share  stories  about  bluebirding. 


FREE  -  MAY  13  @  1:00 

Cherry  Hill  Co-Housing  •  Community  Room 
120  Pulpit  Hill  Rd,  North  Amherst,  MA 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Haleya  Priest  (413)  549-3937  hpandtL@crocker.com 
John  Bowe  (413)  584-3398  jfbowe@hotmail.com 


If  you  cannot  come  please  contact  us  so  that  you  may  be  included  in  future  mailings  &  events. 


1  St  Annual  Bluebird  Conference 

October  f,  2000 

Auburn  Sportsmen's  Club  Auburn,  IMA 

Members  of  the  MBA  as  well  as  non-members  are  invited  to  attend  the  1st  Annual 
Bluebird  Conference  of  the  Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association. You  are  welcome  to 
participate  in  pre-conference  events,  which  include  bird-banding  migratory  warblers,  as 
well  as  two  bluebird  workshops  including  the  how-to’s  of  monitoring  and  dealing  with 
House  Sparrow  problems. 

The  afternoon  conference  will  feature  a  slide  show  with  our  own  Lillian  Lund  Files, 
round  table  discussions  pertaining  to  bluebirds  and  bluebirding,  the  annual  business 
meeting  of  the  MBA,  our  first  annual  bluebird  award  of  the  year,  and  a  raffle.  We  hope  to 
see  you  there! 

MBA  Pre-Conference  Schedule 

Dawn  -  10:30am  Bird  Banding  (weather  permitting:  heavy  winds  or  rain  cancels) 

Please  call  Jerry  Pattee  with  questions:  (508)  832-3721 

The  Auburn  Sportsman’s  Club  is  one  of  the  area’s  premiere  federal  migratory  bird  banding  stations.  You'll 
have  the  opportunity  to  watch  (and  participate  in)  the  capture  and  banding  of  some  magnificent  migratory 
warbler  species.  These  often  highly-colorfui  birds  will  be  through  on  their  yearly  fall  migration  to  their 
wintering  grounds  in  Central  and  South  America.  These  birds  are  captured  in  40’X  8’  mist  nets  and 
processed  by  licensed  banders  under  the  direction  of  Master  bander  Mark  Blazis  of  Grafton,  MA. 

10:30  -  11:00  am  '-Workshop:  Monitoring  Your  Bluebird  Boxes 

This  workshop  focuses  on  why  and  how  to  monitor  your  bluebird  boxes  to  help  you  get  the  most 
out  of  your  bluebirding  experience,  while  increasing  the  safety  and  number  of  bluebirds  you 
fledge  each  season. 

1 1 :00  -  1 1 :30  Workshop:  Predation:  Dealing  With  The  House  Sparrow  Problem 

This  workshop  will  focus  on  the  problems  of  House  Sparrows  and  many  ways  to  handle  this 
problem,  including  box  placement,  sparrow  resistant  boxes,  and  specially  designed  trap  boxes. 

MBA  Conference  Schedule 

1 1 :30  a.m.  to  1 :00  p.m. Lunch  and  REGISTRATION 

Attendees  will  be  responsible  for  providing  their  own  lunch.  Drinks  and  snacks  will  be  provided  by 
MBA. 

1 :00  p.m.  -  MBA  MEETING  will  begin  at  1 :00  PM,  followed  by  our  featured  speaker: 
Lillian  Lund.  Files.  Lillian  has  facilitated  almost  500  bluebird  slide  shows  in  her  60  odd  years  of 
bluebirding.  She  was  also  one  of  the  first  Presidents  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
(NABS).  You  won’t  want  to  miss  this  delightful  and  experienced  bluebirder  speak! 

2:15  p.m.  --  Round  table  discussion  and  Q&A  on  bluebird  questions  and  experiences. 

3:00  -3:45p.m.  -  Bluebirder  Of  The  Year  Award,  closing  remarks  and  RAFFLE!!  Note  As 
a  new  organization,  we  are  still  looking  to  build  our  coffers  to  cover  operating  costs.  Donations  of 
items  relating  to  bluebirds  or  cavity  nesting  birds  for  the  raffle  will  certainly  be  recognized  and 
appreciated!  If  you  will  not  be  attending  the  MBA  Conference  please  consider  shipping  your 
donation  to  us  directly.  Thank  you. 

Hope  to  see  you  there!  No  charge  for  pre-conference  or  conference  events. 
Questions?  Call  Jerry  Pattee  @  (508)  832-3721  or  Henry  Denton  @  (413)  562-  0926 
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Photo:  Gerald  Pattee 


Even  the  Bluebirds  have  heard  that 
Lillian  Lund  Files  is  coming  to  town! 


Photo:  Gerald  Pattee 


Lillian  Lund  Files  will  delight  her  audience  at  the 
1st  Annual  MBA  Conference 
http;//herper.tripod.com/mba/home.html 


The  1st  MBA  Conference  was  held  at  the  Auburn 
Sportsman's  Club.  We  are  grateful  to  its  members  for 
allowin 


us  free  use  of  their  beautiful  facilities 
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MBA  Annual  Meeting 


Page  1  of 2 


(c)  Ed  Nied  Jr. 


DIRECTIONS  TO 
CONFERENCE: 

From  T-90  (Mass  Pike),  take 
Exit  10  (Aubiun)  and  follow 
signs  for  Route  20  East  (you 
will  take  395  South  and 
immediately  exit  onto  20 
East).  Go  up  hill  through 
first  traffic  light,  turn  right  at 
blinking  yellow  light  on  Elm 
Street.  After  crossing 
railroad  tracks,  look  for 
entrance  to  Auburn 
Sportsmen's  Club  on  right 


1st  ANNUAL  MBA  CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER  1,  2000 

Photos  and  captions  of  the  Conference  can  be  viewed  at: 
MBA  Conference  Photos 

Click  on  the  right  yellow  arrow  to  proceed  through  the 
photos.  Please  be  patient  as  the  pictures  sometimes  load 
slowly.  My  apologies  to  John  Bowe  and  Jerry  Pattee  for  not 
taking  photos  of  the  conference  workshops.  Apparently  I  was 
so  absorbed  with  the  banding  operation,  I  missed  a  great 
opportunity.  Pd  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
fellow  photographer  Gail  Hansche  for  sa\ang  the  day  with 
fresh  batteries  for  my  energy  consuming  digital  camera! 

About  45  people  attended  the  meeting  and  word  at  the 
conference  has  it  that  MBA  is  now  over  70  members  strong! 

It  was  a  gorgeous  day  at  a  fantastic  site.  The  banding 
demonstration  was  terrific  with  the  first  collection  of  birds 
bringing  in  some  warblers  and  a  Scarlet  Tanager!  The 
workshops  were  great  and  it  was  simply  a  pleasure  to  listen  to 
Lillian  Lund-Files  tell  stories  relating  to  her  bluebird 
experiences. 

Oh,  and  congratulations  to  Giancarla  Kalpas  for  becoming  the 
first  person  to  receive  MBA's  Bluebirder  Of  The  Year 
Award!!! 


Everyone  enjoyed  the  refreshments  and  raffle  and  will  be 
looking  forward  to  doing  this  all  again  next  year! 

Workshop  #1;  How  To  Monitor  Your  Bluebird 
Trail:  This  workshop  focuses  on  why  and  how  to 
monitor  your  bluebird  boxes  to  help  you  get  the 
most  out  of  your  bluebirding  experience  while 
increasing  the  safety  and  number  of  bluebirds  you 
fledge  each  season. 

Workshop  #2:  Predation:  Dealing  With  The 
House  Sparrow  Problem:  This  workshop  will 
focus  on  the  problems  of  House  Sparrows  and 
many  ways  to  handle  this  problem  from  box 
placement  to  sparrow  resistant  boxes  to  specially 


http://herper.tripod.com/mba7.html 


10/28/00 


Pre-conference,  conference...  left  to  right:  Guest 
speaker  Lillian  Lund-Files,  MBA  President  Haleya  Priest 


introducing  guest  speaker  Lillian  Lund-Files. 


Haleya  introduced  Lillian  Lund  Files,  noting 
her  60  years  in  bluebirding,  as  an  early  president  of 
NABS,  and  an  active  member  of  seven  other  state 
societies,  and  over  200  bluebird  talks  given  since 
1969.  Lillian  gave  a  lively  talk  with  many  slides  of 
numerous  aspects  of  bluebirding.  Numerous 
pictures  of  her  trail,  some  with  lateral  arms  for 
perches,  and  many  tree  mounted.  She  mentioned 
her  preference  of  NABS  type  boxes,  bottom 
opening.  She  discussed  the  need  for  monitoring, 
various  predator  protection,  and  adequate 
disposition  of  sparrows.  She  displayed  slides  of 
boxes  with  wire  mesh  bottoms  to  try  to  eliminate 
blowfly  lava.  Fluttering  flags  or  streamers  were 
used  as  sparrow  deterrents.  She  noted  the  many 
hundred  boxes  that  she  and  her  groups  had  made 
over  the  years. 


Everyone  enjoyed  listening  to  Lillian's  bluebird  related 

stories  and  experiences. 


MBA  President  Haleya  Priest  conducts  a  short  business 

a  •  •  m 


To  sum  It  up,  I  think  a  great  time  was  had  by  all.  Can 
hardly  wait  for  next  year!  I'd  like  to  thank  fellow 
photographer  Gail  Hansche  for  providing  fresh 
batteries  for  my  energy  consuming  digital  camera.  She 

really  saved  the  day! 


After  a  short  refreshment  break.  Treasurer  Gwen 
Newton-Denton  (at  right)  awards  Giancarla  Kalpas  the 
very  1st  Bluebirder  Of  The  Year  Award.  Congrats, 

Giancarla! 


A  B  IMONTHLY 


PUBLICATION 


Peabody  Essex  Museum 

ART.  ARCHITECTURE.  CULTURE 


FOR  MEMBERS 

o 

Nov. /Dec.  2000 


NATURE  CULTURE  ' 


E.C.O.C.  PROGRAM 

Bringing  Back  Bluebirds 


Friday,  November  3,  7:30  p.m, 
Free 

Phillips  Library 


Efforts  by  longtime  bluebird  champion 
Lillian  Files  have  helped  bring  these 
beautiful  birds  back  from  the  brink 
throughout  New  England.  Former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  Miss  Files  tracks  114  nest  boxes 
along  a  section  of  the  "bluebird  trail"  that 
runs  from  Tyngsboro  into  southern  New 
Hampshire.  Find  out  the  latest  in  conser¬ 
vation  issues,  when  and  where  to  set  up 
boxes,  and  what  to  do  to  keep  the  blue¬ 
birds  coming  back.  Cosponsored  by  the 
^  Essex  County  Ornithological  Club. 


Lillian  Files  helped 
to  restore  New 
England's  bluebird 
population. 


COLLECTIONS 

Architecture 
The  Phillips  Library 

American  Decorative  Arts,  Folk  Art,  and  Costumes 
Asian  Art  and  Culture 
Maritime  Arts  and  History 
African  Art  and  Culture 
Native  American  Art  and  Culture 
Asian  Export  Art 
Photography 
Works  of  Art  on  Paper 


Pacific  Art  and  Culture 


The 

Phillips  Library 


Peabody  Essex  Museum 


The 

Phillips  Library 


Welcome  to  the  Phillips 
Library  of  the  Peabody 
Essex  Museum,  one  of 
New  England’s  largest 
and  most  important 
independent  research 
libraries.  It  houses  more 
than  400,000  books,  more 
than  5,200  linear  feet  of 
manuscript  materials,  and 
more  than  a  million  rare 
and  vintage  photographs. 

Its  holdings  document 
more  than  three  centuries 
of  New  England  life  and 
culture,  and  support  all 
facets  of  the  museum’s 
curatorial,  exhibition, 
and  publication  functions. 

HOURS 

Open  year-round  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Eriday 
10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.; 
Thursday  1  to  8  p.m. 

ADMISSION 

Museum  members  free; 
Adults  $10; 

Seniors  and  students  $8 
For  more  information,  please 
call  978-745-9500,  ext.  3053 


Peabody  Essex  Museum 

SALEM,  MASSACHUSETTS  01970 


Essex  County  Ornithological  Club  Program 


Bringing 
Back  Biuebirds 

Hear  the  latest  in  conservation 
issues  by  longtime  bluebird  champion 

Lillian  Files 

Friday,  November  3 
7:30  P.M. 

Free 

Phillips  Library 


Dear  Lil, 

From  time  to  time  one  discovers  words  of  others  that  express 
precisely  ones  own  sentiments  or  personal  philosophy.  Such  is  the 
case  with  me  and  this  Chinese  proverb.  Feel  free  to  recirculate 
the  card  or  put  it  in  an  appropriate  location. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  all  the  work  you  have  done  for  NABS 
this  past  year  and  for  the  bluebirds  over  the  years.  Ethel-Marie 
and  I  wish  you  and  your  family  the  happiness  of  the  bluebirds  this 
holiday  season.  And  we  wish  for  peace  in  the  world. 


tliere  b 

ri5litedu3acss  ia 
the  lieaiT,  there 
ii’ilt  be  beaaty  in 
^  the  character: 

W  there  be  beauty  in 
the  eliar'acter,  thea  mill  be 
Iwmony  in  the  home. 

X  f  there  b  harmony  ia  the  home, 
tfiere  mill  be  onicr 
in  the  natloa. 

M  hen  thei'e  is  oi'der 

in  the  nation,  there  lulU  be 
peace  ia  the  loorld. 

(',hintse  Proverb 


NABS  President  for  2001 
Doug  LeVasseur 


NABS  Outgoing  Presider 
for  2000  -  Ray  Harri, 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

February  1,  2001 


To  the  Friends  and  Members  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  (and  boys  and  girls) 

Here  is  your  schedule  of  programs  for  year  2001.  We  hope  you  will  b^able  to 
attend  some  or  all  of  these  six  meetings;  we  promise  you  a  relaxed,  informative  and 
"fun"  time. 


As  many  of  you  know,  we  have  lost  our  program  co-ordinator  of  several  years, 
Joan  Woodbury.  The  Woodbury  family  has  moved  to  Attleboro,  way  down  near  the 
Rhode  Island  border.  Joan  has  promised  to  come  up  occasionally,  even  though  it 
involves  a  one  hundred  mile  plus  round  trip. 


We  have  launched  a  nation  wide  search  for  a  new  program  person.  The  pay  is 
not  great  (zero  dollars  a  year)  but  the  interaction  with  like  minded  people  m^es  it 
worthwhile.  This  position  involves  just  one  meeting  with  the  other  club  officers  in 
January.  See  Hugh  at  the  March  or  April  meeting  if  you  think  you  may  be 
interested. 


Our  thanks  to  Lillian  Files  for  filling  the  breach  this  year.  (What  would  we  do 
without  this  lady?!?)  In  spite  of  a  broken  right  hand  (healing  nicely)  Lillian  jumped 
right  in  and  the  enclosed  program  is  the  result. 


You  good  folks  who  have  not  been  attending  T.B.S.  meetings  lately  should 
come  out  in  March  to  join  the  fun.  We  try  to  wind  things  up  by  9:15  p.m.,  after 
light  refreshments  and  the  raffle.  Speaking  of  which:  we  need  more  participation 
with  raffle  table  items.  We  are  trying  hard  to  keep  our  dues  at  their  present  modest 
level,  and  the  raffle  helps  us  toward  that  goal.  We've  been  raising  $25.00  to  $30.00 
each  meeting,  but  with  a  little  more  effort,  we  can  double  that  figure. 

Financially,  T.B.S.  is  in  the  black,  under  the  watchful  eye  of  our  treasurer 
George  Brouillette.  George  will  give  us  a  treasurer's  report  at  the  March  meeting. 

Please  note  that  all  of  our  2001  meetings  are  on  Thursday  nights,  except  for 
April,  (schedule  conflict  at  the  church)  when  we  will  gather  on  a  Friday.  At  the 
March  meeting  we  will  also  discuss  a  possible  bird  walk  in  May. 


Come  join  us  on  March  1,  and  bring  a  friend  if  possible. 
Best  wishes  in  the  new  year! 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

2001  PROGRAMS 


Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  1 13) 
Dues:  Single  $7.00,  Family  $10.00.  Guests  $2.00,  Students  free. 


THURSDAY.  MARCH  1.  BIRD  PHOTOGRAPHY  bv  CHARLES  BUSH 

Our  "First  Meeting  of  the  New  Millennium"  features  a  slide  presentation  by  well  known 
Massachusetts  nature  photographer  Charles  Bush  of  Tyngsboro.  Mr.  Bush  is  a  full  time  nature 
photographer  whose  specialty  is  birds.  His  photos  have  appeared  in  Nature  Photographer,  Birding 
Magazine,  and  in  the  A.B.A.  field  notes.  Charles  will  present  photos  taken  in  Massachusetts, 
Florida,  Louisiana  and  Mexico. 

FRIDAY.  APRIL  6.  BUTTERFLIES  AND  MORE,  bv  ROBERT  WILSON 

Bob  Wilson  of  Wakefield  will  present  a  slide  program  featuring  his  many  year  love  affair 
with  butterflies.  Wilson  has  worked  at  the  Butterfly  Place  in  Westford  for  12  years.  He  has 
memberships  with  The  Lepidopterists  Society,  The  Cambridge  Entomology  Club,  and  Massachusetts 
Audubon.  His  photos  have  appeared  in  The  Family  Butterfly  Book,  Caterpillars  of  Eastern  Forests, 
The  Butterfly  Book  and  other  publications. 

THURSDAY.  MAY  3.  PAINTING  WITH  YOUR  CAMERA,  bv  GAIL  HANCHE  • 

Gail  Hansche  of  Norfolk  is  an  award  winning  nature  photographer  whose  special  passion  is 
birds.  Most  of  her  photos  have  been  taken  in  Norfolk  and  surrounding  towns,  including  some  in 
her  own  backyard.  Her  program  shows  how  to  create  natural  "studios"  near  your  feeding  stations 
to  provide  the  backgrounds  required  to  make  photographic  "paintings." 

THURSDAY.  SEPTEMBER  6.  OWLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  bv  MARCIA  WILSON 

Marcia  Wilson  of  Dunstable  is  well  known  to  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  as  our  former 
president.  Her  Owl  presentations  have  been  very  well  received  around  New  England  for  several 
years.  (If  Mark's  busy  schedule  at  the  Globe  allows,  he  will  be  present  to  assist.)  Marcia  and  Mark 
are  avid  naturalists,  both  having  biology  degrees.  The  hi-lite  of  the  program  will  be  the 

appearance  of  SIX  live  owls.  Don't  miss  this  program! 

THURSDAY.  OCTOBER  4  -  POT  PQURRI 

About  every  other  year,  the  T.B.S.  conducts  a  pot  pourri,  an  event  leading  up  to  the  holidays 
which  is  always  a  lot  of  fun.  Full  details  will  be  presented  during  the  September  meeting.  (If  you 
are  unable  to  attend  the  September  meeting,  call  Lil  Files  or  Hugh  Wiberg  for  further 
information.) 

THURSDAY.  NOVEMBER  1.  NATURE'S  SYMPHONY  OF  COLOR  bv  KARL  SCHANZ 

Karl  Schanz  of  Tewksbury  really  needs  no  introduction  to  the  T.B.S.  Retired,  Karl  is  much  in 
demand  around  the  U.SjV.  with  his  carefully  synchronized  audio/visual  nature  presentations. 
Schanz  belongs  to  the  Photographic  Society  of  America,  is  a  Master  Member  of  the  New  England 
Camera  Club  Council,  and  the  Massachusetts  Camera  Naturalists.  If  you  enjoyed  Kurt  Schlicht's 
program  last  October  (and  we  all  did)  you  will  likewise  thrill  to  Karl  Schanz's  spellbinding 
program. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT 

HUGH  WIBERG  PRESIDENT  (978)658-5852  GEORGE  BROUILLETTE  TREASURER  (978)448-5448 

UL  FILES  ACTING  PROGRAM  CO-ORD.  (978)692-2520  ERIN  COSTELLO  PUBLICITY  (978)649-6499 


MA  BLUE 


Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association  •  Volume  2,  Number  1  •  winter  2001 


President’s  Perch 

By  Haleya  Priest 


While  many  Southern  bluebirders  are  reporting 
the  2001  nesting  season  beginning,  those  of  us  in 
Massachusetts  as  well  our  Northern  climate 
members,  are  still  buried  in  snow.  However,  there 
are  reports  of  MA  bluebirds  changing  behaviors 
already,  as  you'll  read  in  JerryPattee's  article. 

In  any  event,  we  must  persevere  just  a  few 
more  weeks  before  we  really  begin  to  notice  the 
effects  of  light  and  hormonal  effects  on  our 
bluebirds.  Meanwhile,  reading  and  dreaming  of 
bluebirds  is  still  what  most  of  us  have  to  hang  on 
to.  In  the  meantime,  before  we  all  get  too  busy 
once  nesting  season  DOES  descend  on  us,  here  are 
some  updates  and  important  MBA  news.  If  you 
weren't  able  to  attend  our  very  first  annual  MBA 
conference,  you'll  be  able  to  read  all  about  it  right 
here  in  MA  BLUE.  For  those  with  access  to  the 
\yeb,  you  can  visit  a  wonderful  pictorial  and 
narrative  report  of  the  conference  on  our  website: 
http://herper.tripod.com/mbahome.html.  We  are 
mighty  thankful  to  Ed  Neid,  Jr.  who  carefully  and 
quietly  recorded  the  day's  events! 

I  would  also  like  to  say  good-bye  to  Hank  and 
Joyce  Coleman  for  their  support  and  help  as  board 
members  for  our  first  few  months  as  MBA.  They 
are  unable  to  continue  as  board  members  at  this 
time  and  I  would  like  to  give  thorn  a  big  round  of 
applause  for  their  help.  I  would  like  to  welcome 
our  newest  board  member.  Hart  Millett,  who  has 
joined  our  fine  team.  Robin  Cross  Kolberg  is  our 
new  co-editor.  And  a  special  thanks  to  the  Auburn 
Sportsmen's  Club  for  hosting  our  MBA  conference 
at  no  charge  to  us. 

Remember  to  mark  your  calendars  for  our  next 
MBA  event  in  May  (see  enclosed  note  about  it).  It 
will  be  an  informal  event  at  Lillian  Lund  File’s 
home. 

Look  for  the  article  on  Wood  Ducks.  We  look 
forward  to  rnembers  submitting  articles  on  OTHER 
natural  cavity  nesters  as  well  as  our  beloved 
bluebirds.  We'd  like  to  hear  from  you ! ! 


NEED  YOU! 

>  Last  but  not  least,  I  want  to  thank  every 
member  of  MBA  in  supporting  the  bluebirds, 
native  cavity  nesters,  and  our  growing 
organization! 


Mark  Your 
Calendars  For 
An  Informal 
MBA  event 


Mark  your  calendars 
for  our  next-  MBA 
event.  This  informal 
gathering  will  take 
place  at  Lillian  Ltind 
File’s  home  in  Tyngsboro,  MA.  We’ll  tour  her 
house,  which  is  more  like  a  bluebird  museum,  tour 
a  trail,  and  have  plenty  of  time  for  a  round  table 
discussion  with  your  spring  nesting  season^^ 
questions.  Bring  a  bag  lunch.  More  informatioujl^. 
and  dates  will  be  given  in  the  next  newsletter.  Plan 
for  May  5  with  a  raindate  of  May  6. 


CORRECTION: 


In  our  last  edition  of  MA  BLUE,  the  report  on  our 
first  annual  conference  noted  that  Bluebird 
expert  Lillian  Lund  Files  had  presented  over  200 
Bluebird  talks.  The  figure  is  actually  489.  It  also 
referred  to  Lillians’  preference  for  bottom¬ 
opening  NABS  boxes,  when  in  fact  she  prefers 
front-opening  boxes.  Lillian  especially  wanted 
this  last  bit  of  information  corrected,  as  several 
friends  in  her  bluebirding  community  seemed  to 
take  great  joy  in  bringing  our  error  to  her 
attention.  Apparently,  Lillian  has  a  strong 
I  preference  for  front-opening  boxes,  and  an  even 
stronger  dislike  for  bottom-opening  boxes.  We 
apologize  for  this  oversight.  _ 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Fellowship  Hall  (upstairs)  at  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  (Route  113)  Dues:  Single 
$7,  Family  $10.  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  1,  BIRD  PHOTOGRAPHY  by  CHARLES 

BUSH  Our  “First  Meeting  of  the  New  Millennium”  features  a  slide 
presentation  by  well  known  Massachusetts  nature  photographer 
Charles  Bush  of  Tyngsboro.  Mr.  Bush  is  a  full  time  nature 
photographer, whose  specialty  is  birds.  His  photos  have  appeared] 
in  Nature  Photographer,  Birding  Magazine,  and  in  the  A.B.A.  field 
notes.  Charles  will  present  photos  taken  in  Massachusetts, 
Florida,  Louisiana  and  Mexico.  Public  invited.  For  more 
infonnation  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg,  Pres.  (978)658-5852;  George 
Brouillette,  Trees.  (978)448-5448;  Ul  Files,  Acting  Program  Co- 
Ord.  (978)692-2520;  Erin  Costello,  Publicity  (978)649-6499. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Fellowship  Hall  (upstairs)  at  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  (Route  113)  Dues:  Single 
$7,  Family  $10.  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

FRIDAY.  APRIL  6,  BUTTERFLIES  AND  MORE,  by  ROBERT 

WILSON  Bob  Wilson  of  Wakefield  will  present  a  slide  program 

featuring  his  many  year  love  affair  with  butterflies.  Wilspn  has 
worked  at  the  Butterfly  Place  in  Westford  for  12  years.  He  has 
memberships  with  The  Lepidopterists  Society,  The  Cambridge 
Entomology  Club,  and  Massachusetts  Audubon.  His  photos 
have  appeared  in  The  Family  Butterfly  Book,  Caterpillars  of 
Eastern  Forests,  The  Butterfly  Book  and  other  publications. 
Public  invited.  For  more  information  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg,  Pres. 
(978)658-5852;  George  Brouillette,  Treas.  (978)448-5448;  Lil 
Files,  Acting  Program  Co-Ord.  (978)692-2520;  Erin  Costello, 
Publicity  (978)649-6499. 
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'  Doug  LeVasseur, 
President,  NABS  with  Bluebird  on  shoulder 


Three  Amish  Award  at  NABS  '01  Banquet 


MA  BLUE'S 
Bluebirding  Tips 

Bruce  MacDonald  of  Ontario  has  found  a 
solution  for  his  house  sparrow  problem. 

Rather  than  engaging  in  a  losing  eviction 
battle,  he  learned  that  lulling  these  pests  into| 
a  false  sense  of  security  was  far  more 
effective.  Bruce  surreptitiously  removes 
sparrow  eggs  two  at  a  time,  and  refrigerates 
them  overnight.  He  marks  these  eggs,  and 
continues  this  procedure  until  all  sparrow 
eggs  had  been  refrigerated,  marked,  and 
replaced.  The  sparrows  remain  with  the  nest 
for  three ‘to  four  weeks,  before  abandoning 
the  nest  The  male  sparrow  will  defend  the 
entire  territory  from  other  sparrow  invaders 
while  the  female  incubates  the  dud  eggs.  By 
using  this  decoy  approach,  everybody  wins 
(except  the  sparrows). 

When  it  comes  to  removing  wasp  nests, 
procrastination  is  your  worst  enemy.  Gary 
Springer  learned  that  trying  to  remove  more 
than  four  or  five  wasps  at  a  time  can  be  risky, 
but  if  done  regularly  poses  few  problems.  He 
recommends  removing  wasps  early  in  the 
morning  when  they  are  usually  a  bit  sluggish. 
If  the  box  is  full  of  wasps,  Gary  suggests 
plugging  up  the  holes,  removing  the  box  and] 
freezing  it  overnight.  Early  Spring  is  when 
wasps  can  be  a  particular  problem,  so  keep  a 
watchful  eye  out  for  cone-shaped  nests. 


ri 


Ranges  of  the  Three  Bluebird  Species 


PROFILE:  Variations  in  Blue 


'^Aie/wuit 


Aside  from  a  small  population  in 
.Bermuda,  bluebirds  occur  only 
in  North  America.  Members  of  the 
thrush  family,  all  three  species  ex¬ 
hibit  similarities  in  habits  and  be¬ 
havior.  Slightly  larger  than  common 
I  house  sparrows,  they  inhabit  open 
country  with  scattered  trees  and  sub¬ 
sist  mainly  on  insects  such  as  grass¬ 
hoppers,  katydids,  and  beetles. 

The  eastern  bluebird,  Sfu/rh  sialis, 
lives  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
from  southern  Canada  to  Central 
America.  The  male  sports  a  bright 
blue  back,  a  rusty  throat  and  breast, 
and  a  white  belly. 

Its  western  counterpart,  Sialia  mex- 


icana,  lives  in  the  Pacific  coast  and 
mountain  states  from  southern  Cana¬ 
da  into  Mexico.  Its  coloring  is  much 
like  the  eastern  bluebird's  except  for 
a  blue  throat  and  the  extension  of 
the  rusty  color  of  its  breast  across 
the  shoulder  to  the  upper  back. 

The  mountain  bluebird,  Sialia 
curmcoides,  lives  in  the  high  alpine 
areas  of  the  coastal  ranges  and  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  from  Alaska  to 
Mexico.  Save  for  its  white  belly,  it  is 
entirely  blue. 

Females  of  all  three  species  look 
like  the  males,  but  are  duller  and 
I  grayer.  Speckled  breasts  distinguish 
the  juveniles.  □ 
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Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association  •  Volume  2,  Number  2  •  Spring  2001 


President' s  Perch 

By  Haleya  Priest 

It  is  with  a  very  heavy  heart  that  I  must 
announce  the  sudden  passing  on  March  9,  2001  of 
our  dear  friend  and  board  member,  Jerry  Pattee. 
We  remain  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  news.  He 
will  be  sorely  missed.  We  extend  our  deepest 
sympathies  to  Jerry's  wife  and  children  who 
adored  him  even  during  the  thick  of  the  season, 
when  he  was  involved  with  bluebirds  24/7!  Please 
note  the  lovely  tribute  in  this  edition  of  the 
newsletter.  We'll  also  have  a  tribute  for  Jerry 
during  our  "Spring  Bluebird  Festival"  informal 
MBA  bluebird  event  at  Lillian  Lund  Files  home  on 
^  May  5^^.  My  heart-felt  thanks  to  each  and  every 
F -MBA  board  member,  as  well  as  the  many 
volunteers  and  members  for  your  good  thoughts 
extended  during  this  trying  time.  I  keep  reminding 
that  it  would  be  Jerry's  wish  for  us  to 
continue  widT  our  efforts  to' strengthen  the  MBA. 
With  so  much  talent  and  support  within  our  ranks, 
we  are  moving  full  steam  ahead.  I  also  imagine 
Jerry  "up  there"  telling  me  not  to  take  his  death  so 
seriously.  I  do  anyway,  and  I'm  sure  he  imderstands 
why  this  is  so  hard. 

Now,  doesn't  that  sound  just  like  Jerry  -  "up 
there"  with  the  bluebirds,  cracking  up  at  the 
frivolity  of  life  itself,  having  a  grand  old  time, 
knowing  full  well  that  "this  too  shall  pass".  How  I 
grew  so  close  to  someone  in  just  a  year  is  beyond 
me,  but  I  did,  and  I  imagine  that  says  quite  a  bit 
about  Jerry's  personality  -  his  ineffable  caring,  his 
generous,  wise  and  humorous  way.  We  shall 
always  hold  him  near  and  dear  in  our  hearts  as  an 
integral  part  of  our  bluebird  family. 

Now  to  segue  with  "full  steam  ahead",  perhaps 
you  noticed  that  the  newsletter  has  a  snazzy  new 
look.  Thad  s  because  Laura  Schachtner  has 
volunteered  to  lay-out  MA  BLUE.  Thank  you 
Laura  for  volunteering  your  time  and 
extraordinary  talents!  What  would  we  do  without 
you?  You  may  have  also  noticed  that  this  issue 


reads  a  bit  different.  That  may  be  due  to  the 
addition  of  Robin  Cross  Kolberg  as  co-editor. 
Robin's  skill  and  talent  with  the  written  word 
lends  polish  to  MA  BLUE,  for  which  I  am  grateful. 
Between  the  three  of  us,  MA  BLUE  is  cookin'!  As 
always,  we  welcome  our  readers'  thoughts,  ideas 
and  insights  about  bluebirds,  and  encourage 
everyone  to  share  information  through  MA  BLUE. 
Please  keep  the  ideas  coming!  ^ 

Many  of  you  expressed  an  interest  in  a  group 
meeting  this  Spring.  Lillian  graciously  agreed  , to 
host  the  MBA  at  her  lovely  home,  and~giv¥i^, a^ 
tour  of  her  bluebird  trail  on  May  5^^.  This  is  an 
event  you  will  not  want  to  miss!  Lillian's  bluebird 

trail  is  legendary,  and  her  home  is  really  more  of  a 

shrine  to  bluebirds.  The  following  weekend,  we'll 
be  treated  to  an  exciting  bluebird/ nature/ 
agricultural  event,  "Bluebirds  and  Blossoms" 
hosted  at  Autumn  Hills  Orchards,  our  newest 
MBA  member.  This  event  will  provide  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  enjoy  Autumn  Hill's  orchards 
during  the  height  of  Spring.  Look  for  fellow  MBA 
member  Giancarla  Kalpas,  hosting  our  table  and 
leading  a  tour  of  the  orchard's  bluebird  trail. 

It  was  last  year  at  this  time  that,  after  many 
months  of  discussions  with  my  dear  friend  and 
mentor  Dean  Sheldon,  I  called  John  Bowe,  Gwen 
Newton-Denton  and  Henry  Denton  and  said, 
"Let's  start  the  MBA."  No  one  hesitated  to  get 
involved,  and  look  how  much  we  have 
accomplished  in  a  year's  time!  Thanks  to  everyone 
for  making  the  Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association 
what  it  is  today.  And,  thank  your  Jerry,  for  the 
innumerable  ways  you  contributed  to  our  fledgling 
organization.  Thank  you  Jerry  for  helping  us  fly! 

May  12*^  is  Keep  Your  Cat  Indoors  Day 

Let's  all  recognize  Keep  Your  Cat  Indoors  Day 
coming  up  on  May  M,  2001.  Each  year,  millions  of  song 
birds  are  lost  to  attack  by  domestic  cats.  This  annual  event 
is  aimed  at  both  saving  the  lives  of  song  birds  and 
inaeasmg  awareness  of  the  high  cost  associated  with 
letting  the  family  cat  outside.  Be  sure  to  bell  a  friend! 


/  MBA  Says  Goodbye  To  Our  Dear 

/  Friend,  Jerry  Pattee 

By  Robin  Cross  Kolberg 

It  is  with  much  affection  and  a  profoxmd 
sense  of  loss  that  we  bid  farewell  to  Jerry 
Pattee  of  Auburn,  MA.,  who  died  of  a  heart 
attack  on  March  9,  2001.  His  friends  at  MBA 
will  always  remember  him  as  a  wise  and  witty 
friend  of  bluebirds,  and  a  sworn  enemy  of  all 
that  would  do  them  harm,  most  notably,  the 
English  house  sparrow.  An  award-winning 
outdoor  writer,  he  spilled  ink  by  the  barrel 
writing  fascinating  articles  about  the  magic  of 
seeing  bluebirds  and  the  commitment  required 
to  foster  their  return.  We  are  blessed  to  have 
had  the  benefit  of  Jerry's  wisdom  published  in 
MA  BLUE. 

When  he  wasn't  observing  or  writing  about 
bluebirds,  he  could  often  be  found  out  in  the 
countryside  monitoring  his  100  or  so  bluebird 
boxes,  or  participating  in  other  bluebird 
restoration  and  banding  projects.  He  was 
especially  known  for  meticulously  observing, 
photographing  and  recording  every  detail  of 
what  he  saw  in  nature,  including  his  bluebird 
friends'  daily  activities.  Jerry  received  his 
banding  license  five  years  ago,  after  working 
with  a  professional  bander.  He  assisted  the 
Auburn  Sportsmen's  Club  in  banding  98 
different  bird  species  last  year.  Jerry  is  the 
inventor  of  the  well-known  No  Touch  Sparrow 
Trap,  which  also  serves  as  an  effective  method 
for  banding  other  species.  Jerry  was  also  an 
active  MBA  board  member  who  opened  his 
home  to  our  cause  by  regularly  hosting  board 
meetings. 

What  MBA  members  may  not  know  about 
Jerry  is  that,  besides  serving  as  a  member  of 
Auburn's  Natural  Resources  Trust  and  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  writing  a 
regular  nature  column  for  several  newspapers, 
he  was  also  actively  involved  with  helping  boy 
scouts  earn  merit  badges  by  monitoring 
bluebird  trails.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Auburn  Sportsmen's  Club  and  a  soccer  coach 


with  his  wife  of  over  30  years,  Beverly.  Jerry  is 
also  survived  by  an  adult  son  and  daughf^ 
i^erhaps  Jerry's  dear  friend  and  fellow  Miot 
member  Doc  Weagle  remembered  Jerry  best 
by  observing  "he  was  a  real  down  to  earth 
person  who  really  tried  to  make  a  difference, 
and  to  make  people  aware  of  nature  at  its 
best."  Doc  recalls  Jerry  as  a  man  who  proved 
that  sportsmen  are  also  individuals  committed 
to  preservation  of  all  creatures  and  their 
habitat. 


Photo  by  Gail  Hansche 

Jerry's  spirit  and  zest  for  life  is  similar  to 
poet  George  Bradley's  description  of  our 
beloved  bluebird: 


The  bluebird,  famous  for  the  scrap  of  sky. 
Borne  on  his  back— an  indigo  so  brigjht 
That  just  a  gjimpse  of  his  distinctive  fligjit> 

AU  swoop  and  flurry  captivates  the  eye 
And  makes  us  smOe  for  having  made  us  start— 
Has  hope  and  optimism  to  the  marrow. 


Jerry,  we  shall  miss  the  scrap  of  sky  you 
brought  into  our  lives,  ^ 


Please  make  donations  in  his  memory  to 
Auburn  Sportsmen's  Club 
Bird  Banding  Program 
50  Elm  Street,  Auburn,  MA  01501 
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May  5,  2001 


Spring  Bluebird  Festival  with  Lillian  Lund  Files 

The  Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association  will  host  a  SPRING  BLUEBIRD  FESTIVAL 
gathering  on  May  5th,  or  rain  date  on  the  6th,  at  the  home  of  Lillian  Lund  Files  in 
Tyngsboro.  This  should  be  valuable  to  both  beginner  and  experienced  bluebirders.  We 
hope  to  have  a  tour  of  Lillian’s  trail  for  those  interested  and  a  chance  to  tour  her  home  and| 
see  the  many  bluebird  memorabilia  gathered  over  the  many  years  of  her  birding. 

Registration  begins  at  10:30  ^  with  a  full  afternoon  ending  about  3:30  pm.  We  plan  on 
door  prizes  or  gifts  for  new  members,  and  a  table  of  artifacts  for  sale. 

We  are  suggesting  a  “brown  bag”  lunch,  and  the  MBA  will  provide  drinks.  At  lunch  we 
have  planned  discussions  of  various  timely  topics.  Please  bring  a  lawn  chair  or  a  picnic 
blanket  for  your  comfort  during  lunch.  In  the  aftemoon,  weather  permitting,  we  hope  to 
gather  outdoors  for  discussions  of  sparrow  trapping,  the  threat  of  several  diseases  related 
to  birding,  as  Lyme  disease.  Hantavirus  or  the  West  Nile  virus.  If  indoors,  videos  can  also 
be  shown. 


Directions:  Take  Rte.  495N  to  Rte.  3N  (exit  35).  After  approximately  5  miles  take  Rte. 
40 W  (exit  33).  Drive  3  miles  west  on  Rte.  40  and  turn  right  at  the  Getty  station  on 
Dunstable  Road  (North).  Follow  this  road  for  2  miles  (it  be<;omes  Scribner  Road).  You 
will  find  Lillian  Lund  Files  house  on  your  left  at  #106. 


a 


BLUEBIRD  SONG 

(To  the  tune  of  Let  Me  Cat!  you  Su^eetheart) 
By  Shirley  Eiser  Topoyski,  2000 

We  are  friends  of  bluebirds 
And  iVe  show  We  care: 

Buitdiny  traits  and  houses 
For  them  everywhere. 

What  a  Wondrous  feetiny 
When  We  see  them  fty, 

Feathered  tittle  jeWets 
Brightening  up  the  skg! 


SPRING  BLUEBIRD  FESTIVAL 
Informal  MBA  Event 


The  Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association  will  host  a  SPRING 
BLUEBIRD  FESTIVAL  gathering  on  May  5th,  or  rain  date  on 
the  6th,  at  the  home  of  Lillian  Lund  Files  in  Tyngsboro.  This 
should  be  valuable  to  both  beginner  and  experienced 
bluebirders.  We  hope  to  have  a  tour  of  Lillian's  trail  for  those 
interested  and  a  chance  to  tour  her  home  and  see  the  many 
bluebird  memorabilia  gathered  over  the  many  years  of  her 
birding. 


Registration  begins  at  1 0:30  am  with  a  full  afternoon  ending  about  3:30  pm.  We  plan  on 
door  prizes  or  gifts  for  new  members,  and  a  table  of  artifacts  for  sale. 

We  are  suggesting  a  "brown  bag"  lunch,  and  the  MBA  will  provide  drinks.  At  lunch  we 
have  planned  discussions  of  various  timely  topics.  Please  bring  a  lawn  chair  or  a  picnic 
blanket  for  your  comfort  during  lunch.  In  the  afternoon,  weather  permitting,  we  hope  to 
gather  outdoors  for  discussions  of  sparrow  trapping,  the  threat  of  several  diseases  related 
to  birding,  as  Lyme  disease.  Hantavirus  or  the  West  Nile  virus.  If  indoors,  videos  can  also  be 
shown. 


^  LicuamPlCS 
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Directions: 

Take  Rte.  495N  to  Rte.  3N  (exit  35).  After 
approximately  5  miles  take  Rte.  40W  (exit  33). 
Drive  3  miles  west  on  Rte.  40  and  turn  right  at 
the  Getty  station  on  Dunstable  Road  (North). 
Follow  this  road  for  2  miles  (it  becomes 
Scribner  Road).  You  will  find  Lillian  Lund  Files 
house  on  your  left  at  #106.  (978)  692-2520 


Informal  Retreat  at  Lillian's  House 
is  a  Great  Success 

By  Robin  Cross  Kolberg 


Photo  by  Jeanne  Nevard 


On  Saturday,  May  5th,  about  25  die-hard 
bluebird  types  made  the  pilgrimage  to  bluebird 
guru  Lillian  Lund  File's  home  in  Northern 
Massachusetts,  like  monks  on  a  pilgrimage  to  seek 
enlightenment.  Lillian's  home  rests  at  the  top  of  a 
hill,  providing  a  stunning  view  of  the  White 
Mountain  foothills.  Lillian's  hill-top  look  out  is 
known  locally  in  Tyngsboro  as  "the  million  dollar 
view".  The  weather  initially 
appeared  threatening,  but  it 
settled  into  a  gorgeous  day. 

The  Gathering  began  on  a 
somber  note,  with  Haleya 
giving  a  heartfelt  tribute  to 
our  late  founding  member, 

Jerry  Pattee.  Jerry  was 
remembered  as  the  St.  Francis 
of  the  Bluebirds,  "the  one 
chosen  by  bluebirds  to 
convey  to  us  their  habits  and 
preferences".  Others  offered 
their  own  remembrances  of 
Jerry,  including  George  Brouillette.  We  completed 
our  walk  down  memory  lane  when  Lillian  played 
a  song  written  and  sung  by  opera  singer  Jan  Peerce 
called  "Bluebird  of  Happiness". 

Haleya  noted  that  May  13,  2001  marked  our 
one-year  anniversary,  and  that  the  MBA  now  has 
over  90  members!  We  were  thrilled  to  add  four 
new  bluebirders  to  our  ranks  that  day.  Haleya 
asked  members  to  continue  this  trend  by 
encouraging  their  bluebirding  friends  and 
acquaintances  to  sign  on  to  the  MBA.  She  also  gave 
thanks  to  several  board  members  who  helped 
launch  the  MBA. 

We  then  toured  Lillian's  home  which  is  really 
more  of  a  shrine  to  bluebirds  with  hundreds  of 
bluebird  artifacts,  and  a  well-stocked  bird  library 
and  video  collection  (not  to  mention  an  impressive 
philosophy  collection,  and  every  book  ever  written 
by  or  about  Henry  David  Thoreau).  After  a  bag 
lunch,  the  group  formed  an  impromptu  circle  and 
chatted  well  into  the  afternoon  about  all  things 
bluebird.  Lillian  entertained  us  with  lots  of  stories, 
and  humorously  shared  her  favorite  hate  letters 
received  in  response  to  her  disagreement  with  the 
town  of  Gloucester  fire  department's  rescue  of  a 
Starling  nest.  She  expressed  amusement  at  the 


intensity  of  the  anger  generated  in  response  to  her 
observation  that  the  Town  rescued  an  invasive 
species  that  will  likely  raid  native  cavity-nesting 
birds  in  the  future.  Lillian  noted  her  disappoint¬ 
ment  when  the  area  newspaper  refused  to  publish 
the  most  rabid  of  those  hate  letters,  in  which  the 
author  called  her  a  bird  Nazi,  and  compared 
Lillian  to  Hitler.  Lillian's  endless  energy  seems  to 
be  derived  from  her  love  of  debate.  She  once  said 
that  if  we  all  were  m  agreement,  we  wouldn't  learn 
anything.  The  gathering  also  included  informative 
talks  about  Jerry  Pattee's  No  Touch  Trap,  as  modi¬ 
fied  and  now  sold  by  George  Brouillette,  and  Dr. 

Herb  Everett's  discussion 
about  how  we  need  to  be 
mindful  of  the  risks  posed  by 
mice  nesting  along  our  trails, 
since  certain  types  of  mice  are 
carriers  of  the  potentially 
deadly  Hantavirus.  We 
ended  the  day  with  a  guided 
tour  of  Lillian's  bluebird  trail. 
Everyone  enjoyed  the 
camaraderie  that  occurs 
when  a  group  of  devoted 
bluebirders  get  to  enjoy  the 
wisdom  of  so  many 
knowledgeable  folks  like  Lillian.  The  day  was  so 
enjoyable  that  we  all  resolved  to  stay  connected 
and  continue  to  share  our  trail  observations  in 
order  to  enhance  our  understanding  of  the 
mysterious  bluebird  friends  again  at  the  Annual 
Conference  on  September  30th  at  the  Auburn 
Sportsmen's  Club,  and  we  certainly  hope  to  see 
you  there! 


Lillian’s  Tribute  to  Jerry  I 

Lillian  Lund  Files  played  her  favorite  song  in  tribute  of  Jerry  I 
Pattee  at  the  MBA  “Spring  Fling*.  We  were  especially  touched  I 
because  the  recording  was  sung  by  Jan  Peerce  himself.  The  I 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  lyrics.  ^  I 

-  I 

Bluebird  Of  Happiness  \ 

By  Jan  Peerce  "  "  I 

I  The  beggar  man  and  the  mighty  king  I 

are  only  different  in  name  I 

For  they  are  g  reeted  just  the  same  by  faith  ; : I 

Today  a  smile  and  tomorrow  a  tear  > ,  I 

we’re  never  sure  what’s  in  store  ■  .  '  '  I 

So  learn  your  lesson  before  it  is  too  late.  "  ^  I 

So  feel  like  I,  hold  your  head  up  high  ^  ^ 

Till  you  find  the  bluebird  of  happiness.  \ 

You  will  find  greater  peace  of  mind  ' 

Knowing  there’s  a  bluebird  of  happiness 

And  when  he  sings  to  you  though  you’re  deep  in  blue  ^ 

I  You  will  see  a  ray  of  light  creep  through 
I  And  so  remember  this  life  is  no  abyss 
I  Somewhere  there’s  a  bluebird  of  happiness. 

I  The  poet  with  his  pen,  the  peasant  with  his  plow, 

I  it  makes  no  difference  who  you  are  it’s  all  the  same  somehow. 

I  The  king  upon  his  throne,  the  jester  at  his  feet,  : , 

I  the  shop  girt,  the  actress,  the  man  on  tfie  street  ^ 

I  If  s  a  life  of  smiles  and  a  life  of  tears  T  \ 

I  It’s  a  life  of  hopes  and  a  life  of  fears 
I A  blinding  torrent  of  rain  and  a  brilliant  burst  of  sun  "  . 

I A  biting  tearing  pain  and  bubbling  sparkling  fun 
I  And  no  matter  what  you  have  - 

I  Don’t  envy  those  you  meet  it’s  all  the  same  . 

I  ifs  in  the  game;  the  bitter  and  the  sweet 
I  And  if  things  don’t  look  so  cheerful 
I  Just  show  a  little  fight  for  every  bit  of  darkness 
I  there  is  a  little  bit  of  light  ^  .  '' ' 

I  for  every  bit  of  hatred  there  is  a  little  bit  of  love 
I  for  every  cloudy  morning  there’s  some  midnight  moon  above. 

I  So  don’t  you  forget  you  must  search  till  you  find  a  bluebird.  ; 

I  You  will  find  peace  and  contentment  forever 
I  If  you  will  be  like  I  - 

I  Hold  your  head  up  high 
I  Till  you  see  a  ray  of  light  and  cheer 
I  And  so  remember  this  life  is  no  abyss 
I  Somewhere  there’s  a  bluebird  of  happiness.  . 

I  OpefBtictena  and  cantonal  shger  Jan  Peerce, 
a  Jacob  Phcus  Perdrwth,  was  bom  h  New  York  h  1904,  the  son  of 
u  (Mxxhx  Jewish  emigr^  fkxn  Russk  At  aae  9  he  be^  playhg 
the  VK/n  and  singhg  h  synagogues  and  /nake  his  shghg  debut  at 
I  Radio  City  Music  Hai  ii  WZ  Under  conductor  Aituo  Toscanhi 
I  Peerce  rnake  early  radb  operatic  broadcasts  and  recordhgs  of  ‘  La 
Li  Boheme’,  Tosca*  and  “Madame  Butted!/.  He  went  on  to  become  a 
I  feacfr^  ^  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  for  27  seasons,  a  reoordrg 
I  star,  a  headitoerh  Las  Ve^  He  Splayed  an  UTTforgeltable  role  on 
[i  Broadwayh  ‘Fiddler on  toe  RooT.  He  died  h  New  York  h  December 
f:  1984. 
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bluebirder’s  tale — persistence  is  rewarded 


By  Jeanne  Nevard 

SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT 


PEPPERELL  -  Soon  after  we 
moved  to  our  Pepperell  home  in  the 
fall  of  1998,  my  husband  Ken 
installed  the  first  two  wooden  blue¬ 
bird  boxes  in  our  meadow.  We  pur¬ 
posely  chose  a  home  with  the  per¬ 
fect  habitat  for  bluebirds— that  is  to 
say,  an  open  meadow,  free  of  pesti¬ 
cides  and  full  of  insects. 

Our  anticipation  was  soon 
rewarded  by  a  visit  from  a  small 
group  of  bluebirds.  Some  say  they 
carry  the  color  of  the  sky  on  their 
back,  and  they  truly  do  have  brilliant 
blue  plumage.  We  welcomed  them 
and  hoped  after  they  carefully  inves¬ 
tigated  the  boxes  they  would  fly 
south  but  remember  to  come  back 
and  nest  here  in  the  spring. 

They  did  return,  and  we  were 
overjoyed.  The  birds  now  had  six 
boxes  to  choose  from,  but  we  soon 
learned  that  the  life  of  a  bluebird  is 
very  difficult. 

Their  species  nearly  became 
extinct  from  loss  of  habitat  due  to 
development,  spraying  of  pesticides 
in  orchards,  and  aggression  from  the 
alien  house  sparrow. 

The  nexting  birds  chose  box 
number  one,  the  closest  one  to  a 
bam,  and  laid  four  eggs.  One  rainy 
May  afternoon,  a  violent  pack  of 
house  sparrows  drove  off  the  par¬ 
ents,  poked  holes  in  each  egg,  and 
tossed  them  out  of  the  nest.  We  were 
heartbroken. 
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PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  JEANNE  NEVARD 

At  left,  our  newly-hatched  bluebird  babies,  and 
above,  a  rear  view  of  bluebirds  and  a  rainbow  in  our 
Pepperell  backyard. 


Similar  scenarios  plagued  the  bluebirds 
all  summer,  and  no  chicks  were  hatched.  The 
bluebirds  visited  off  and  on  all  winter,  but 
we  hoped  they  would  fly  south  and  not 
linger,  in  danger  of  freezing  to  death. 

The  spring  and  summer  of  2000  were 
abnormally  cold  and  rainy.  The  birds  tried 
again  to  nest,  but  their  eggs  either  got  cold  or 
were  attacked  again  by  the  non-native  house 
sparrow.  Still,  the  bluebirds  showed  interest 
in  the  houses  during  the  fall,  before  they  flew 
south. 

Now  it's  the  spring  of  2001,  and  the  per¬ 
sistent  couple  finally  has  had  success.  This 
pair  returned  year  after  year,  until  all  the 
conditions  were  right.  On  May  17,  five  baby 
chicks  were  bom. 

Now  for  the  exhausting  business  of  feed¬ 
ing  them.  We  had  learned  from  other  blue- 
birders  that  you  can  buy  mealworms  at  a  pet 
store  to  help  the  parents  feed  their  hungry 
young.  It  was  our  morning  ritual  to  go  out 
and  feed  the  bluebirds  their  breakfast.  They 


became 
very 
used  to 
our  vis¬ 
its  and 
even 
allowed 
us  to 
check 
into 
their 
boxes. 
It  is 

important  to  monitor  the  bluebirds’  boxes 
daily  for  many  reasons.  Another  bird  can 
move  in  and  build  on  top  of  their  nest;  the 
parents  can  be  attacked  and  killed;  the  eggs 
can  be  destroyed;  and  countless  other  rea¬ 
sons.  Once  you  know  when  the  eggs  were 
laid,  you  can  count  the  days,  until  the 
nestlings  hatch.  And  when  you  know  the  age 
of  the  babies,  you  must  be  careful  to  leave 
them  alone  right  before  they  fledge. 

So  now  the  parents  come  up  to  our  deck 
occasionally  looking  for  mealworms.  We 
had  hoped  they  would  bring  their  babies  up 
to  meet  us,  but  they  remain  covertly  hidden 
in  the  tall  hickory  trees.  We  learned  that  this 
couple  may  have  a  second  and  third  brood 
this  summer.  Also,  the  youngsters  from  the 
first  family  often  help  raise  the  next  brood  of 
baby  birds. 

We  learned  so  much  valuable  informa¬ 
tion  after  joining  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Soci¬ 
ety,  which  meets  monthly  in  Dunstable.  Lil¬ 
lian  Files,  an  expert  bluebirder  who  m^mT 


Jaii^s  numerous  boxes,  has  given  us  much 
advice  on  tTTe  tine  arTol  bluebirding.  We 
never  anticipated” th^  we  would^becbme 
"stewards"  of  this  once  endangered  bird.  It  is 
such  a  thrill  to  stand  five  feet  away  from 
these  birds  and  watch  them  enthusiastically 
accept  food  from  us.  They  are  already  check¬ 
ing  out  our  other  boxes  for-we  hope-a  sec¬ 
ond  nesting.  We  are  also  watching  two  dif¬ 
ferent  families  of  tree  swallows  successfully 
raise  their  young. 

I  was  able  to  photograph  these  stunning 
birds  on  our  deck  over  Memorial  Day  week¬ 
end,  with  an  incredible  background  of  a  dou¬ 
ble  rainbow  spanning  the  meadow.  I  couldn't 
help  but  think  of  Judy  Garland's  theme  song 
“Somewhere  over  the  rainbow,  bluebirds 
fly." 

Aren't  we  lucky  to  see  these  handsome 
creatures  again? 


'Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  meets 
from  September  tQ  May,  on  the 
Thursday  of  the  the  Dunstable 

CgngregatJgnaliC^m^Rtlip,  Dmi 
^abief  at  7/dO  pm.  For  more  informa- 
.  WsK  Wiberg  at  (978)  658-  - 

* :  V  T^^lMa^h^h^s^tts  Bluebird 
I  meets  twice  Their  address 

MA  01Q85,  or  ott  the  web  itt  herper.tti^ 
pod.coia7mbiikome, 


utumn  Hills  Orchard 


an  authentic  working  orchard  in  Groton,  Massachusetts 


Our  Fruit 


Our  Farm 


Journal 


Photo  Gallery 


Join  us  for  our  first  annual  spring  event,, 

**Blossoms  and  Bluebirds** 

Saturday  **  May  12 
11:00  AM  to  4:00  PM 


*  Guided  walks  to  view  the  orchard  in  bloom 

*  Learn  about  bluebirds  and  their  nesting  habits 

*  Spectacular  vistas  from  our  hilltop  orchard  in  historic  Groton 


uuu, 


May  12,  2001 


Open  House  at  Autumn  Hills  Orchard 

Welcome  Autumn  Hills! 

MBA  wishes  to  extend  an  especially  warm  welcome  to  our  newest  group  member. 
Autumn  Hills  Orchard.  Located  at  495  Chicopee  Row  in  Groton,  MA.  Autumn  Hills  is  a 
scenic  working  orchard  located  in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  It  hosts  over  6000  fruit  trees 
and  is  currently  abuzz  (literally!)  as  its  “for  hire”  bees  work  to  pollinate  the  orchard. 
Autumn  Hills  is  also  a  study  site  that  actively  monitors  Bluebirds  and  Tree  Swallows  and 
it  provides  an  opportunity  for  visitors  to  enjoy  the  sight  of  these  cavity  nesting  birds 
throughout  the  breeding  season. 


l-i. 


Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association 


Lillian  presented  Haleya  with  a  copy  of  The 
Return  of  the  Bluebird  by  Andre  P.  Dion.  Lillian 
inscribed  the  book  with  the  following  message: 
Madam  President  Haleya,  I  hope  you'll  enjoy  this 
book.  While  President  of  NABS,  Andre  Dion  of 
Quebec  wrote  this  book  in  French.  He  writes 
children's  environmental  books  of  course  all  in 
French.  Since  most  of  us  couldn't  read  this  bluebird 
book,  he  arranged  for  a  lady  from  England  to 
translate  it  for  NABS.  I  thought  you  should  have  a 
copy  for  your  bluebird  library!  Love,  Lil. 


2nd  Annual 


MBA  Bluebird 
Conference 


You  are  cordially  invited  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association 
2nd  Annual  Bluebird  Conference 
September  30,  2001 
Auburn  Sportsman's  Club,  Auburn,  MA 


Members  of  the  MBA  as  well  as  non-members  are  invited  to  attend  our 
2nd  Annual  Bluebird  Conference  of  the  Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association. 

You  are  welcome  to  participate  in  pre-conference  events,  which  include 
banding  migratory  warblers  (weather  permitting),  as  well  as  two  mini-workshops  to 
enhance  your  success  with  bluebirds  and  other  native  cavity  nesters. 


Pre-Conference  Schedule 


7:00  a.m.  -  11:00  a.m.  ~  Bird  Banding  (weather  pemnitting/see  note  below) 
10:30  a.m.  -  11:00  a.m.  ~  Open  MBA  Workshop  -  liestbox  Know  How  -  Herb 
Everett  will  guide  us  through  a  variety  of  nestboxes,  their  unique  qualities  and 
nnost  importantly,  what  makes  a  well-built  nest  box 

11:00  a.m.  -  11:30  a.m.  -  Open  MBA  Workshop  -  House  Sparrow  Control  - 
Maleya  Priest  demonstrates  her  favorite  traps:  Bolt,  Van  Ert,  and  Huber  traps 


Conference  Schedule 


•  11:30  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m.  -  Conference  Registration  &  Lunch  Break,  (snacks  and 
drinks  available  at  club  all  day) 

•  1:00  p.m.  -  MBA  Conference  Introductions  and  Business  Meeting 

•  1:30  p.m.  ~  Featured  Event:  Wild  Bird  Rehabilitation:  Btories  and  anecdotes, 
slide  show  and  talk  by  licensed  rehabilitator,  author,  naturalist,  and  park 
ranger.  Bill  Danielson,  also  licensed  rehabilitator  and  owner  of  the  Whistling 
Crow,  Barbara  5kelly.  Includes  first  care  for  your  injured  bluebirds  and  Q  A 

•  2:45  p.m.  ~  Open  floor  roundtable  discussion  and  Q  &  A  period  for  general 
bluebirding  questions 

•  3:00  p.m.  -  Bluebirder  Award  Of  The  Year.  Closing  Remarks  and  Raffle  Drawing 


Hope  to  see  you  there!  Questions?  Call  Hart  Millett  (978)  263-0988. 
Call  (413)  549-3937  for  recording  whether  bird  banding  will  need  to  be 

canceled  due  to  weather  conditions. 


2nd  Annual  MBA  Bluebird  Conference 
Auburn  Sportsmen's  Club  •  Elm  Street,  Auburn,  MA 
questions?  call  Hart  Millett  (978)  263-0988 


Directions: 

From  1-90  (Mass  Pike),  take  Exit  10  (Auburn)  and  follow  signs  for 
Route  20  East  (you  will  take  395  south  and  immediately  exit  on 
20  East).  Go  up  hill  through  first  traffic  light,  turn  right  at  blinking 
yellow  light  on  Elm  Street.  After  crossing  railroad  tracks,  look  for 
Auburn  Sportsmen's  Club  entrance  on  right. 


Gerald  Sutton  Pattee: 

May  the  bluebirds  fly  ’round  about  your  head 
May  the  road  rise  to  meet  you. 

May  the  wind  be  always  at  your  back. 
May  the  sun  shine  warm  upon  your  face, 
And  the  rains  fall  soft  upon  your  fields. 
May  your  game  birds  be  the  plumpest. 

May  all  your  fish  be  whoppers. 

May  all  your  deer  be  Boone  &  Crocket. 
And,  my  Friend,  until  we  meet  again. 
May  God  hold  You  in  the  palm  of  His  hand! 


The  Members  of  the  Bird  Committee,  the 
Directors  and  the  entire  Membership  of 
The  Auburn  Sportsman’s  Club 
wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
the  very  generous  donation  you  have  made  in 
memory  of  our  friend  and  fellow  sportsman 

Gerald  S.  Pattee. 


These  funds  will  be  used  to  perpetuate 
The  Auburn  Sportsman's  Club’s 
BIRD  BANDING  PROGRAM. 


A  project  which  was  very  dear  to  Gerry. 


Thanks  Again, 


The  A.  S.  C. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  6,  OWLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  by  Marcia  Wilson. 
Marcia  Wilson  of  Dunstable  is  well  known  to  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society,  as  our  former  president.  Her  Owl  presentations  have 
been  very  well  received  around  New  England  for  several  years. 

(If  Mark's  busy  schedule  at  the  Globe  allows,  he  will  be  present  to 
assist.)  Marcia  and  Mark  are  avid  naturalists,  both  having  biology 
degrees.  The  hi-lite  of  the  program  will  be  the  appearance  of  SIX 
live  owls.  Don’t  miss  this  program! 

Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Fellowship  Hall  (upstairs)  at  the 
Congregational  Church  In  Dunstable  (Route  113)  Dues:  Single 
$7,  Family  $10.  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

Public  invited.  For  mom  informabon  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg, 
Pres.  (978)658-5852;  George  Brouillette,  Tmas.  (978)448-5448; 
Ul  Files,  Acting  Program  Co-Ord.  (978)692-2520;  Erin  Costello, 


Publicity  (978)649-6499. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  4 
-  POT  POURRI  About  every  other  year,  the  T.B.S.  conducts  a 
pot  pourri,  an  event  leading  up  to  the  holidays  which  is  always  a 
llot  of  fun.  Full  details  will  be-presented  during  the  September 
[meeting.  (If  you  are  unable  to  attend  the  September  meeting 
[call  Lil  Files  or  Hugh  Wiberg  for  further  information.) 

I  Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Fellowship  Hall  (upstairs)  at  the 
■Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  (Route  113)  Dues-  Sinale 
y$7,  Family  $10.  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

Public  invited.  For  more  information  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg 
^res.  (978)658-5852;  George  Brouillette,  Trees.  (978)448-5448- 
L//  Flies,  Acting  Program  Co-Ord.  (978)692-2520;  Erin  Costello  ’ 
Publicity  (978)649-6499. 
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Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association 

An  affiliate  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  (NABS) 

MaBlue@gis.net  http:/ /herper. tripod.com/ mbahome.html 
89  Pulpit  Hill  Road  Amherst,  MA  01002  413-549-3937 


Board  of  Directors 
Haleya  Priest 

President 

413-549-3937 

MaBlue@gisJiet 

John  Bowe 

Vice  President 
413-584-3398 
jfbowe@hotinail.com 

Herb  Everett 

Secretary 

508-238-2141 

heverett@mediaone.com 

Henry  Denton 

Director 

413-562-0926 

daltd9@msrLcom 

Gwen  Newton-Denton 

Treasurer 

413-568-1520 

daltd9@msn.com 

HartMiDett 

Director 

978-263-0988 

H2utMillett@netscape.net 

Edited  of  MA  BLUE 

Haleya  Priest 
Thom  Levy 
Robin  Cross  Kolberg 
(508)  Z38-9488 
skolbergl@juno.com 


December  26, 2001 


Dear  Lillian, 


Thank  you  so  much  for  volunteering  your  time,  effort  and  skills  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bluebird  Association.  With  your  help,  we've  been  able  to 
succesfully  'fledge'  the  Association  in  ways  that  none  of  us  expected!  For  youi 
efforts,  we  would  like  to  give  you  our  thanks  and  hope  you  will  accept  this 
Certificate  of  Appreciation. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Anthony  Hill 
Corresponding  Secretary 
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Slide/Lecture  presentation  by  Lillian  Files 

Tuesday,  March  19th 
7:30pm 

Stow  Town  Hall 
To  Register  Call  978-897'3500 


Bluebird  Lady.  Join  Sudbury  Valley 
Trustees  and  "The  Bluebird  Lady" 
7:30-9  p.m.  at  Town  Hall  in  Stow.  Lil¬ 
lian  Lund  RIes  shares  her  60  years  of 
bluebird  expertise  during  a  slide/lec- 


Sudbury  Valley  Trustees 


Sudbury 

V\LLEY 

Trustees 


Protecting  the  natural  resources  of  the  Sudbury,  Assabet  and  Concord  River  Valleys  since  ipS3 


20  March  2002 

/ 

Lillian  Files  \  V 

106  Scribner  Hill  / 

Tyngsborough,  MA  01879  ' 

DearLil: 

/ 

On  behalf  of  Sudbury  Valley  Trustees,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  donating  your 
time  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  19^^  in  presenting  your  bluebird  slide/lecture 
program  at  the  Stow  Town  Hall.  Your  expertise  and  enthusiasm  helped  to  excite 
all  those  who  attended  the  program;  we  will  all  become  better  bluebird  stewards 
because  of  your  work. 

How  fortunate  we  were  to  have  your  program  booked  on  the  day  between  two 
of  the  biggest  snowstorms  of  the  2001-2002  mnter seasonl 

With /Best  Regards  '  - 


fXVJOY 
Sandy  Lower 
Sudbury  Valley  Trustees 


A  SCRAP  OF  SKY 

The  bluebird,  famous  for  the  scrap  of  sky 
Borne  on  his  back  —  an  indigo  so  bright 
That  just  a  glimpse  of  his  distinctive  flight. 

All  swoop  and  flurry,  captivates  the  eye 
And  makes  us  smile  for  having  made  us  start  — 
Has  hope  and  optimism  to  the  marrow. 

Or  at  least  has  the  pluck  to  reappear 
In  fields  where  he  was  dispossessed  last  year. 

And  there  that  feathered  terrier  the  sparrow. 
Bearing  no  more  than  murder  in  his  heart. 

Will  once  more  wait  to  steal  the  nest  and  drive 
The  weaker,  more  attractive  bird  away. 

So  beauty  comes  each  spring  and  tries  to  stay. 
And  so  does  drab  determination  thrive. 

-  George  Bradley,  New  Yorker  Magazine,  May| 


tJluebirds  returning  in  the  spring. 

Males  and  females  on  the  wins. 

Hurry,  scurry,  build  that  nest 
In  spring  there  is  no  bluebird  rest! 

Soft  blue  eggs  (and  sometimes  white) 
Promise  a  future  that  is  bright. 

I  Tiny  babes  soon  will  speak 
And  ask  for  food  with  hungry  beak. 

They  eat  and  eat  and  feathers  grow. 

Then  the  blue  begins  to  show. 

I  While  Mom  and  Dad  have  no  time  to  sing. 

I  The  young  begin  to  test  their  wings. 

Soon  they  are  ready  to  give  them  a  try. 

And  leaving  the  nest  they  are  able  to  fly! 

As  teenagers  they  will  still  be  fed 
But  the  nest  no  longer  is  their  bed. 

But  Mom  and  Dad  still  cannot  rest. 

It  is  time  to  start  that  second  nest. 

And  hard  to  believe  but  it  is  true, 

Those  teenagers  will  help  feed  the  newll 


ThursdayTueMarch  421,1920021999 


Re:  Fw:  any  blues  within  60  miles  of  Boston??? 


Subject:  Re:  Fw:  any  blues  within  60  miles  of  Boston??? 
Date:  Thu,  21  Mar  2002  16:21:14  -0400 
From:  Haieya  Priest  <mabiue(^gis.net> 

To:  blueburd@smet.com 

CC:  "  (BLIJEBIRD-L)”  <BLUEBIRD-L@rornell.edu> 
References:  1 


Haieya  Priest  Amherst  MA 

Dear  Bruce  et  al  -  you  mentioned  Lillian  Lund  Files.  She  is  well  and 
alive  and  still  bluebirding  in  Southeastern  MA.  1  mention  her  to  the 
group  because  she  was  one  of  the  first  NABS  presidents. 

This  woman  has  been  bluebirding  for  50  odd  years!  She*s  done  about 
600  bluebird  slide  shows  and  is  still  going  strong!  If  I  don't  call  her 
by  7:00  a.m.  in  the  morning  I  will  have  missed  her  -  as  she  is  out  and 

about  after  that . This  woman  has  more  bluebird  stories  than  you  can 

imagine.  When  she  first  heard  about  bluebirding  many  many  years  ago,  she 
went  home  and  made  over  100  boxes!  Her  house  is  a  virtual  bluebird 
museum  with  as  many  bluebird  paintings  trinkets,  etc  that  you  could 
imagine. 

It  could  be  true  that  most  bluebirds  that  we  are  currently 
monitoring  here  in  New  England  are  related  to  Lillian  Lund  Files. 

There  are  some  on  the  list  who  will  remember  her  and  I  am  sure  she'd 
love  to  hear  from  you: 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


ZOOLOGY 

Blame  winter  for  the 
vanishing  sparrows 


Changes  in  winter  farming  practices  may 
help  explain  a  puzzhng  drop  in  number  of 
rural  house  sparrows  in  southern  England, 
says  a  University  of  Oxford  research  team. 

The  birds  once  flocked  around  farms  in 
I  such  numbers  that  “sparrow  clubs”  could 
earn  bounties  for  delivering  heads,  explains 
David  G.  Hole  of  Oxford.  In  recent  decades, 
however,  spaiTow  populations  have  plunged 
1  in  enough  locales  to  spark  sparrow-sav- 
|ing  crusades. 

Theories  abound  to 
I  explain  the  declines,  but 
Hole  and  his  colleagues 
report  in  the  Aug.  29 
{Nature  that  their  experi- 
I  ments  point  to  scarce  win- 
[ter  food  as  a  primary  cause. 

The  researchers  moni- 
Itored  nests  on  an  Oxford- 
Ishire  farm  that  had  lost  80 
[percent  of  its  sparrows  since 
[the  1980s.  Sparrow  pairs  still 
[raise  the  same  number  of  fledg- 
[lings  as  they  did  2  decades  ago. 

[The  problem,  however,  seems  to 
[  be  a  low  survival  rate  for  sparrows 
1  during  the  winter,  the  scientists 
I  found. 

Hole  and  his  colleagues  set  out 
2xtra  bird  food  during  the  winter 
I  at  that  farm  and  three  others  whose  spar¬ 
row  populations  were  still  plentiful.  The 
extra  feeding  made  a  difierence  in  survival 
rates  only  at  the  first  farm,  suggesting  that  i 
scarce  winter  food  indeed  was  keeping  pop- 
I  ulations  low. 

Genetic  analysis  shows  why  local  disap- 
Ipearances  matter.  The  data  reveal  thatj 
house  sparrows  stay  unusually  close  to  j 

home,  says  Hole.  So  if  a  farm  loses  its  spar- 
I  rows,  recolonization  isn’t  likely. 

Hole  says  it’s  hard  to  say  exactly  what’s  ; 
I  pinching  winter  bird  food.  However,  he , 
notes  that  since  World  War  II,  farmers  have 
I  been  largely  planting  grain  in  the  fall 
instead  of  leaving  fields  as  seedy,  bird- 
fnendly  stubble  through  the  \vinter.  Mod¬ 
em  weed  control  and  grain  storage  don’t  | 
leave  a  lot  of  bird  food  around  either.  — S.  M . 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  4,  RETURN  OF  THE  NATIVES  by 
William  Byrne  Bill  Byrne  of  Petersham,  MA  has  been  a 
professional  natural  history  photographer  for  over  twenty  five 
years,  having  received  a  B.S.  in  Wildlife  at  the  University  of 
Maine  in  Orono.  He  has  been  published  in  magazines  and 
journals  such  as  Smithsonian,  Sports  Afield,  Field  and  Stream 
and  Sanctuary.  He  is  also  the  Feature  Photographer  for  MASS 
Wildlife  magazine. 

Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Fellowship  Hall  (upstairs)  at  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  (Route  113)  Dues:  Single 
$7,  Family  $10.  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

Public  invited.  For  more  information  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg, 
Pres.  (978)658-5852;  George  Brouillette,  Trees.  (978)448-5448; 
Lil  Files,  Acting  Program  Co-Ord.  (978)692-2520;  Erin  Costello, 
Publicity  (978)649-6499. 
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T*  E*  Musselman 


If  Thomas  Edgar  Musselman  didn’t  start  it  all,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  made  it  easier  for  the  rest  of  us.  The  name  T.  E.  Mussel¬ 
man  is  synonymous  with  bluebird  conservation;  it  permeates 
the  published  scientific  literature  about  bluebirds  in  this  cen¬ 
tury.  Dr.  Musselman  was  a  scientist,  businessman,  college 
teacher,  family  man,  and  naturalist  -  not  necessarily  in  that 
order.  Above  all,  however,  he  was  an  organizer. 

He  took  a  few  rather  commonplace  ideas  and  practices, 
then  fashioned  a  novel  yet  workable  plan  to  revive  a  declining 
population  of  bluebirds.  He  called  his  plan  the  "bluebird  trail". 
He  spent  most  of  his  89  years  educating  all  who  would  listen 
about  the  effectiveness  of  these  trails.  Today,  more  than  70 
years  after  he  began,  thousands  of  people  carry  on  the  work  he 
started.  He  was  indeed  the  godfather  to  millions  of  bluebirds 
which  his  trails  gave  a  chance  for  life.  Certainly,  he  was  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  modern  bluebird  conservation  techniques,  including 
nest  box  design. 

T.  E.  (only  a  few  close  friends  and  perhaps  his  wife  called 
him  Tom)  was  the  most  famous  resident  of  Quincy,  Illinois. 
He  was  born  in  that  city  on  April  18,  1887. 

Hunting,  fishing  and  woodlore  practices  were  a  steady  regi¬ 
men  of  his  childhood.  By  the  time  T.  E.  completed  his  under¬ 
graduate  education  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1910,  he  was 
an  accomplished  naturalist.  In  1911,  while  attending  graduate 
school,  he  was  a  member  of  the  first  class  in  ecology  ever 
taught  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  After  taking  his  master’s 
degree  in  1913,  he  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  talking  about 
the  interrelationships  of  all  life  forms.  Before  his  death,  he  had 
the  opportunity  to  see  this  subject  become  one  of  the  foremost 
international  issues  of  this  century. 

His  work  at  Gem  City  Business  College  gave  him  a  forum 
from  which  he  could  pursue  his  other  interests.  As  an  active 
naturalist,  he  gained  regional  recognition  as  a  popular  lecturer 
on  natural  history.  For  years  he  visited  the  schools,  in  and 
around  Quincy,  and  "for  most  of  the  students  of  three  genera¬ 
tions,  T.  E.  Musselman’  was  the  one  assembly  of  the  year 
which  no  one  wanted  to  miss. 

"A  lively  and  aggressive  speaker,  he  used  a  vast  array  of  ges¬ 
tures  to  mimic  his  subjects  -  the  boundless  energy  of  a  chicka¬ 
dee,  the  menacing  gestures  of  a  snake,  the  proud  display  of  a 
courting  grouse."  He  became  immersed  in  the  animal  world 
and  revealed  the  intimacies  of  life  in  a  quiet  field  or  a  patch  of 
scrubby  hedgerow.  His  young  audiences  were  mesmerized. 

But,  he  was  not  only  a  gifted  lecturer.  He  also  wrote  maga¬ 
zine  articles,  a  daily  nature  diary,  a  regular  column  for  Quincy’s 
Herald-Whig,  engaged  in  scientific  studies  and  enjoyed  bird 
banding.  He  became  a  director  of  the  Inland  Bird  Banding  As¬ 
sociation,  gave  scholarly  lectures  for  both  the  Illinois  Audubon 
Society  and  Illinois  Academy  of  Science,  and  somehow  found 
time  to  write  a  book.  Birds  of  Illinois. 

The  awards  and  honors  proffered  to  him  were  legion.  But 
for  all  his  work  with  many  causes,  T.  E.  remains  best  known, 
and  properly  so,  for  his  work  with  bluebirds.  Dr.  Musselman 
began  to  notice,  even  in  his  youth,  that  the  bluebird  popula- 


tion  around  Adams  County,  Illinois, 
was  diminishing  rapidly.  From  his 
personal  observations  and  from 
his  studies  in  the  field  of 
ecology,  he  inferred  the  rea-  T 

sons.  The  abundance  of  ' 

House  Sparrows  and  Starlings 

were  taking  over  most  of  the  natural  cavities  which  bluebirds 
formerly  used.  Bluebirds  therefore  had  no  suitable  place  to 
nest. 

In  1926,  T.  E.  began  to  put  up  a  few  nesting  boxes,  which 
he  specifically  designed  for  bluebird  occupation.  For  the  next 
eight  years,  he  observed  that  bluebirds  readily  took  to  them.  In 
1934,  he  set  out  25  bluebird  nesting  boxes  along  back  country 
roads  and  began  to  monitor  them  closely.  His  own  account  of 
that  experience  is  highly  instructive  because  of  his  attention  to 
detail,  which  was  so  characteristic  of  the  Musselman  method. 
Keep  in  mind  this  study  was  done  nearly  70  years  ago. 

In  later  years  T.  E.  increased  his  trail  to  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  boxes  spread  along  43  miles  of  county  roads.  His  trail  pro¬ 
duced  splendid  results.  Dr.  Musselman  continued  to  experi¬ 
ment,  checking  the  nesting  box  entrance  hole  requirements, 
ventilation,  drainage,  floor  dimensions,  cavity  depth,  and  relat¬ 
ing  these  to  bluebird  territorial  imperatives. 

Encouraged  by  his  successes,  T.  E.  began  to  spread  the 
word.  Others,  some  independently,  some  under  his  direct  su¬ 
pervision,  began  bluebird  trails  of  their  own.  The  experiments 
still  continue  to  this  day,  and  new  nesting  box  designs  will  be 
advanced  periodically,  but  the  concept  of  the  bluebird  trail, 
with  the  emphasis  on  regular  monitoring  and  maintenance, 
began  with  Dr.  Musselman.  The  ease  with  which  anyone  can 
operate  a  trail  makes  it  highly  unlikely  that  a  better  concept  in 
bluebird  conservation  will  emerge. 

Dr.  Musselman  banded  thousands  of  bluebirds  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  range  of  studies  about  their  behavior.  The  number  of 
people  he  has  influenced  is  astonishing.  Richard  Sloan’s  fa¬ 
mous  painting,  "Eastern  Bluebird,"  was  dedicated  to  T.  E.  at 
the  time  of  its  publication.  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleney,  author  of 
The  Bluebird  and  Founder  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  has  acknowledged  Musselman’s  contributions  many 
times. 

T.  E.  died  on  Saturday,  June  12  1976,  not  too  long  after 
his  bluebirds  had  completed  their  first  nesting  of  that  season.  ' 
Dr.  Musselman  left  a  considerable  legacy.  His  children,  his 
grandchildren,  and  his  great  grandchildren.  He  brought  the 
bluebirds  back,  and  along  with  them,  a  plan  to  guide  their  pos¬ 
terity. 

At  present  much  of  his  original  trail  of  boxes  has  disap¬ 
peared.  A  changing  habitat  in  Adams  County  has  encouraged 
greater  populations  of  House  Sparrows.  Sporadic  efforts  have 
been  made  to  revive  this  trail,  however,  Quincy  was  just  the 
trail’s  beginning.  T.  E.  showed  us  the  way  and  there  is  whole 
continent  remaining. 


i)K  IRVING  C  BEVERIDGE 

77  Center' St.  •, 

Carver  MA  02330-1251 


4/15/02 


FROM 

»/DESK 


Lillian:  ^  ^ 

You  are  truly  an  example  of  what  it  is  like  to  get  older 
gracefully.  Your  enthusiasm  that  seems  to  be  boundless, 
your" energy  and  your  good  humor  and  your  outlook  on  life 
truly  a  kindred  one  to  mine.  And  it  was  a  true  joy  to 
meet  and  share  with  you  and  the  others  in  the  class  at 
Rivier. 

What  a  surprise  to  get  my  own  "birdhouse"  --  I  put  it 
out  as  soon  as  I  got  home  on  Friday.  Thank  you  so  very 
much. 

% 

My  schedule  is  very  full  and  getting  hectic  with  all  the 
teaching  in  community  Schools  and  my  other"  "projects" 
which  keep  me  involved  and  linked  to  the  community. 

Thank  you  sincerely  and  may  the  "bluebird  of  happiness" 
visit  you  often' in  fantasy  and  hoi 


fantasy  and  hopefully  in  reality. 


\i 


''4 


Counseling 

Psychotherapy 

Clinical 

Hypnotherapy 


(508)  866-2058 
Dr.  Irving  Beveridge 


L.M.  BOYD 


Stop  Smoking 
Manage  Stress 
Control  Weight 
Adults,  Children 
&  Groups 


77  Center  St. 
Carver,  MA  02330 


As  the  farms  go,  so  go  the 
bluebirds,  both  adwindling. 
That’s  what  the  birders  say. 
Agribusinesses  can  replace  the 
farms,  sort  of.  But  what  can  re¬ 
place  the  bluebirds? 


77  Center  Street 
Carver,  MA  02330 
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PROFILE:  John  Lane,  Canada’s  Bluebird  Engineer 


John  Lane’s  interest  in  nature,  particularly  hireling,  came 
as  the  result  of  an  Audubon  Society  grade  school  project. 
Young  Lane  enjoyed  the  solitude  of  Brandon’s  grassy  prairies, 
and  he  often  used  weekends  and  vacation  periods  to  forage  the 
fields  around  the  small  city  looking  to  uncover  nature’s  secrets. 
He  occasionally  saw  a  bluebird  or  two,  although  the  species  was 
becoming  increasingly  rare. 

Lane’s  formal  education  ended  in  the  eleventh  grade  when 
economic  necessity  dictated  he  take  full-time  work.  At  age 
twenty-three,  he  began  a  forty-five  year  relationship  with  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  Eventually,  he  became  a  CPR  con¬ 
ductor,  and  from  that  position  logged  thousands  of  hours  ob¬ 
serving  Canadian  natural  habitat.  Once,  while  watching  from 
the  caboose  of  his  sidetracked  train  at  Elkhorn,  Manitoba, 
Lane  noticed  a  pair  of  Tree  Swallows  struggling  to  establish  a 
nest  in  a  small  opening  within  the  tubular  sleeve  covering  a 
telegraph  pole  guy  wire.  The  incident  exemplified  the  plight  of 
most  cavity-nesting  birds:  natural  nesting  sites  were  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find.  Lane  realized  that  nesting  holes  would  have  to  be 
provided  if  species  such  as  bluebirds  were  to  survive  in  the 
area.  His  vision  on  the  matter  was  as  straight  and  clear  as  the 
view  framed  by  the  tracks  of  a  CPR  line  cutting  through  Mani¬ 
toba. 

John  married  Nora  McKenzie,  a  schoolteacher,  in  1935. 
The  two  met  because  of  a  shared  interest  in  bird  watching  and 
the  hobby  cemented  a  40-year  marriage.  They  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Bob  and  Anne,  and  once  the  children  matured  Lane 
really  began  to  "blossom". 

Drawing  upon  his  years  of  experience  along  the  rails  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific,  his  walks  and  tours  of  the  fields  near  Bran¬ 
don,  and  an  extra-curricular  science  project,  which  Nora 
helped  coordinate  for  the  Brandon  public  schools,  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  "Great  Trail  of  Canada." 

In  1959,  Lane’s  records  indicated  he  had  not  seen  a  blue¬ 
bird  in  thirty  years.  That  same  year,  under  Nora’s  guidance, 
John  started  the  Brandon  Junior  Birders  club  for  youngsters, 
aged  8  to  18,  to  learn  more  about  conservation  practices.  But 
the  club  needed  a  focus.  John’s,  memory  turned  to  the  Tree 
Swallows  and  the  guy  wire,  and  still  hoping  to  bring  bluebirds 
back  to  Brandon,  he  put  the  small  group  of  boys  to  work  build¬ 
ing  nesting  boxes.  Operating  from  Lane’s  specifications,  the 
boys  gathered  at  his  workroom  or  driveway  and,  in  assembly 
line  fashion,  put  the  boxes  together.  Over  the  next  three  years, 
749  nestboxes  had  been  positioned  and  notes  taken,  listing  by 
numbers  the  location  and  any  activity  around  the  nestbox.  All 
boxes  were  monitored  frequently  and  a  pattern  of  observation 
had  evolved:  patience.  At  the  start  of  the  1963  nesting  season, 
no  bluebirds  had  nested,  although  some  Tree  Swallows  had 
used  the  nestboxes. 

The  Junior  Birders  continued  building  nestboxes  and  the 
boys  saw  their  first  bluebird  in  the  spring  of  1963,  and  the  trail 
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produced  36  Mountain  Bluebird 
broods  and  34  Eastern  Bluebirds 
during  the  year. 

From  that  time  on,  growth  was  f 
prodigious.  With  Brandon  at  the 
hub,  the  nesting  box  trail  ex¬ 
panded  in  all  directions; 
west  as  far  as  Broadview, 

Saskatchewan,  south  to  the 
international  Peace  Garden  on 
the  American  border,  east  as  far  as 
MacGregor,  and  north  to  Ste.  Rose  du 
Lac.  Success  followed  success. 

Lane’s  newspaper  accounts  drew  others  to  the  cause.  Peo¬ 
ple  from  Winnipeg  and  Selkirk  joined  their  trails  to  his.  To¬ 
day,  the  entire  complex  extends  over  1,000  miles  in  length, 
with  an  additional  1,500  miles  of  side  road  coverage.  Almost  as 
staggering.  Lane,  until  his  death  scrupulously  accounted  for 
each  nesting  box,  for  each  nest  built  and  for  tens  of  thousands 
of  young  birds  fledged. 

More  than  200  boys  became  Brandon  Junior  Birders  un¬ 
der  Lane.  All  have  been  touched  by  his  influence.  A  very  high 
number  have  pursued  careers  in  the  biological  sciences.  One 
outstanding  member  said:  "No  matter  what  the  Juniors  end  up 
doing,  each  of  them  goes  away  with  a  keener  sense  of  the  out¬ 
doors  and  an  appreciation  for  our  natural  environment.  Na¬ 
ture  has  so  much  to  tell  us,  and  she’s  been  working  at  it  so 
long,  that  none  of  it  can  be  a  lie." 

In  1967,  he  became  a  member  of  the  prestigious  American 
Ornithologists’  Union  when  he  read  a  requested  paper  on 
"Hybridism  of  Bluebirds"  based  upon  his  observations  of  the 
mating  of  Eastern  and  Mountain  Bluebirds  on  his  nesting  box 
trail.  This  was  indeed  a  pioneering  effort,  since  it  was  the  first 
conclusive  evidence  of  hybridism  among  bluebird  species. 

After  retiring  from  the  CPR  he  continued  lecturing,  writ¬ 
ing  popular  and  scholarly  articles,  and  training  the 
"professionals"  who  came  to  learn  from  him. 

He  received  many  prestigious  awards  from  historical  socie¬ 
ties  and  natural  history  groups  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
and  in  1971,  the  faculty  of  Brandon  University  bestowed  an 
honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree  upon  him. 

Fred  McGuiness  brought  Dr.  Lane  and  his  projects  inter¬ 
national  prominence  in  his  September  1973  Reader’s  Digest  trib¬ 
ute.  "The  Man  Who  Brought  the  Bluebirds  Back."  He  con¬ 
cluded  his  article  by  stating  "...bird  lovers  everywhere  will  be  grate¬ 
ful  to  him  for  bringing  back  the  sight  and  song  of  the  beautiful  blue¬ 
bird." 

Indeed  we  are. 

Condensed  from  a  story  in  NAB’s  quarterly  journal  Sialia,  written  in 
1981.  Parts  of  the  trail  are  still  maintained,  hut  it  ii  no  longer  one  continuous 
trail. 
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IT  MAY  be  a  nesting  box  to  the 
bluebirds,  but  it’s  a  lunchbox 
to  this  raccoon!  Despite  the 
"Private  Property  . . .  Keep 
Out”  sign,  this  hungry  Montana 
"bandit”  is  mulling  over  the 
possibility  of  a  home  invasion. 
But  if  he’s  not  e^ed  on,  he’ll 
probably  think  better  of  it  and 
avoid  ruffling  any  feathers. 


BBRP  CHAIR  AVOIDS  MURDER  CHARGE 

In  June,  Dorene  Scriven  was  helping  Mary  McGee 
"train"  a  new  volunteer,  Barbara  Corufel,  on  the  Cedar 
Lake  Park  Trails.  Barbara  had  already  accepted  the  in¬ 
evitability  of  having  to  deal  severely  with  house  sparrow 
predation.  The  three  came  upon  a  Peterson  nestbox  with 
a  beginning  house  sparrow  nest,  not  far  from  bluebirds 
nesting  in  a  Gilbertson  PVC  box.  A  Universal  trap  was 
set  and  a  house  sparrow  quickly  caught.  Just  as  Dorene 
quickly  and  humanely  dispatched  the  house  sparrow,  a 
young  man  (with  whom  we  had  earlier  worked  to  try  and 
save  a  wetland  not  far  away)  came  by,  asked  what  we 
were  doing,  and  we  explained  the  necessity  for  killing 
the  sparrow,  that  it  was  legal  to  do  so,  as  they  are  not 
protected  birds.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  understand. 

The  very  next  morning  a  uniformed  officer  came  to 
Dorene's  door  and  told  her  he  had  a  warrant  to  investi¬ 
gate  a  report  that  she  had  been  killing  birds.  Strangely, 
this  Minneapolis  animal  control  officer  had  never  been 
instructed  about  the  legality  oLkilling  hous^ sparrows. 
He  declined  Dorene's  offer  to  show  him  federal  and  state 
regulations,  and  her  other  permits,  but  seemed  convinced 
and  left  just  the  official  "warning"! 


NABS  board  member  Uorene 
I  Scriven  of  Minneapolis  was  tending 
a  box  on  a  trail  in  that  city  last 
summer  when  she  found  House 
I  Sparrows  beginning  to  nest  in  a  box. 

I  She  promptly  set  a  Universal  trap  and| 
I  captured  the  sparrow,  then  killed  it. 

I  This  was  observed  by  a  young  man 
I  who  then  asked  what  she  was  doing. 
He  was  told  about  the  sparrow 
problem  and  the  legality  of  killing  of  | 
sparrow.  The  next  day,  however,  a 
uniformed  animal  control  officer 
came  to  Ms.  Scriven’s  home  with  a 
I  warrant  to  investigate  a  report  that 
she  had  been  killing  birds.  He  was 
unaware  of  state  and  federal  regula¬ 
tions  concerning  introduced  bird 
species.  He  accepted  Ms.  Scriven’s 
explanation  of  what  had  happened, 
and  left. 


Ralph  Frongillo  grew  up  in  the  cityS/  suburbs,  and 
woodlands  of  Massachusetts.  He's  been  accurately  writing 
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*  ^  nrs  perception  as  a  writer,  was 

tne  j.i*ves  or  otners  ,  as  ne  ran  bacV:  into  his  nlrK/t -'■!'• /v/n  nn^ 
burning  heliooptor  to  rernr^tity  Vi  i  «  f:r*T//.  Min  ^ni.h*^r  In  o 
genuine  "  Jack  of  all  trades",  and  his  mother  is  a  "  Heart 
wrapped  in  intuition".  Ralph  Frongillo  graduated  high  school 
and  college,  president  of  his  class.  His  Emerson  College 
fraternity  voted  him  "Man  of  the  Year" .  As  a  real  estate 
consultant  and  appraiser  for  twenty  years,  his  guidance  has 

helped  many  people  and  institutions.  As  a  naturalist,  the 
w  1  I  « lr>  f  n  e  n  rt  ( >  f  New  l'!ii  <  |  I  n  lu  I  I  ft  where  1 1  »■*  '  ft  .-i  1  wa  y  m  T  «  uii  k  ff’  I  u  •  |  c*  , 
niitl  (Mjrt'eiil  ly  mIiooIm  over  ()iic»  hiiiidt'tMl  |  >1  k  >  1  c  x  |  i  ft  1 1 1 1  H  |»ef  motiLli, 
c)(  wildlife  ctutl  uatuco.  As  arr  acLor  arrd  member  oL  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  he's  appeared  in  many  motion  pictures.  He's 
been  given  the  gift  of  clear  vision,  clairvoyance,  and  people 
call  him  from  all  over  America  for  intuitive  readings  and 
answers  to  their  questions.  Out  of  over  thirteen  hundred 
entries,  his  poem,  "Private  Place"  received  honorable  mention, 
and  was  published  by  the  University  of  Northern  Iowa  in  the 
NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW.  On  July  4,  2001,  while  fishing^at 
VJalden,  when  called  upon  he  helped  save  a  swimmer's  life  with 
his  kayak.  He  writes  everyday,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Academy 
of  American  Poets  in  New  York.  Recently  he  read  aloud  in  a 
poets'  performance  at  the  Thoreau  Replica  House.  Writing  is 
rewriting,  and  the  poems  in  this  book  have  been  rev;ritten 
many  times  over  the  last  ten  years.  His  stories  have  been 
published  in  Boston  area  newspapers.  He  currently  is  writing 
a  novel  about  a  police  officer  in  Vermont.  For  thirty  years 
his  in  between  time  has  been  spent  around,  on,  and  in  Walden 
Pond . 
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PHOTO  BY  JOHN  CHASE 


PHOTO  BY  DANIELLE  BALDAS5ARE 

John  Chase,  who  lives  at  Brooksby  in  Peabody, 
Massachusetts,  has  been  a  master  wildfowl  carver  for  20 
years.  One  of  his  carvings,  the  eastern  bluebird  pictured 
here,  had  an  honored  perch  on  the  White  House 
Christmas  Tree. 


Personal  Perspective  —  By  Mark  Raabe 


^  Bluebird  Recovery  From  a 

Individual  bluebirders,  the  North  American  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety  (NABS),  Mountain  Bluebird  Trails,  and  other  affiliate  or¬ 
ganizations  have  made  great  strides  in  bringing  back  the  blue¬ 
bird  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  I  would  like  to  trace  this 
development  in  the  context  of  my  personal  involvement  in 
bluebird  recovery  and  then  comment  briefly  on  bluebird  sur¬ 
vival  in  the  years  ahead. 

On  a  chilly  blue-sky  morning  in  February  1973,  my  wife, 
Jean,  spotted  our  first  bluebird,  a  male  Eastern  Bluebird 
perched  on  a  branch  outside  our  weekend  cabin  near  Antietam 
National  Battlefield  at  Sharpsburg,  MD.  Despite  having  passed 
our  fortieth  birthdays  and  growing  up  in  rural  Minnesota, 
where  bluebirds  were  once  plentiful,  we  had  never  seen  a  blue¬ 
bird.  While  we  were  not  real  “birders”  at  that  point,  birds  were 
always  an  important  interest  and  we  were  well  aware  that  blue¬ 
birds  were  scarce.  The  excitement  of  that  first  sighting  in 
sunlight  that  brought  out  its  most  intense  coloring  against  the 
backdrop  of  the  wintry  blue  sky  will  always  be  in  our  memory. 

As  it  turned  out,  that  moment  was  life-changing.  Some 
quick  research  lead  us  to  an  article  written  by  Dr.  Larry  Zeleny 
in  the  then  “Purple  Martin  News”  about  seriously  declining 
bluebird  populations,  believed  to  be  down  by  90  percent  at 
that  time.  He  had  already  spent  years  studying  bluebirds  and 
we  were  fortunate  to  locate  him,  a  most  kind  and  gracious  per¬ 
son,  in  a  nearby  Maryland  suburb. 

Following  Dr.  Zeleny’s  advice,  we  put  up  a  nest  box.  You 
know  the  rest  of  the  story.  A  pair  took  over  the  box  and  two 
broods  fledged  for  a  total  of  eight  in  that  first  year.  During  the 
following  five  years,  we  increased  the  number  of  nest  boxes  in 
our  neighborhood  and  kept  in  contact  with  Dr.  Zeleny  for  ad¬ 
vice  and  guidance. 

Then,  in  the  fall  of  1978,  Dr.  Zeleny  and  other  bluebird 
pioneers  from  across  North  America,  gathered  in  Silver  Spring, 
Maryland,  to  form  NABS.  They  set  upon  a  course  that  day  that 
would  inevitably  lead  to  getting  broad  numbers  of  people  in¬ 
volved  in  the  recovery  of  bluebird  populations  across  the  conti¬ 
nent.  While  the  effort  evolved  over  the  years,  the  creation  of 
affiliates  and  their  cooperation  with  NABS  has  been  a  particu- 
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larly  positive  development. 

We  were  among  those  immedi¬ 
ately  influenced  by  NABS.  We  at¬ 
tended  that  first  meeting  and  be¬ 
came  charter  members.  But  more 
significant,  it  became  apparent 
during  discussions  that  our  cabin 
was  adjacent  to  a  gold  mine  of 
prime  bluebird  habitat,  i.e.,  Anti¬ 
etam  National  Battlefield,  with  its 
open  mowed  areas  and  scattered 
trees.  We  were  inspired  to  get  involved. 

Looking  at  the  peaceful  countryside  today,  it’s  difficult  to 
imagine  the  horrific  battle  that  took  place  on  September  17, 
1862.  Antietam  was  the  single  bloodiest  day  in  the  Civil  War 
and  remains  that  in  all  of  American  history,  including  the  un¬ 
thinkable  events  of  last  year.  The  National  Park  Service  (Nl^) 
has  done  a  tremendous  job  of  maintaining  the  battlefield  in  its 
pastoral  setting,  much  as  it  was  140  years  ago.  The  fact  that 
bluebirds  were  in  the  area  at  that  time  was  helpful  in  gaining 
the  Park’s  permission  to  try  to  bring  them  back. 

A  nesting  box  trail  of  40  boxes  in  the  spring  of  1979  grew 
to  double  that  number.  Most  of  the  boxes  are  cedar  and  placed 
unobtrusively  on  rail  fences.  They  are  monitored  weekly  during 
the  nesting  season.  The  recovery  has  been  successful  and  both 
the  NPS  and  many  of  its  visitors  seem  to  enjoy  seeing  bluebirds 
everywhere.  Our  5000^  Eastern  Bluebird  fledged  at  .Antietam 
this  past  season  -  a  significant  milestone  though  modest  by 
Montana  numbers. 

We  have  attended  almost  every  annual  meeting  of  NABS. 
(Unfortunately,  we  missed  Great  Falls.)  They  have  been  enjoy¬ 
able  and  provided  opportunities  to  meet  not  only  legendary 
-  bluebirders,  such  as  Art  Aylesworth  and  Bob  Niebuhr,  to 
mention  two  from  Montana,  but  also  newcomers  ready  to  get 
involved. 

After  25  years,  bluebird  populations  are  no  longer  threat¬ 
ened  on  the  continent.  But  factors  contributing  to  their  de¬ 
cline  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  continue  to  exist  and,  in  some 
cases,  have  become  even  more  aggravated,  e.g.,  loss  of  habitat 
and  nest  competition  from  nonnative  species.  So  continued 
human  intervention  is  necessary  for  bluebird  survival. 

This  means  that  NABS  and  affiliate  organizations,  like 
Mountain  Bluebird  Trails,  will  always  have  an  important  role 
to  play.  They  can  provide  the  forum  to  address  continuing 
technical  and  scientific  issues,  such  as  hole  size  refinements, 
box  design  and  various  continuing  and  emerging  threats.  Most 
importantly,  however,  they  must  continue  to  educate  people 
about  the  need  to  engage  in  this  critical  conservation  work  and 
to  inspire  them  to  get  involved  on  behalf  of  bluebirds,  and 
other  native  cavity  nesters  as  well.  Only  in  this  way  can  we  en¬ 
sure  their  survivability  for  the  enrichment  of  future  genera¬ 
tions. 

Mark  Raabe  is  a  charter  member  and  farmer  secretary  oj  NABS.  He  is  a 
farmer  FBI  Agent,  a  counsel  to  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  a  lobbyist  far  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc.  He  is  currendy  a  comuitant  who  lives  m 
Alexandria,  VA,  witK  his  wife,  Jean. 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  ALL  BLUEBIRDERS 

by  Anne  Sander 

As  I  drive  along  country  roads  in  the  course  of  my 
job,  I  am  amazed  at  the  many  bluebirds  I  see  and  hear 
along  the  way.  How  that  flash  of  blue  and  soft  Warble 
makes  me  smile!  It  brings  my  thoughts  to  the  many  people 
who  so  kindly  erect  nest  boxes  to  help  this  little  blue  gem. 
I  wonder  if  the  two  OBS  members  in  my  county,  who 
live  in  the  Collegeview  Acres  subdivision,  know  what  joy 
their  bluebirds  give  me  while  I  am  working  there?  Even 
better,  perhaps  someone  in  that  neighborhood  will  delight 
in  getting  to  see  a  bluebird  for  the  first  time  .Oh,  what  a 
difference  one  box  can  make! 

In  my  humble  involvement  with  OBS,  I  don’t  think 
I  have  ever  been  around  such  a  wonderfully  diverse  group 
I  of  people.  It’s  a  group  comprised  of  young  and  old,  blue 
collar  workers,  teachers,  professionals,  and  PHD’s.  It  is 
interesting  to  me  that  this  little  bird  makes  no 


differentiation  between  us  and  gladly  uses  the  many  styles 
of  nest  boxes  we  put  up.  The  bluebird  will  nest  in  my 
lopsided  boxes  as  well  as  those  carefully  crafted  by 
experienced  carpenters .  If  this  bird  only  knew  of  all  the 
fuss  we  make  trying  to  design  the  “perfect”  nest  box.  How 
great  it  is  to  witness  human  ingenuity  at  work!  Seeing 
what  new  idea  a  member  will  come  up  with  makes 
belonging  to  a  bluebird  organization  so  exciting  and  fun. 
I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  this  little  blue  thrush  has  lead 
me  to  a  love  of  tree  swallows  and  other  cavity  nesting 
birds,  and  even  inspired  me  to  try  and  help  the  American 
Kestrel.  On  the  other  hand,  who  among  us  has  not  had 
their  share  of  failure  and  heartache  on  the  bluebird  trail? 
However,  what  we  have  learned,  and  the  joy  of  our 
successes,  keeps  us  going.  So,  whether  you  have  1  box  or 
250,  I’d  like  to  say  “thanks”  and  pay  tribute  to  you  all  for 
your  conservation  efforts.  How  special  it  is  that  we  all 
share  a  common  thread,  which  is  the  most  beautiful  shade 

of  blue. 
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Page  6  Jean  Perkins  —  MBT  Pioneer  and  Artist 


Jean  grew  up  on  a  cattle  ranch  out  of  Big  Timber,  Montana.  This  atmos¬ 
phere  embedded  a  great  love  of  nature,  as  she  spent  much  time  walking  the 
hills  and  noticing  all  the  birds,  flowers,  insects  and  any  wildlife  along  with  all 
the  natural  scenery.  She  has  maintained  a  bluebird  trail  on  this  family  ranch 
since  the  early  sixties,  which  today  numbers  over  60  nestboxes. 

Upon  finishing  high  school,  she  enrolled  in  the  art  curriculum  at  Mon¬ 
tana  State  College,  receiving  a  B.S.  degree  in  Applied  Art. 

Working  full-time  in  this  profession,  she  has  specialized  in  rendering  the 
native  wildflowers,  birds  and  scenery.  She  works  from  life,  using  binoculars 
when  necessary  to  capture  some  of  the  distant  moving  creatures. 

She  works  in  different  media,  including  silkscreen  printing,  woodcarving, 
oils,  drawing,  sewing  machine  stitchery  and  anything  else  that  intrigues  her. 

During  the  years  that  she  has  resided  in  Bozeman,  she  has  endeavored  to 
turn  her  small  property  into  a  “wild”  sanctuary  for  the  plant  and  wild  life  that 
might  wish  to  inhabit  the  area.  It  is  a  serene  bit  of  nature  for  anyone  who  has 
an  opportunity  to  visit  it. 


An  Ode  to  Spring 

The  day  was  bright  and  clear. 

Not  a  sound  was  heard  at  all. 

It  was  the  special  time  of  year 
to  hear  a  bluebird  call. 

The  winter  white  had  gone  away. 
Brown  sod  had  turned  to  green. 
The  cedar  house  was  on  display 
for  bluebirds  to  be  seen. 

Toward  the  sky  my  eyes  did  see 
a  flash  of  brilliant  blue. 

That  very  moment  it  would  be 
my  special  dream  come  true. 

The  liquid  sound  in  flight 
made  music  to  my  ear. 

A  melody  of  such  delight 
I  knew  that  spring  was  here. 

Soon  upon  the  house  did  perch 
a  lady  bird  so  true. 

Her  job?  The  grass  to  search 
of  soft  and  special  hue. 

Quickly  in  the  box  was  made 
a  finely  woven  nest. 

Next,  six  pale  blue  eggs  were  laid. 
Now  you  surmise  the  rest. 

Jean  Perkins 
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lyngsborough  Bird  Society  Meeting  May  2 

DUNSTABLE  -  The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will  present  “Return  of  thel 
Natives”  by  William  Byrne  on  Thursday,  May  2,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Dunstable] 

Congregational  Church. 

David  Brown  returns  to  the  Society  to  do  his  well  received  program  on  “Birding  I 
in  New  England”  Brown’s  video  was  shot  from  blinds  on  beaver  ponds  at  I 
Quabbin,  from  windy  out-crops  during  hawk  migrations,  and  in  clouds  of  | 
blackflied  in  Brownfield  Bog  in  Maine. 


Bird  Biology  Brief 

Bluebird 

(Silalia  sialis) 

Since  colonial  times,  these  7-inch 
“blue  robins”  have  been  one  of  our 
best-loved  birds,  the  symbol  of  hope 
and  happiness.  They  are  true  harbin¬ 
gers  of  spring  and  signal  the  end  of 
winter.  Males  have  a  rusty  red  breast 
and  white  belly  with  light  blue  head, 
back  and  tail.  Females  are  a  bit  gray¬ 
er,  with  a  lighter  blue  tail  and  wings. 

Lifecycle 

Females  build  their  nests  in  cavities, 
including  those  previously  used  by 
woodpeckers,  as  well  as  in  nest  boxes 
designed  for  bluebirds.  They  lay  four 
to  five  pale  blue,  unmarked  eggs  that 
hatch  in  12-14  days.  Young  bluebirds 
fledge  in  15-18  days.  Bluebirds  typi¬ 
cally  raise  two  broods  per  year,  but 
three  broods  are  possible. 

Habitat/Food 

Eastern  and  Western  bluebirds  typical¬ 
ly  are  seen  in  open  areas,  such  as 
meadows,  along  highways  and  in  large 
lawns,  parks  and  golf  courses.  Their 
diet  consists  mainly  of  insects  and 
fruit. 
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GIANT  PUMPKINS 


It  all  began  up  in  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  a  quarter 
century  ago. 

Howard  Dill,  a  Canadian  dairy  farmer,  gardener  and 
amateur  plant  hybridizer,  spent  six  years  during  the  1970's 
"crossing"  several  species  of  pumpkins  with  one  goal  in 
mind:  SIZE!  The  results  of  his  efforts  are  now  observed  every 
fall  at  agricultural  fairs  across  North  America.  Mr.  Dill 
named  his  new  variety  of  pumpkin  "Dill's  Atlantic  Giant." 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  now  several  thousands  seri¬ 
ous  growers  of  this  monster  vegetable  here  in  New  England. 
Every  pumpkin  attaining  a  weight  of  over  400  pounds,  as 
pictured  in  newspapers  and  magazines  in  September  and 
October,  is  sure  to  be  a  Dill's  Atlantic  Giant. 

Spurring  on  the  ever  expanding  interest  in  this  hor¬ 
ticultural  oddity  in  New  England  is  the  publicity  gener¬ 
ated  by  the  Topsfield  (MA)  Fair's  Annual  All  New 
England  Weigh-off.  This  increasingly  popular  competi¬ 
tion,  always  held  on  the  first  day  of  the  Topsfield' s  10  day 
fall  fair,  will  take  place  this  year  beginning  at  9:00  a.m. 
in  the  fair's  Arena,  on  Saturday,  October  5th. 

The  most  commonly  asked  question  relating  to  giant 
pumpkins  is... "How  in  the  world  do  they  grow  them  so  huge?" 

The  answer  to  this  question  includes: 

•  The  seed  must  be  a  Dill's  Atlantic  Giant. 

•  Seeds  should  be  sprouted  indoors  around 
April  20th  for  transplanting  outside  about  May  15  th 

•  Planting  area  must  allow  at  least  eight  hours  a  day 
of  direct  sunlight. 

•  Provide  an  area  measuring  a  minimum  of  12  ft.  by 
15  ft.  for  each  plant. 

•  Soil  should  be  treated  with  manure  and  or 
commercial  fertilizers  prior  to  setting  out.  (Directions  for 
rate  of  fertilizer  application  should  be  followed  to  the  letter. 
Too  much  fertilizer  is  much  worse  than  too  little.) 

•  Around  mid  August,  all  but  one  or  two  pumpkins 
should  be  pruned  from  the  plant,  allowing  all  of  the  soil 
nutrients  to  channel  into  the  remaining  pumpkins. 

•  During  the  growing  season,  be  sure  that  your 
plants  receive  at  least  two  inches  of  water  a  week,  either 
by  rainfall  or  sprinklers. 

These  are  the  basics.  There  is  more  to  it  than  the 
above  tips  (insect  and  animal  control)  and  it  is  rare  that 
a  first  time  grower  produces  a  pumpkin  over  300  pounds. 
The  "learning. curve"  is  two  or  three  years,  so  persever¬ 
ance  is  necessary  for  success. 

Those  folks  fortunate  enough  to  attend  last  fall's 
18th  Annual  Topsfield  Fair  Pumpkin  Weigh-Off  were 
treated  to  something  very  special.  Graig  Weir  of 
Salisbury,  MA  brought  his  pumpkin  to  the  fair  and  took 
home  a  check  for  $5,000.00  for  an  All  Time  New 
England  record  pumpkin  weighing  1,260.4  pounds.  This 


monster  vegetable  beat  the  prior  New  England  record  by 
250  pounds!  Graig's  amazing  specimen  was  eventually 
flown  to  Europe,  where  it  was  star  exhibit  at  the  Annual 
Octoberfest  in  Germany.  The  current  All  Time  World 
Record  for  pumpkins  was  established  last  year  by  Geneva 
Emmons  of  Washington  State.  Her  mind  boggling  entry 
at  a  west  coast  weight-off  site  weighed  1,  262  pounds, 
beating  Graig  Weir's  pumpkin  by  a  mere  1.6  pounds! 

Where  will  it  all  end?  There  are  some  folks  who  believe  a 
1,500  pound  pumpkin  will  be  grown  by  year  2010.  Stay  tuned! 

Each  year  the  Topsfield  Fair  awards  a  total  of  $7,000.00 
in  prizes  to  the  growers  of  the  top  20  pumpkins.  Last 
September  29th,  the  top  10  pumpkins  out  of  80  entries  at 
Topsfield  averaged  a  whopping  945.6  pounds! 

At  last  count,  no  less  than  35  country  feirs  will  be  conduct¬ 
ing  giant  pumpkin  competitions  here  in  New  England  this  fall. 

If  you  would  like  to  try  your  luck  with  giant  pumpkins 
next  summer.  Dill's  Atlantic  Giant  seeds  will  be  on  sale 
this  fall  in  the  Topsfield  Fair's  vegetable  barn.  Maybe 
we'll  see  you  at  the  20th  Annual  All  New  England 
Weigh-Off  in  October  of  2002.  Good  Luck! 

By  Hugh  Wiberg  of  Wilmington,  MA.  Hugh  is  the  chairperson  of  the 
Topsfield  Fair's  Annual  All  New  England  Pumpkin  competition.  Mr.  Wiberg 
is  also  the  Director  of  the  over  400  member  New  England  Pumpkin  Growers 
Association,  which  publishes  quarterly  newsletters  in  March,  June,  September/ 
and  December.  You  can  access  N.E.P.G.A.  at  www.bigpumpkins.com. 


Hugh  Wiberg  of  Wilmington,  MA.  is  a  retired 
corporate  sales  and  marketing  manager.  His  ener' 
gies  are  now  focused  elsewhere.  Wiberg  is  the  direc' 
tor  of  the  500'member  New  England  Pumpkin 
Growers  Association,  and  dedicated  to  furthering 
the  art  of  growing  giant  pumpkins. 

President  of  the  125'member  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society,  Wiberg  is  also  a  freelance  writer  specializing  in  nature,  gar' 
dening  and  birds.  Each  February  you’ll  find  Wiberg  and  his  wife, 
Barbara  visiting  bird  sanctuaries  in  Florida. 
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Backyard  Birding 


by  Hugh  Wiberg 


Prepare  Your  Birdfeeder  for  Fall 


Well  good  people,  it  is  time  to 
crank  up  the  birding  column,  now 
that  fall  has  arrived. 

First,  I  want  to  thank  the  sev¬ 
eral  dozen  folks  who  have  called 
me  since  last  we  met  (May)  to 
report  on  bird  sightings  in  their 
yards  or  to  just  chat.  It  is  gratify¬ 
ing  to  me  that  there  is  enough 
interest  on  this  subject  in 
Wilmington  and  Tewksbury  to  keep 
my  Middlesex  Avenue  phone  ridg¬ 
ing  right  through  the  summer. 
Space  considerations  vidll  not  al¬ 
low  for  a  long  listing  of  these  calls, 
but  I  will  mention  some  of  them 
shortly  in  this  column. 

First  though,  a  few  words  on 
the  accompanying  photo.  This  is 
one  of  my  very  favorite  “bird” 
pictures.  Mark  Wilson  (he  grew  up 
in  Tewksbury)  took  the  photo  a 
year  or  so  ago  in  the  Ipswich  River 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  north  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  Mark  is  now  a  highly  respected 
staff  photographer  on  the  Boston 
Globe,  and  that  is  his  wife  Marcia 
looking  through  the  spotting  scope. 
The  photo  might  well  be  captioned 
“Who’s  WatcWng  Who?” 

Before  mentioning  some  of  the 
calls  received  this  summer,  I  do 
want  to  touch  on  the  following; 

1.  If  you  have  not  hung  out  your 
feeders  yet,  be  sure  to  sterilize 
them  to  start  the  season  off  clean 


and  fresh.  The  process  is  simple. 
Immerse  your  entire  feeder  in  a 
bleach  and  water  solution  for  sev¬ 
eral  hours.  Use  one  part  bleach  to 
three  parts  water.  Rinse  thor¬ 
oughly,  let  it  dry,  and  you  are 
ready  to  load  and  hang  the  feeder 
outside. 

2.  Most  birding  authorities  agree 
that  you  are  wasting  your  money 
(and  attracting  squirrels  and  ro¬ 
dents  to  your  yard)  if  you  are 
putting  out  mixed  birdseed.  The 
Chickadees,  Titmice,  Nuthatches, 
Finches  and  others  will  kick  out 
the  little  round  milo  and  millet 
seed  in  order  to  find  the  few  sun¬ 
flower  seeds.  Although  the  ground 
feeders  ( Juncos,  Doves,  and  Spar¬ 
rows)  will  clean  up  some  of  the 
discarded  “junk”  seeds,  you  will 
also  attract  unwanted  rodents. 
Bottom  line  -  all  you  need  to  offer 
your  birds  is  sunflbwer  seed,  and 
beef  suet.  This  is  all  we  have  used 
here  in  our  yard  for  30  years,  and 
we  see  25  or  30  species  every  fall 
and  winter.  I  should  add  that  when 
the  going  gets  tough  in  January 
and  February,  we  do  tlirow  out 
crackers  and  bread  scraps  just  to 
supplement  the  available  foods.  It 
should  be  noted  that  sunflower  seed 
will  cost  an  estimated  20  percent 
more  this  winter  due  to  the 
summer’s  severe  drought  condi¬ 


tions  in  the  mid  west,  where  sun¬ 
flower  seed  is  grown  for  the  ever 
growing  army  of  folks  who.  enjoy 
feeding  birds. 

I  have  heard  that  50  pound  bags 
will  cost  as  much  as  $18  to  $20  a 
bag,  as  opposed  to  the  usual  $13  to 
$15.  Buy ‘in  the  largest  quantity 
possible  to  get  the  lowest  price. 

What  follows  is  a  sampling  of 
calls  and  notes  I  have  received  this 
past  several  months.  Debbie 
Parker,  Kilmarnock  Street, 
Wilmington  sent  along  a  photo  of  a 
male  Rose  Breasted  Grosbeak 
perched  on  her  feeder.  Two  males 
were  frequent  visitors  in  her  yard 
in  July  and  August.  The  males  are 
startlingly  beautiful  -  check  your 
,  field  guide  to  see  what  I  mean. 

Diane  Fielding  of  Wilmington 
reported  a  Scarlet  Taiwger  at  l^er 
feeder  late  in  May  and  early  June. 
This  brilliant  red  bird  with  black 
wings  is  a  rare  visitor  to  our  towns, 
much  preferring  more  open  fields 
and  woodlands.  Another  very  rare 
visitor  to  Diane’s  yard  was  a  Moun¬ 
tain  Bluebird,  in  July.  This  close 
cousin  to  our  Eastern  Bluebird  is 
seen  commonly  in  Alaska  and 
Canada,  and  is  spotted  rarely  in 
New  England  as,  in  Peterson’s 
Field  Guide,  a  “rare  wanderer”  in 
New  England.  Where  our  Eastern 
Bluebird  sports  a  rusty  red  breast. 


the  Mountain  Bluebird  has  a  white 
breast.  Great  sightings,  Diane! 

Joan  Sadowski  of  Wilmington -| 
reported  seeing  an  Indigo  Bunting  _ 
at  her  sunflower  feeder  in  July.-jti 
This  infrequent  visitor,  sporting  a* 
rich,  deep  blue  color,  is  another 
eastern  bird  preferring  more  rural 
surroundings.  Joan  also  kindly  sent 
me,  in  August,  a  clipping  from  the 
Globe  on  Crows,  having  to  do  with 
their  remarkable  intelligence, 
something  us  crow  watchers  here¬ 
abouts  have  been  aware  of  all 
along.  Thanks  Joan. 

Mrs.  Ford  on  Middlesex  Av¬ 
enue  in  Wilmington  was  thrilled  in  ‘ 
July  to  welcome  back  “her”  four 
Crows,  which  had  been  among  the ' 
missing  for  six  months.  She  was  ■; 
quite  sure,  by  little  personality  '  j 
traits,  that  these  were,  indeed  the,  J 
same  birds  who  had  been  enteil;  j 
tabling  her  for  many  years,  before '  .  | 
their  mysterious  ^sappearance 
last  January. 

In  next  month’s  column;  I  will  ‘  I 
begin  our  annual  winter  specie,*’ | 
census,  and  we  will  see  if  we  can  go ' ' 
beyond  last  year’s  total  count  of 
26.  If  you  spot  a  rare  bird  in  your  " 
yard  or  ne^  help  with  an  identifi¬ 
cation,  I  welcome  your  calls  at978/ 
658-5852.  If  I’m  out,  leave  a  mes¬ 
sage  and  I’ll  get  back  to  you.  , 


WHO’S  PEEKING  AT  WHO?  Having  a  chickadee  land  on  your  hand  is  a  difficult  trick,  until  you  read  Wiberg’s  book,  “Hand  feeding . 
wild  birds”  but  Mark  and  Marcia  Wilson  have  gone  a  bit  further.  At  the  Ipswich  Wildlife  Sanctuary  some  of  the  feathered  friends 
are  getting  rather  used  to  humans  and  their  paraphernalia.  (Mark  Wilson  photo)  ' _  /  /  ;■ 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Fellowship  Hall  (upstairs)  at  the  Evangelical 
Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  Center  (Route  113) 

Dues:  Single  $7,  Family  $10.  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  3,  TRAVEL  ADVENTURES  FROM 

NEAR  AND  FAR  by  Karl  Schanz  Karl  Schanz  of  Tewksbury  also 

needs  no  introduction  to  T.B.S.  This  nature  photographer,  with 
his  synchronized  audio/visual  presentations  is  in  constant 
[demand  around  the  U.S.A.  for  his  master  photographic  skills. 
Karl  belongs  to  many  photo  societies  and  clubs  and.  along  with 
Kurt  Schlict,  gives  our  organization  an  outstanding  one/two 
punch,  nature  photography  wise. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  please  contact: 

Hugh  Wiberg,  Pres.  (978)658-5852;  George  Brouillette,  Treas. 
(978)448-5448;  Lil  Files,  Acting  Program  Co-Ord.  (978)692-2520; 
Enn  Costello,  Publicity  (978)649-6499. 


THURSDAY.  NOVEMBER  7,  LOOKING  FOR  WINTER 

^RAPTORS  by  Paul  Roberts  Paul  Roberts  of  Western 
Massachusetts  is  the  Northeast  Hawkwatch  Chairperson.  For 
over  20  years,  Paul  has  taken  an  increasingly  active  role  as  a 
leader  in  the  field  of  hawk  migration  studies,  conservation,  and 
raptor  education.  As  both  teacher  and  able  spokesperson,  Paul 
pioneered  hawk  watching  in  Eastern  Massachusetts  in  the  mid 
70’s  and  served  as  Chair  of  the  Hawk  Migration  Association  of 
America.  Want  to  learn  more  about  our  Massachusetts  hawks? 
Don’t  miss  this  program! 


An  Incredibly*  Jdurhey  intd'  tn^* 
Arctic  NatidhaLWildUfe  Refuge 


“Caribou  cross  an  icy  river  in  Alaska 's  Arctic  Wildlife  Refuge.  ”  The  photo  credit  is  Mark 
WilsonAVlLDSHOT  '  -  •  ' ' 

In  the  endless  daylight  of  River  through  a  slide  presen-  environmental  education, 

in  arctic  summer,  snowy  ’  tation  with  stunning  photos  Together  the  couple  offers 

3wls  nest  and  raise  their  of  mammals,  birds,  and  lively  lectures,^  through 

/oung  on  the  Alaskan  tun-  plants  that  thrive  in  this  re-  WILDSHOT,  natural  his-' 

Jra.  Throngs  of  migratory  mote  wilderness.  Their  keen  tory  programs,  and  Eyes  on 

birds  join  the  nesting  fray,  interest  in  birds  is  reflected  Owls,  live  owl  programs. 

The  arctic  wilderness  teams  in  a  special  focus  on  the  mi-  The  Nashua  River  Waters 
with  life,  from  the  musk  ox  gratory  birds'  of  the  Arctic  shed  Association's  an  envi¬ 
ronmental,  non-profit  orga¬ 
nization  that  works  to  pro¬ 
tect  water  and  land  resources 
in  3 1  communities  in  central 
Massachusetts  and  southern 
New  Hampshire.'  Proceeds 
from  this  event  will  support 
the  NRWA’s  environmental 
education,  water  quality,  and 
land  protection  programs. 
Ticket  price  is  $15  and  res¬ 
ervations  are  required.  For 
reservations  or  more  infor- 
-dtisiich'publications  as  Na- mation,  contact  Joan 
,  tional  Geographic  and  Na-  Nelson,  NRWA  Member- 
tional, Wildlife  magazines.  •  ship  Director,  at  (978)  448- 
Marcia  Wilson  has  30  years  ;  0299  or  visit  our  website  at 
.experience  in  natural  his-  w  w  w .  N  as  h  i^aijRi  v  e  rl 
trip  on.  Alaska’s  Canning-r^tory^  field  ormthology,  and.  ..Watershed.ois«->?yi=::*-r,i‘/ 


to  the  lemming  to  the  mos-  Refuge.*  A  highlight  will  be 
quito.  '  ■ '  '  ’ '  ’  an  interactive  introduction 

The  Nashua  River  Water-  of  three  LIVE  birds  Of  prey 
shed  Association  (NRWA)  >  that  inhabit  both  the  Arctic 
invites  the  public  to  join  us  and  New  England,  including 
for  Alaska  Wilderness:  An  a  Snowy  Owl.  This  event 
Incredible  Journey  into’the  ^'^  will  captivate  bird  enthusi- 
Arctic  National  Wildlife  Ref-  ..  astSv  outdoor  adventurers, 
uge.  The  event,.which  is  a  ■  and  armchair  explorers!  -  • 
benefit  for  the  NRWA,  will  -  Mark  Wilson  is  a  Boston 
be  held  on  Sunday,  Septem-  Globe  photojournalist  and  a 
ber  29  from  7  to  9  p.m.  at i.  -  wildlife-'h  photographer 
the  Cyprian  Keyes  Golf  whose  phptos  have  appeared 
Club  in  Boylston,  MA.  -  '  '  cnrh'nnWirafinnQ  ai:  Na. 

Mark  and  Marcia  Wilson 
two  seasoned  naturalists 
will  share  a  breathtaking 
view  of  their  l  9-day  canoe 


Remembering  an  honorable  birder  and  friend 

Steve  Grinley 


I  received  a  call  a  week  ago  Mon¬ 
day  morning  from  longtime  friend 
and  birder  Jerry  Soucy. 

“I  wanted  you  to  know  that 
Lawrence  died  last  night,”  Jerry  said. 

Lawrence  was  the  Honorable  H. 
Lawrence  Jodrey,  a  retired  Glouces¬ 
ter  District  Court  judge  and  Jerry’s 
partner  for  the  past  50  years. 

Together  they  were  birders  extra¬ 
ordinaire  and  key  mentors  for  me  in 
my  early  years  of  birding.  They  led 
numerous  Newburyport  and  Rock- 
port  trips  for  the  Brookline  Bird 
Club  and  were  always  birding  the 
Newburyport  area  on  their  own. 
Larry’s  “CURLEW”  and  Jerry’s 
“AVOCET”  license  plates,  on  their 
respective  vehicles,  were  regular 
sites  on  Plum  Island. 

The  two  were  always  together, 
and  they  were  simply  known  as 
“Larry  and  Jerry”  or  “Jerry  and  the 
Judge.”  Back  in  the  1960s  they 
sometimes  had  famed  birder  and 
author  John  Keiran  riding  in  their 
back  seat  and  often  a  new  protege, 
Tom  Martin,  now  of  Boxford  and  a 
fellow  teen  at  the  time.  In  later 
years,  it  was  their  loving  poodle. 
Brandy,  who  accompanied  them. 

But  they  were  always  together, 
Larry  and  Jerry.  I  can’t  say  that  I 
ever  saw  one  in  the  field  without  the 
other.  Not  ever. 

Larry  had  a  fantastic  capacity  of 
knowledge  and  an  equally  astound¬ 
ing  memory,  and  he  could  converse 
on  any  subject  He  knew,  thoroughly, 
the  law  he  practiced,  but  he  also  had  a 
love  of  language  and  literature,  of  his¬ 
tory,  especially  local  history,  and  of 
course,  birds.  His  slow,  emphatic 
speech,  accenting  appropriate  words 
to  make  his  point  always  caught  the 
interest  of  all  within  earshot 

I  can  remember  birding  one  win¬ 
ter  in  the  mid-1960s,  probably  on  a 
trip  led  by  Larry  and  Jerry.  We  were 
standing  on  the  porch  qf  the  old 
Simpson  cottage,  atop  a  dune  just 


south  of  the  center  on  Plum  Island, 
looking  out  at  the  ocean.  'The  house 
was  boarded  up  for  the  winter,  as 
were  most  Plum  Island  residences 
back  then,  and  we  used  it  for  shelter 
fi'om  the  weather.  Larry  proceeded 
to  educate  us  on  the  history  of  this 
house,  with  interesting  architecture 
looking  like  an  old  railroad  station, 
as  we  watched  the  eider  and  scoters 
in  the  ocean.  I  can’t  remember  that 
history,  but  Larry  always  could. 

I  can  remember  similar  times, 
again  in  the  mid-’60s,  at  the  old  Mer¬ 
rimack  River  Coast  Guard  Station 
that  overlooked  the  jetty  at  the 
north  end  of  Plum  Island.  The  Coast 
Guard  station  is  long  gone,  having 
been  washed  away  by  the  erosion  of 
the  dunes  in  the  early  ’70s.  While  we 
birded  from  the  station,  Larry 
would  tell  us  tales  of  Coast  Guard 
relevance,  either  of  a  rescue,  at  sea 
that  occurred  somewhere  where  we 
were  scanning  for  ducks  and  loons, 
or  a  story  of  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  at  that  particular  station. 

In  similar  fashion,  if  we  were  at 
the  Salisbury  Beach  State  Reserva¬ 
tion,  Larry  would  recount  how  the 
large,  red,  cone-shaped  structure  on 
the  river  became  known  as  “But¬ 
ler’s  Toothpick.” 

I  especially  remember  the  Nan¬ 
tucket  trips  that  the  Brookline  Bird 
Club  would  have  on  Columbus  Day 
weekend  every  year.  Jerry  and  Lar¬ 
ry,  who  had  their  cottage  Big  Enuf 
on  the  island,,  would  help  lead  the 
group  around,  showing  us  specialty 
birds  like  oystercatchers  and  barn 
owls.  They  could  point  out  the  best 
places  to  eat,  like  the  Jarrod  Coffin 
House,  and  helped  everyone  feel  at 
home  on  the  island. 

1  can  remember  Larry’s  talks 
while  he  presided  as  president  of 
the  Brookline  Bird  Club.  He  was 
truly  the  master  of  ceremonies.  His 
talk  and  slides  of  the  BBC  and  its 
members  always  made  for  great 
entertainment. 

Larry’s  dry  sense  of  humor  was  al¬ 
ways  a  joy.  1  still  remember  one  slide 


of  Clara  de  Windt  dressed  in  a  big, 
red  parka  that  was  assisted  with  Lar- 
ry’s  comment,  “Here  is  Clara  de 
Windt  in  winter  plumage.”  He  would 
always  leave  us  smiling.  The  past 
couple  of  years,  when  he  and  Jerry 
would  ride  in  their  convertible  with 
the  top  down,  Larry,  approaching  80 
years  old,  would  still  make  com¬ 
ments  about  “cruisin’  for  chicks.” 

Larry  minced  no  words.  He  would 
refer  to  someone  as  an  “ol’  battleax” 
as  readily  as  he  would  talk  about 
some  “sweet  young  thing.”  I  could 
always  count  on  a  rousing  greeting, 
“Hello,  Steve-a-reno,”  from  Larry,  or 
a  comment  about  my  love  life. 

In  conversation,  he  would  some¬ 
times  pick  up  on  a  word  or  phrase 
that  someone  mentioned,  and  toen  re¬ 
cite  a  quote  from  Shakespeare,  or  a 
verse  from  Kippling,  or  Dickinson  po¬ 
etry  to  emphasize  a  point.  His  com¬ 
mand  of  the  English  language  and 
ability  to  recall  and  recite  from  the 
great  literaries  and  poets  always  cap¬ 
tivated  my  interest  and  my  respect 

But  it  was  Larry’s  knowledge  and 
fondness  of  birds  that  are  best  re¬ 
membered.  He  would  explain  details 
about  the  bird  we  were  looking  at 
and  how  it  was  different  from  similar 
species,  to  help  beginners  hke  me 
learn  more  quickly.  He  would  share 
historical  sightings  of  the  bird,  if  it 
was  a  rarity.  His  accounts  would  of¬ 
ten  be  punctuated  by  an  emphatic 
comment  such  as,  “A  fine  specimen.” 

Larry  made  sure  that  all  the  bird¬ 
ers  in  the  area  were  aware  of  any 
special  bird  that  was  around.  He 
would  always  share  his  sightings 
and  his  birding  knowledge  with  all 
who  would  listen.  And  listen  we  did. 

I  am  a  better  birder  today  for  hav¬ 
ing  Lawrence  Jodrey  as  a  mentor,  a 
teacher  and,  especially,  as  an  honor¬ 
able  friend.  I  will  miss  you.  Larry 
Everyone  who  knew  you  will. 

Steve  Grinley  writes  a  regular  col 
umn  about  birding  for  The  Dailt 
News  of  Newburyport,  a  sister  news 
paper  of  the  Gloucester  Daily  Times 


J  ■  . 


Icy  Perch 
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John  Caffrey:  A  Brief  Profile 

Bradley  R  Dean\ 

During  the  month  of  August  2004,  the  Literary  and 

Philosophical  Society  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  England, 
will  host  a  display  featuring  a  two-page  overview  of 
Thoreau,  books  and  other  materials  by  and  about  Thoreau,  some 
information  about  early  English  publishers  and  editors  of 
Thoreau’s  writings,  and  five  stunningly  beautiful  gouache 
paintings  of  birds  mentioned  in  Thoreau’s  journal  with  appropriate 
passages  from  the 
Journal.  (Gouache  is  a 
“method  of  painting  with 
opaque  watercolors 
mixed  with  a  preparation 
of  gum.”  The  five 
paintings  on  display, 
while  predominately 
gouache,  also  contain 
passages  of  pure 
watercolor.)  The  artist, 

John  Caffrey,  who  will 
put  the  display  together 
and  arranged  for  it  to 
appear  in  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society, 
selected  these  five  birds 
as  his  subjects  because  he 
had  seen  them  during 

visits  to  wild  areas  during  his  trips  to  the  United  States.  We  are 
grateful  to  Caffrey  for  allowing  us  to  publish  here  images  of  two 
of  those  five  paintings:  a  wood  thrush  (top)  and  a  downy 
woodpecker. 

Thoreau  writes  in  “Walking”  that  with  regard  to  nature,  he  felt 
that  he  lived  “a  sort  of  border  life,  on  the  confines  of  a  world  into 
which  1  make  occasional  and  transient  forays  only,  and  my 


patriotism  and 
allegiance  to  the 
state  into  whose 
territories  I  seem  to 
retreat  are  those  of 
a  moss-trooper.” 

The  border  area 
where  moss¬ 
troopers  marauded 
in  the  seventeenth 
century  happens  to 
be  the  very  area 
I  where  Caffrey 
resides.  He  lives  in 
Morpeth,  a  historic 
Northumbrian 
country  town 
fifteen  miles  north 

of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  and  just  south  of  England’s  border  with 
Scotland.  Caffrey  first  read  Thoreau’s  A  Week  on  the  Concord  and 
Merrimack  Rivers  in  the  1 960s  and  soon  afterwards  acquired  a 
copy  of  the  Everyman  Edition  of  Walden^  which  for  many  years  he 
carried  with  him  daily  to  his  work  as  a  telephone  engineer  so  that 

■  he  could  read  from  the  book 

during  his  lunch  breaks  “in 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
historic  Northumbrian 
landscapes.” 

Caffrey  first  visited 
-  Concord  in  1994.  Although  he 
spent  only  part  of  a  day  there 
at  that  time,  he  visited  Walden 
Pond  and  Thoreau’s  gravesite 
and  the  Thoreau  Lyceum — and 

recalls  the  day  as  one  “sprinkled  with  stardust.”  He  joined  the 
Thoreau  Society  in  February  1 996  and  since  then  has  attended 


The  Multinational  and  the  Farmer 

By  Glen  Buchwald,  Red  Deer,  Alberta 

Many  years  ago,  there  was  a  quiet  farmer  who  lived  with 
his  sister  on  a  comfortable  farm  in  central  Alberta.  He  ran  a 
very  successful  farming  operation,  and  with  the  help  of  his  sis¬ 
ter,  planted  shelterbelts  and  orchards  for  the  birds  and  other 
wildlife  that  shared  their  farm.  He  had  a  particular  fondness 
for  Mountain  Bluebirds  and  had  noticed  that  their  numbers 
seemed  to  be  declining.  He  decided  to  put  out  a  bird  house, 
and  the  bluebirds  soon  found  their  farm.  From  a  single  pair  of 
nesting  bluebirds  in  1956,  the  bluebird  population  increased 
dramatically.  By  the  late  1970’s,  the  farm  boasted  the  highest 
nesting  density  of  Mountain  Bluebirds  ever  recorded  and  the 
farmer  became  known  as  Mr.  Bluebird.  His  sister  was  an  avid 
gardener  and  planted  orchards  around  the  farm  site  for  the 
birds.  During  the  winter,  Mr.  Bluebird  would  haul  in  sun¬ 
flower  seeds  by  the  truckload  to  feed  the  birds  —  two  tons  dur¬ 
ing  an  average  winter! 

Many  years  later  a  local  realtor  received  a  phone  call  from 
a  stranger  who  posed  an  unusual  question;  "Have  you  ever 
worked  with  a  multinational  company?"  The  answer  must  have 
been  satisfactory  because  six  weeks  later 
the  realtor  was  called  again  by  the  myste- 
rious  stranger.  This  time,  he  was  invited  to 
meet  the  stranger  at  an  appointed  time  in 
a  parking  lot  in  the  small  town  of  Black- 
falds.  After  a  drive  in  the  country,  the 
stranger  introduced  himself  as  an  employee  with  Union 

Carbide  Canada  and  indicated  that  the  company  was  in¬ 
terested  in  building  a  petrochemical  plant  in  the  area.  All  deal¬ 
ings  were  to  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

Many  different  parcels  of  land  were  looked  at,  but  when 

.all  was  said  and  done,  the  number  one  pick  was  the  land  be¬ 
longing  to  Charlie  (Mr.  Bluebird)  and  Winnie  Ellis.  Charlie 
and  Winnie,  concerned  about  the  fate  of  "their"  birds,  insisted 
that  the  purchase  of  their  farm  would  be  possible  only  if  the 
company  agreed  to  continue  to  care  for  the  birds.  Union  Car¬ 
bide,  anxious  to  purchase  the  land,  agreed  to  all  of  Charlie  and 
Winnie’s  requests  by  establishing  Ellis  Bird  Farm,  Ltd.,  an 
arm’s  length  non-profit  company  that  Union  Carbide  would 
support  financially.  This  arrangement  was  agreeable  to  Charlie 
and  Winnie,  and  the  sale  was  finalized. 

About  a  year  later,  the  realtor  met  Mr.  Ellis  in  downtown 
Red  Deer.  After  casual  conversation,  the  realtor  asked  Mr.  Ellis 
this  question:  "Were  the  neighbors  upset  that  you  sold  your 
land  to  industry?"  Mr.  Ellis  really  didn’t  answer  the  question 
but  replied  instead,  "Nobody  ever  offered  to  look  after  my  blue¬ 
birds."  The  birds  were  that  important  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  it  is  be¬ 
cause  of  his  love  for  the  bluebirds  that  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
enjoying  Ellis  Bird  Farm  today. 

1  know  because  1  was  the  realtor. 

Reprint  Blis  Bird  Farm  Newsletter  Spring/Summer  2002. 
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1  per  week 

17 

18 

4/18/02 

8/20/02 

6/20/02 

8/21/02 

66 

51 

44 


iNumber  of  boxes  monitored 
jFrequency  of  monitoring 
INo.  of  boxes  occupied  by  bluebirds 
INo.  of  attempts  by  bluebirds 
IDate  first  bluebird  egg  observed 
iDate  last  bluebird  egg  observed 
iDate  of  first  box  to  fledge  bluebirds 
iDate  of  last  box  to  fledge  bluebirds 
iTotal  #  of  bluebird  eggs  observed 
JTotal  #  of  hatched  bluebird  eggs 
iTotal  #  of  bluebirds  fledged 

[Members 

jjohn  &  Betty  Pearson 

|Per  &  Asa  Eldh  5  5 

lob  &  Joan  MacEwen  5  5 

Leith  &  Shirley  Marden  3  3 

lobert  &  Marcella  McGuane  5  5 

lentley  &  Marilyn  Beaver  5  5 

^aldo  &  Patsey  Pratt  '  5  5 

mdy  &  Natalie  Thomas  5  4 

^eg  Bailey  (IMO  DJ  Bailey)  3  3 

Judy  Baker  5  5 

[Sexeny  (IMO  Grace)  4  4 

Don  &  Meredith  Page  3  3 

|A1  DePrisco  9  4 

Total  61  55 

Tis  year  we  hatched  55  bluebird  eggs  but  only  44  fledged. 
Ixherefore  eleven  were  killed  in  their  nests  or  disappeared. 
iLast  year  we  fledged  42  bluebirds. 

IWe  are  indebted  to  Bob  and  Karen  White  who  are  members 
lof  Wellesley  s  Audubon  Society  who  dutifully  worked  with 
Ime  every  week  of  the  summer  in  monitoring  the  bluebird 
boxes. 


Dave  McNeisch 


Myma  Pearman,  from  Red  Deer,  Alberta,  is  a  biologist  and  Site  Manager  of  the  Ellis  Bird  Farm  where  she  maintains  their 
450  box  bluebird  trail  Myma  has  been  putting  up  bluebird  boxes  since  the  age  of  13.  As  an  environmental  educator, 
interpretive  naturalist  and  writer  she  shares  her  love  and  knowledge  with  children  and  adults  alike.  Myrna’s  latest  book, 
Mountain  Bluebird  Trail  Monitoring  Guide,  is  an  excellent  resource  for  those  with  mountain  bluebirds.  Her  other  books 
include  Nestboxes  for  Prairie  Birds.  Winter  Bird  Feeding,  and  NatureScaoe  Alberta:  Creating  and  Caring  for  Wildlife  Habitat  I 
at  Home.  Myma  has  received  numerous  awards  and  in  1992  the  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Institute  of  Natural  History  made 
Myma  “Nature  Educator  of  the  Year. 


Myrna  d.  Pearman 
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Beijing  Journal 


Fwm  Pest  to  Meal:-  AJ^eap  PBrymAl? 


\ 

By  CHRIS  BUCKLEYi^it! 

I  BEIJING,  April  2  —  In  the  late  ‘ 

1 1950’s,  Mao  notoriously  put  sparrows 
■'  on  a  hit  list  of  natural  pests  to  be  ex- 
i  terminatecl  as  China  made  its  Great  ' 
Leap  Forward  into  communism:  ;  ^ 
After  pleas  from  scientists  that;  ?' 
whatever  damage  sparrows  were 
thought  to  be  inflicting  on  grain  har-  • 
vests  was  more  than  outweighed  by 
their  consumption  of  harmful  in¬ 
sects,  the  surviving  birds  were  given 
a  reprieve  and  went  on  to  thrive.  ;  ■ 
But  now  China’s  rising  tide  of  pes- 
I  ticide  pollution  and  appetite  for  wild¬ 
life  may  achieve  what  caused  even 
Mao  to  flinch :  the  extinction  of  these 
small,  unprepossessing  birds  in 
many  parts  of  the  country. 

Jin  Caimin,  a  cigarette  vendor  who 
spent  his  childhood  on  a  farm  west  of 
Beijing,  remembers  that  in  the  1970’s 
the  fields  teemed  with  wildlife:  .•  *  , 

frogs,  fish,  dragonflies  and  sparrows. 
Now  the  remaining  fields  around  his  , 
village  are  silent.  -  ' 

“Thinking  about  it,”  he  said,  “you 
just  don’t  see  any  sparrows  around 
these  days.  Just  occasionally.  Not  all 
I  the  time  like  when  I  was  a  kid.” 

|.;  His  experience  is  echoed  across 
large  swaths  of  China,  Scientists  and 
!  China’s  small  bzuid  of  amateur  bird 
watchers  say  that  in  recent  years 
they  have  seen  a  sharp  fall  in  the 
•numberjoLsnarrows.  >  - '  .  ,  ... 

'  They  estimate  that  around  the  “  ' 
northeastern  port  of  Tianjin  the 
sparrow  population  has  declined  by  i 
more  than  90  percent  since  the  1950’s 
and  that  in  many  parts  of  southern 
I '  and  central  China  sparrows  have  vir¬ 
tually  disappeared.  They  say  the  im¬ 
plications  for  China’s  environmental 
health  are  disturbing. 

Chu  Guozhong,  the  director  of  the 
government-financed  National  Bird 
Banding  Center,  says  he  is  especially 
disturbed  that  sparrows  are  disap¬ 
pearing  fastest  from  the  countryside.' 
His  hands  still  and  voice  slows  when 
talk  turns  to  sparrows. 

“In  the  cities  you  can  still  find 
them,”  he  said.  “It’s  in  parts  of  the 
countryside  that  they  have  totally 
disappeared.  So  the  problem  here  is 
different  from  Europe  and  North 
America  —  here  the  problem  of  de¬ 
clining  numbers  is  worse  in  the  coun- 
|i  tryside,  not  in  the  cities.” 

This  trend  has  been  so  alarming 
that  in  late  2000  he  and  seven  other 
ornithologists  were  able  to  push  the 
sparrow  onto  the  government’s  pro¬ 
tected  species  list,  which  bans  their 
unauthorized  killing. 

No  recent  systematic  studies  have 
been  made  of  the  sparrow  popula¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Chu  recalled  that  when  he 


• ■:  Jhe  New  York  Times  ^ 

Though  scarce  in  the  countryside, . 
sparrows  can  be  found  in  Beijing. 


.  Ik  v-" 


Farm  pesticides  ; 
and  city  dwellers’ 
appetites  endanger 
China’s  sparrows. 


Started  counting  sparrows  20  years 
ago  he  would  catch  hundreds  of  them 
-  in  one  morning,  “But  now  there  are 
far  fewer,”  he  said  “You  can  see  it 
with  your  eyes.”  .  .  „ 

.♦sL-'i.  Recent  environmental  studies  do 


bers  are  falling  because  of  pestlcid^i 
buildup  in  the  environment,” 

Chu  said,  “it  may  not  be  too  long  bi^- 
fore  larger  birds  are  also  endan-^^!^  I 
gered.’^''^'’'';-^^i^^'’  , 

Pesticides,  though,  are  riot  the  sum 
of  the  sparrow’s  woes.  The  sparrow^i  | 
disappearing  from  trees  often  re-J#* 
appear  on  sticks,'  skewered  and 
roasted  or  fried.  Once  a  source V  " 

meat  for  hard-up  farmers,' the  spar-^  I 
row  is  now  enjoyed  by  city  dwellers^*  | 
as  a  crunchy,  rustic-tinged  snack 
often  eaten  between  gulps  of  beer  att 
streetside  stalls. 

On  a  recent  night  at  the  Warigfu-:%  | 
jing  snack  market  in  downtown  Bei-  'f 
jing,  customers  were  enjoying  fried 
sparrows,  despite  the  official  ban  on  ' 
their  capture.  Sparrows  have  be-T^'  -- 
come  scarce  enough  around  Beijing"- 
that  traders  often  pass  off  freshly  : 
hatched  chickyis  the  more  valuable ' 
sparrows.  ■  ^ 

Ma  Zhao,  an  environmentalist  who' 
runs  the  nevfeletter  “China  Bird  % 
Watch,”  said  that  since  the  addition 
.  of  sparrows  to  the  protected  animals 
list,  wildlife  protection  officers  had^ 

-  ..  tried  tp  stop  the  culling,  but  it|s  not;t 
'Wsy.  ’.■■'t  ';  ‘ 


“The  public  can  understand  that, 
say,  swans  or  black  neck  cranes  are 
precious,  but  sparrows  or  crows 
aren’t  seen  as  speci;^,  so  why  not  { 
^em?”  she  said/  '  " 

;  Ms.  Ma  said  part  of  toe.problen^ 


show  that  the  sparrow’s  deadliest  en-  ^''^^l§iyiayin  China’s  fragmented. 


emy  is  Chinese  farmers’  haphazard 
and  extravagant  use  of  pesticides,  in¬ 
cluding  some  banned  in  other  coun¬ 
tries, 

China  is  now  second  only  to  the ' 
United  States  as  a  producer  of  farm 
pesticides,  making  400,000  tons  of  ac¬ 
tive  ingredients  last  year,  mostly  for 
its  own  use.  Since  the  1970’s,  when 
pesticide  use  took  off,  wildlife  that 
once  held  its  own  in  the  intensely 
farmed  countryside  has  been  dying 
off. 

Scientists  here  say  sparrows  are 
especially  vulnerable  to  these  chemi¬ 
cal  drenchings.  The  grain  and  grubs 
that  they  snap  up  from  fields  come 
laced  with  the  poisons,  and  because 
of  their  small  size  they  are  hit  sooner 
and  harder  than  larger  birds. 

“Some  of  the  sparrows  may  die 
immediately  from  pesticide  poison¬ 
ing,”  Mr.  Chu  explained.  “But  more 
commonly  the  buildup  of  pesticides 
in  their  bodies  steadily  damages 
their  health  and  reproduction,  and 
this  is  what  is  leading  to  the  sharp 
fall  in  numbers.” 

China’s  missing  sparrows  are  thus 
a  harbinger  of  of  broader  environ¬ 
mental  damage.  “If  sparrow  num- 


underfinanced  bureaucracy.  Envi¬ 
ronmental  protection  agencies  are  in 
;  charge  of  industrial  pollution  control, 
but  protecting  birds  is  the  job  of  for- " 
estry  bureaus,  and  controlling  pesti-*^ ' 
cide  use  comes  under  agriculture  de-’ 
partments.  ’  ' 

In  the  late  1950’s,  when  Mao  began  j 
his  assault  on  sparrows,  he  lumped  ' 
them  together  with  rats,  mosquitoes 
and  flies  as  the  “four  pests”  to  be  ' 
killed  off. 

Millions  of  citizens  were  mobilized 
to  clang  pots  and  pans  until  fright- 
ened  birds  dropped  to  the  ground  in  , 
exhaustion  and  were  beaten  to  death/ 
Up  to  18  million  birds  were  killed  be-*^ 
fore  scientists  persuaded  Mao  to  re¬ 
place  the  sparrow  with  the  bedbug  on 
his  list.  ■ 

Mr.  Chu  hopes  that  ordinary  Chi¬ 
nese  will  mobilize  to  protect  spar¬ 
rows,  and  that  agricultural  officials 
will  place  stricter  controls  on  pesti¬ 
cides.  But  he  warns  that  it  may  take 
decades  to  wean  many  Chinese  off  a 
taste  for  wildlife,  wryly  reciting  a 
joke  about  southern  Chinese  dining 
'  habits :  “Eat  anything  that  flies  ex¬ 
cept  airplanes ;  eat  anything  with  .  . 
legs  except  the  table.”  'i> 


I  '  .  .  Jiang  Xlaomlng  for  The  New  Yorl(  Tlmi^ 

■A  pair  of  outdoor  diners  on  a  street  in  Beijing  enjoyed  fried  sparrow  shish  kebab  one  day  recently,  ^ 
(J)yyxjU 
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...  THE  BLUEBIRDS  Wednesday,  April  23,  7:30—9  pm  Leader;  Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  President 
of  the  Norifi  Arneiican  Biuebiiu  Society,  Town  Hail,  Stow  Liiiian  wiii ... 
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Bluebird  Trail 

...  Sparrow  Spooker  After  talking  with  Liiiian  Lund-Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  about  "sparrow  spookers",  she  found  the  article  ... 
divamom2.tripod.com/id29.htm  -  34k  -  Jan.  8,  2003  -  Cached  -  Similar  pages 

House  Sparrow  Deferent 

After  talking  with  Lillian  Lund-Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  about  "sparrow  spookers",  she  found  the  article  and  diagram  below  ... 
members.tripod.com/~herper/mbahospdeter  -  4k  -  Cached  -  Similar  pages 


Mountain  Bluebirds 

>  Thoughts  -  Stokes  guides  says  tiial  slfuxj  tiif:  MOBL  is  the  tftost  rnigi  ato*  y  at 

>  the  three  it  is  also  the  most  likelv  to  IX'  fouinl  uulsick*  UV  tafxie  anri  thxt 

>  there  have  lijeeti  sevet..il  ieo|>rts  of  MOBL  <howing  up  in  the  east  in  the  fall. 

>  Dot  has  raised  some  interesting  questions:  Where  did  this  MOBl  come 

>  from?  Will  it  survive  here.  She  wondered  if  it  should  be  transported 

>  somewhere.  Other  questions:  Will  it  mate?  do  you  think  it  came  with  a 

>  mate.  How  far  east  have  .M.OBL  been  spotted? 

>  Lillian  Lund  Files  (78  yrs  old),  who  was  one  of  the  first  NABS 

>  pre'vidcnts,  and  60  >  year  bluebirder  here  in  fAA,  and  when  was  told  about 

>  the  MOBL,  was  both  on  the  phone  to  the  Boston  Globe  to  have  an  article 

>  put  in  and  was  running  to  her  car  to  go  sec  it  all  at  the  same  time,  has 

>  NEVER  seen  a  MOBL  in  these  parts  before..... 

>THIS  IS  VERY  EXCITING!!!!!  H 


lare  and  accidental  birds  are  exciting  and  fun.  Ly  all  riR-ans,  t  njoy  dio 

MOBL  while  it  is  in  your  area.  But  please,  resist  Uie  urge  to  "du  ixnHcHilhg  alxiuv 
it."  Vve  jfave  had  dr>t  is  (i^onie  quite  liealed)  about  the  extent  to  which  we 
shtvild  inieriere  with  rMr  afsinial  neighbors,  this  bird  should  be  left  alone  (in  my 
opinion). 

I  d  be  nroie  LOitccfoed  aiiuut  tire  hn[>aLt  of  visitors  that  would  not  ordinarily  be 
interested  in  iuYds,  than  1  yx:*uld  be  about  Uie  bird  itself.  Publicity  is  a  two-edged 
sword.  Newspaper  articles  about  rare  birds  can  spark  interest  and  might  be  the 
start  of  a  rhild’s  life-long  pursuit  of  science,  or  an  adult s  spur  to  political  activism. 
One  U>e  other  ibaiw:l  the  articles  might  to  no  more  than  flood  an  area  with  gawkers 
wlioscf  sole  conli  ibution  iT  the  clisruption  of  the  nMureJ  and  normal  routine  of  all 
wildlife  in  the  area.  Hope  your  MOBL  inspif  es  the  former. 
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SPARROW  SPOOKER 

After  talking  with  Lillian  Lund-Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  about 
"sparrow  spookers",  she  found  the  article  and  diagram  below  from  the  March  1985  issue  of  the  NABS 
magazine.  Her  comment  was,  "I  personally  had  luck  with  this  idea,  but  used  plastic  flags." 


HOUSE  SPARROW 
DETERRENT 

Drawing 
Lillian  Lund-Fil 

Photos/text  submitted  by 
Gwen  Newton-Denton 


STTREAMERS 


N)ur  ot  met 


IDEA  TO  REPEL  HOUSE  SPARROWSlIt  TRY  mil 


■ACI 


Attach  a  pola  to  the  top  of  the  natliXM.  On  tho  poia  attach  ctraamara  of  any  type  that  wUt  away  in  tha 
wind.  Spanowa  art  rapaltad,  btuabtnto  atom  indlf  tafant  to  It,  and  wilt  avan  uaa  tha  pola  as  a  parch. 
This  mathod  la  baing  triad  In  ai^itan  Marytand  with  cuccaaa  RIGHT  NOWIt! 

PtCASC  giva  it  a  try  and  tall  US  your  raaufla!  It  wortca  ilka  a  aearacrowl 


Sparrow  Spooker: 

This  is  a  field-tested,  100%  effective  device  used  to  deter  sparrows  from  your  bluebird  nests.  This 
simple  home-made  device  has  been  used  for  over  six  years  without  an  attack  or  disturbing  the  bluebirds 
nesting  habits  or  behavior. 

Any  bluebird  enthusiast  can  construct  a  sparrow  spooker  from  the  following  readily  available  materials: 
12"  of  1  "xl "  wood  (or  enough  to  raise  the  spooker  8"  above  the  roofline  of  your  bluebird  house) 


2 -12"  dowels 

6  strips  of  2"x  6"  silver  mylar  (can  be  recycled  from  boxed  wine  liners,  mylar  balloons  etc...  In  an 
emergency  you  can  use  aluminum  foil  for  a  temporary  fix.) 


http://members.tripod.com/~herper/mbahospdeter 
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ASSEMBLY: 

STEP  #1  -  Drill  two  holes  the  diameter  of  the  dowels  into  the  piece  of  wood. 

STEP  #2  -  Glue  the  dowels  into  the  wood  strip. 

STEP  #3  -  Lfse  duct  tape  to  attach  the  mylar  strips  at  even  intervals  (3  per  dowel). 

STEP  U4  -  Mount  the  sparrow  spooker  to  the  back  of  your  bluebird  house  so  that  there  is  a  distance  of 
8"  between  the  roofline  and  the  top  of  the  device.  This  will  allow  the  mylar  strips  to  blow  freely  in  the 
wind. 

VERY  IMPORTANT!!  In  order  to  prevent  disturbing  your  bluebird’s  normal  nesting  behavior  you 
must  mount  the  device  AFTER  the  eggs  have  been  laid.  It  must  be  taken  down  immediately  AFTER 
fledging. 


FRONT  &  SIDE  VIEWS: 


I  have  used  this  device  successfully  for  4  years.  All  of  my  nest  boxes  with  bluebird  nests  get  a  "sparrow 
spooker".  In  over  50  nest  boxes  protected  in  this  manner,  I  have  never  had  a  sparrow  attack  or  bluebirds 
abandon  their  nest.  Again,  it  is  VERY  IMPORTANT,  in  order  not  to  disturb  the  bluebird’s  normal 
nesting  behavior,  to  mount  the  device  only  AFTER  the  eggs  have  been  laid.  It  must  be  taken  down 
immediately  AFTER  fledging. 

Gwen  Newton-Denton 
Email:  daltd9@msn.com 

Back  to  MBA  Home  Page 
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BIRD  LOVERS  PROVIDE  LIFELINE  HELPING  MANY 

SPECIES  TO  RECOVER 

When  snow  blankets  the  ground  in  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts,  Lillian  Files  reverently  observes  a  rite  of 
winter  she  began  when  she  was  a  small  girl  in  the  1940s. 

She  boils  yellow  raisins  and  dyes  them  the  reddish  color  of  sumac  berries,  then  places  them  above  the 
snow  for  bluebirds  to  eat  along  with  sumac  branches  and  berries  she  gathered  and  stored  in  the  fall. 

The  ritual  is  an  act  of  love  for  a  woman  who  has  made  the  care  and  feeding  of  bluebirds  her  vocation  in 
life  and  scrupulously  maintains  114  bluebird  houses  on  her  property.  It  also  helps  the  birds,  which 
normally  feed  on  insects  but  will  eat  berries  when  necessary,  survive  the  often  harsh  Massachusetts 
winter. 

Wildlife  biologists  say  people  who  feed  and  house  birds  have  played  a  vital  role  in  the  recovery  of  a 
number  of  species  of  songbirds,  including  bluebirds. 

"People  once  said  you  would  never  see  a  bluebird  in  Massachusetts,"  says  Ms.  Files,  who  travels  around 
New  England  giving  free  lectures  on  the  attractive  songbird.  "I'd  ask  the  people  I  lectured  who  had  ever 
seen  a  bluebird,  and  only  one  or  two  hands  would  go  up.  Now,  I  see  a  lot  more  hands  going  up." 

Statistical  information  backs  her  up.  According  to  the  annual  breeding  bird  survey,  Eastern  bluebird 
populations  have  climbed  more  than  2  percent  a  year  since  1966. 

Rlnf^hirrlc  nr.rmql1v  nest  in  the  hollows  of  mature  trees,  now  far  fewer  in  number  than  in  the  past.  The 

manmade  nesting  sites  maintained  by  people  like  Ms.  Files  offer  an  alternative  that  has  been  vital  to  the 
recovery  of  this  species. 


http;//mountain-prairie. fws.gov/feature/bird.html 
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«  PROFILE:  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny,  An  Odyssey  of  Love 
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Larry  Zeleny  was  the  founder  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society.  The  hundreds  of  articles 
he  wrote  on  the  subject  of  bluebirds,  culminated  in 
his  book,  The  Bluebird:  Mow  You  Cfln  Help  Its  Fight  . 

For  Survival.  The  articles  and  book  have  motivated  ^ 

and  counseled  thousands  of  people  across  the  conti¬ 
nent.  He  lectured  hundreds  of  times  on  his  favorite  j 
subject,  giving  informed  answers  with  patient  enthu-  j 
siasm.  However,  although  he  was. indeed  a  forerun¬ 
ner,  a  leader  in  the  field  of  bluebird  preservation,  ' 
his  fondest  wish  was  to  have  others  become  leaders. 

His  book’s  subtitle  gives  him  away.  He  wanted  us  to 
start  our  own  trails,  to  monitor  those  trails,  to  ex¬ 
periment  with  prudence  and,  he  hoped,  to  appreciate  the 
beauty  of  the  bluebird  and  its  struggle  to  endure  in  our  own 
way. 

Larry  was  born  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  on  April  30, 

1904.  He  was  second  of  two  sons  bom  to  Anthony  and  Mattie 
Zeleny.  Minnesota’s  moderate  summers  compensate  for  the 
very  long,  very  cold  winters.  At  that  time  Minneapolis  was  not 
a  large  industrial  center  and  there  were  open  spaces  and  fields 
aplenty  along  the  Mississippi  River  and  Larry  enjoyed  the  out- 
of-doors  as  much  as  possible. 

Like  many  other  bluebird  conservationists,  he  didn’t  know 
what  sparked  his  love  for  the  species.  During  his  youth,  blue¬ 
birds  were  **always  there,”  nourished  by  the  Mississippi.  Other 
people  had  bluebird  boxes  in  the  neighborhood,  with  bluebird 
tenants.  By  the  time  he  entered  high  school,  Larry,  using  a  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture  bulletin,  was  building  his  own  blue¬ 
bird  houses  and  in  1921  he  entered  the  University  of  Minne¬ 
sota  and  graduated  in  1925  with  a  degree  in  Chemistry.  While 
at  the  University  he  took  a  course  in  ornithology  from  Profes¬ 
sor  Thomas  S.  Roberts,  author  of  the  magnificent  twcwolume 
Birds  of  Minnesota.  He  felt  right  at  home.  He  enjoyed  the  field 
trips,  but  he  especially  enjoyed  the  long  hours  of  consultation 
with  Dr.  Roberts. 

There  was  a  girl  enrolled  in  that  class,  a  science  education 
major  named  Olive  Lowen,  and  pretty  Olive  hao  an  eye  on 
Larry.  She  finally  made  the  shy  Zeleny  kid  notice  her,  and 
Olive  and  Larry  became  a  team.  They  relaxed  in  each  other’s 
company,  having  many  common  interests  in  wildlife  conserva¬ 
tion.  Olive  said  she  endured  some  of  those  long  field  trips 
more  because  of  her  interest  in  Larry  than  for  the  birds  she 
might  have  seen.  Both  Larry  and  Olive  received  their  bachelors 
degrees  the  same  year.  Olive  began  her  career  as  a  teacher  and 
Larry  started  graduate  school  at  the  University.  He  earned  his 
M.S.  in  1927  and  his  Ph.D.  in  biochemistry  in  1930.  As  soon 
as  Larry  completed  his  final  degree,  they  married  on  June  19, 

1930,  sbc  days  after  their  engagement. 

In  1935,  the  Zeleny’s  moved  to  Washington,  D.C.  and 
Larry  started  work  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Larry 
held  various  scientific  and  administrative  positions  with  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  culminating  in  the  position  of 
Branch  Chief  of  the  Grain  Division  from  1943  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1966.  During  that  time  he  authored  or  co-authored  62 


technical  papers  in  the  general  field  of  agricultural 
biochemistry.  He  helped  develop  internationally 
recognized  procedures  for  evaluating  the  quality  of 
cereal  grains  and  oil-bearing  seeds.  He  received  nu¬ 
merous  professional  awards.  He  led  a  most  distin¬ 
guished  professional  career. 

When  visitors  came  to  the  Zeleny  home  in  Univer¬ 
sity  Park,  MD  they  would  expect  to  find  numerous 
birds  around  his  large  backyard,  and  of  course, 

^  many  reminders  of  bluebird  activity  throughout, 

i  from  his  basement  workshop  where  he  continually 

U  tinkered  with  building  a  better  nesting  box,  to  the 

Richard  Sloan  autographed  print,  “Eastern  Blue¬ 
bird,”  he  received  from  the  Griggsville  Nature  Society.  To  a 
bluebirder,  Larry’s  home  was  the  North  Pole  on  Christmas 
Eve. 

How  did  it  all  start?  With  the  Department  of  agriculture, 
Larry  occupied  an  office  for  nearly  25  years  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Beltsville  Agricultural  Research  Center.  There  were  quite  a 
few  bluebirds  at  the  Center  until  1950.  But  then  came  an  inva¬ 
sion  of  starlings  and  the  bluebirds  disappeared.  Larry  was  con¬ 
cerned,  but  the  press  of  business  precluded  his  personal  inter¬ 
vention.  In  1955  he  did  place  a  nesting  box  on  a  pole  outside 
his  office  window  and  monitored  it  constantly.  Bluebirds  be¬ 
came  permanent  tenants.  But  they  were  exceedingly  scarce  else¬ 
where  on  the  spacious  grounds  of  the  Center,  graced  with  habi¬ 
tat,  which,  should  have  been  full  of  bluebirds.  With  his  retire¬ 
ment,  he  inherited  that  most-precious  of  all  commodities. 
Time.  He  asked  the  Center’s  director  for  permission  to  place 
13  nesting  boxes  around  the  area  for  the  1967  nesting  season. 
At  the  same  time  he  placed  144  nesting  boxes  around  the 
state’s  parks.  From  his  correspondence  with  Dr.  T.  E.  Mussel- 
man,  among  others,  he  developed  what  he  thought  was  a  good 
nesting  box  design,  with  attention  given  to  cavity  size,  insula¬ 
tion,  ventilation,  and  drainage.  That  design,  with  little  modifi¬ 
cation,  endures  to  this  day. 

In  1968,  Larry  learned  about  a  newly  formed  group.  The 
National  Association  for  the  Protection  and  Propagation  of  the 
Purple  Martins  and  Bluebirds  of  America.  He  joined  the  or¬ 
ganization,  then  journeyed  to  Illinois  for  a  meeting  with  the 
group.  The  folks  there  put  him  in  charge  of  bluebird  protec¬ 
tion,  whereupon  Larry  proposed  to  write  a  booklet  about  the 
subject.  Again,  he  secured  approval  and  the  result  was  a  beauti¬ 
fully  rendered  handbook,  which  Olive  entitled  Bluebirds  for  Posr 
terity.  It  sold  thousands  of  copies  and  is  now  out  of  print. 

In  1969,  Larry  took  over  Dr.  Musselman’s  popular  column 
in  the  Purple  Martin  News  (now  the  Nature  Society  News).  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  Maryland  Ornithological  Society,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Audubon  Naturalist 
Society  and  served  as  a  consultant  for  Camp  Fire  Girls,  Inc.  All 
these  positions  gave  him  a  forum  to  reach  larger  numbers  of 
people.  He  became  convinced  that  bluebirds  could  be  helped 
only  by  many  people,  tens  of  thousands,  working  in  small 
groups  or  as  individuals,  each  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
Continued  on  page  9. 


Continued  from,  page  8. 

bluebirds’  problems,  and  armed  with  a  general  plan  for  coping 
with  them.  When  he  wrote  or  talked  about  bluebirds,  he  did 
•  so  in  the  simplest  language  possible,  making  sure  that  everyone 
understood  his  message. 

People  received  his  message  on  local  radio  and  television 
programs.  They  picked  it  up  in  newspaper  articles,  in  magazines 
ranging  from  Living  Wilderness  to  Exxon,  U.S.A.  They  got  it  from 
his  book,  published  in  1976.  Then  in  June  1977,  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  featured  his  article,  “Song  of  Hope  for  the  Bluebird,” 
punctuating  it  with  the  stunning  bluebird  photographs  taken  by 
his  good  friend  Michael  L.  Smith.  The  volume  of  mail  he  re¬ 
ceived  because  of  that  article  was  overwhelming  (over  80,000 
pieces),  even  for  Larry.  He  called  in  a  few  friends  to  discuss  the 
situation  and— the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  (NABS) 
came  about. 

There  is  much  to  say  about  this  remarkable  man,  and  not 
nearly  enough  space.  He  received  awards  for  his  conservation 
work  from  numerous  organizations,  most  notably  from  the 
Patuxent  Group  of  the  Sierra  Club  and  the  Audubon  Naturalist 
Society.  He  took  no  money  for  his  conservation  work  and  do¬ 
nated  receipts  from  the  sale  of  his  book  to  NABS. 

Those  of  us  who  have  personal  knowledge  of  Little  Brother 
and  Little  Sister— even  those  who  have  read  his  account  of  these 
hand-raised  bluebirds— know  that  his  love  for  bluebirds  is  real. 
He  uses  the  word  love  a  lot.  It  is  not  a  word  that  comes  easily 
from  men  in  this  culture.  When  asked  about  his  courtship  with 
Olive,  he  would  respond  with  a  simple  explanation:  “We  fell  in 
love.”  He  dedicated  his  book  to  Olive,  hearkening  back  to  their 
ornithology  class  in  Minnesota,  “where  we  fell  in  love  with  birds 
and  with  each  other.” 

When  Larry  and  the  writer  discussed  the  text  for  the  NABS 
color  brochure,  “Where  Have  All  the  Bluebirds  Gone?  Larry 
wished  the  first  sentence  to  read,  “We  celebrate  the  beautiful 
bluebird  as  a  symbol  of  love,  hope  and  happiness.”  Because  the 
writer  thought  the  sentiment  a  bit  maudlin,  he  deleted  the  word 
“love.”  It  was  a  mistake.  From  the  beginning,  it  was  the  reason 
this  decent  and  learned  man  was  involved.  Condensed  from  a  story  in 


The  Song  of  the  Bluebird 

A  breast  of  rusty  red, 

A  back  of  sky  blue, 

A  song  of  peacefulness. 

A  bluebird  flys  over  a  golden  field  to  it’s  home| 
At  the  edge  of  the  field. 

It  stops  to  rest  on  a  nearby  tree  and  shows 
off  it’s  chest  proudly. 

It  twitters  a  song  of  relaxation,  and  peace. 

Of  happiness  and  freedom. 

Of  healthiness  and  all  the  pleasures  of  life. 
The  bluebird  hops  to  the  top  of  the  tree  and 
watches  the  sun  set  over  the  horizon. 

Soon  crickets  are  chirping  as  the  moon 
shines  in  the  darkness. 

The  bluebird  puffs  up  it’s  chest  and  preens 
itself.  Then  it  tucks  it’s  head  under  it’s  wing 
and  falls  asleep. 

—  Megan  Groves,  Age  10 
Reprint  Bluebird  Poems  and  Articles,  Kentucky 
Bluebird  Society,  www.biology.eku.edu/KBS. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

leetings  are  at  7:30  p.m.,  upstairs  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at  the 
vangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  Center  (Route 
13)  Dues:  Single  $7,  Family  $10,  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  6  To  kick  off  the  2003  season,  Lillian 
lies  will  be  presenting  a  great  45  minute  video  on  Ravens,  one 
f  nature’s  all  time  brightest  creatures.  This  program  has  been 
speated  often  on  the  Nature  Channel  due  to  its  first  rate  quality 
nd  fascinating  subject  matter.  T.B.S.  member  Lauren  Mann 
Chaney  of  Tyngsboro,  a  raven  expert  in  her  own  right,  will  be  in 

ittendance  to  answer  questions.  „  o  •  * 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  Bird  Society, 
ilease  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg,  Pres.  (978)658-5852,  George 
rouillette,  Trees.  (978)448-5448;  Lil  Files,  Acting  Program  Co- 
*rd.  (978)692-2520;  or  Erin  Costello,  Publicity  (978)649-6499. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

[Meetings  are  at  7:30  p.m.,  upstairs  in  the  Fellowship  Ha"  at  ^ 
lEvangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  Center  (^ute 
1113)  Dues:  Single  $7,  Family  $10,  Guests  $2,  Studei^s  FREE. 

THURSDAY.  APRIL  3  Field  Ornithologist  Wayne  Petersen  of 
Massachusetts  Audubon  in  Lincoln,  MA  will  be  our  guest  speaker. 
Mr.  Petersen  throughout  his  career  has  led  many  birdmg  trips 
and  tours  across  North  America,  and  as  far  away  as  South 
America,  Antarctica  and  Africa.  Wayne  is  the  past  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Birding  Society  and  is  a  New  England 
Regional  Editor  for  North  American  Birds.  His  lecture  and  slide 
presentation  will  focus  on  an  overview  of  birding  in 

Massachusetts.  n.-  j  ♦ 

If  vou  would  like  more  information  about  the  Bird  Society, 

1  please  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg,  Pres.  (978)658-5852;  George  ■ 

YBrouillette.  Trees.  (978)448-5448;  Lil 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

2003  PROGRAMS 


Meetings  7:30  p.m.  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  1 13) 
Dues:  Single  $7.00,  Family  $10.00,  Guests  $2.00,  Students  Free 


THURSDAY.  MARCH  6  , 

To  kick  off  the  2003  season,  Lillian  Fiies  will  be  presenting  a  great  45  minute  video  on  ravens,  one  of 

nature's  all  time  brightest  creatures.  This  program  has  been  repeated  often  on  the  Nature  Channel  due  to  its  first 
rate  quality  and  fascinating  subject  matter.  T.B.S.  member  Lauren  Mann  Chaney  of  i  yngsboro,  a  raven  expert 
in  her  own  right,  will  be  in  attendance  to  answer  questions. 


THURSDAY.  APRIL  3  mu  .  i  . 

Field  Ornithologist  Wayne  Petersen  of  Massachusetts  Audubon  in  Lincoin,  MA  will  be  our  guest  speaker. 

Mr  Petersen  throughout  his  career  has  led  many  birding  trips  and  tours  across  North  America,  and  as  far  away 
as  South  America,  Antarctica  and  Africia.  Wayne  is  the  past  Vice  President  of  the  American  Birding  Society 
and  is  a  New  England  Regional  Editor  for  North  American  Birds.  His  lecture  and  slide  presentation  will  focus  on 
an  overvieiM  of  birding  in  Massachusetts. 


THURSDAY  MAY  1 

Shelly  Hans^  of  Leominster,  MA  will  bring  us  a  slide  presentation  on  seashells.  Her  personal  coOection 
contains  over  400  shells  representing  species  from  all  over  the  world.  Using  slides  and  actual  shells,  Shelley  s 
presentation  will  focus  on  the  five  classes  of  mollusks  and  their  unique  behaviors.  Her  talk  will  teach  us  how 
seashells  and  mollusks  have  interacted  with  man  throughout  the  ages.  Attend  this  program  and  become  an 


ipstant  expert  on  seashells. 

NP 

WFDNESDAY.  SEPTEMBER  3  (Please  note  change  of  . 

Another  great  "nature"  program.  Kristina  Williamson  of  Ipswich,  MA  works  at  Wolf  Hollow,  in  Ipswich, 
MA  Kristina  will  bring  a  slide  show  (sans  live  wolves)  which  will  involve  an  overview  of  wolf  behavior,  focusing 
on  tfieir  role  as  predators  in  the  wild.  Included  will  be  a  discussion  on  the  interaction  between  man  and  wolves, 
and  an  updating  on  wolf  sightings  in  New  England. 


THURSDAY  OCTOBER  2 

Our  own  club  members  Mark  and  Marcia  Wilson  of  Dunstable,  MA  will  bring  us  the  October  program. 
No  need  for  a  long  introduction  of  Mark  and  Marcia,  except  to  note  again  that  they  are  very  wel  known  around 
the  east  as  nature  photographers  and  naturalists.  Mark  is  a  staff  photographer  for  the  ^ston  Globe.  This  slide 
program,  entitled  "Alaska  Wilderness,"  brings  us  their  canoe  journey  into  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
featuring  an  introduction  to  several  Arctic  birds. 


THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  6 

Our  final  2003  program  features  Jacob  Moser  III  of  North  Reading,  MA.  Moser  is  an  accomplished 
Dhotoqrapher  who  has  received  many  awards  from,  among  others,  the  Photographic  S(^  O’  He  is 

an  hOTOty  member  in  the  Naw  Fnniand  Camera  Club  Council.  His  presentation,  entitled  Nature  s  Visual  Poetry 
is  a  romantic  video  of  nature  intended  to  entertain  and  inspire  the  photographer  and  non-photographer  alike. 
After  his  45  minute  program,  "Jake"  will  answer  your  questions  on  equipment,  location  and  effort  involved. 


// 

FOR  FUTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT 


HUGH  WIBERG  PRESIDENT 

LIL  FILES  ACTING  PROGRAM  CO-ORD. 


(978)  658-5K2  GEORGE  BROUILLETTE 
(978)  692-2520  ERIN  COSTELLO 


TREASURER  (978)  448-5448 
PUBLICITY  (978)  649-6499 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


To  the  Members  and  Friends  of  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Here  is  your  year  2003  program  schedule  for  T.B.S.  We  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  attend  some  or  all  of  these  programs.  And  bring  a  friend  or  two! 
Our  attendance  at  last  years'  meetings  ranged  from  35  to  60.  We  would 
love  to  see  these  numbers  increased  by  1 0  to  1 5  percent  (at  least)  this  year. 
When  you  consider  the  annual  cost  of  membership  ($1 0.00  for  families, 
$7.00  for  single  membership  and  $2.00  for  guests)  you  would  have  to  agree 
that  our  six  meetings  represent  the  last  great  entertainment  bargain  in  New 
England!  We  will  not  be  increasing  our  dues  in  2003. 

Don't  forget  our  raffle  table!  We  would  appreciate  your  occasionally  bringing 
a  birding  or  nature  related  item  from  time  to  time,  in  the  $5.00  to  $1 2.00 
range.  This  fun  raffle  has  helped  us  to  keep  our  dues  at  their  present 
modest  level. 

Note  also  that  one  meeting  (September  3rd)  will  be  conducted  on  a 
Wednesday  -  all  others  will  be  on  Thursday. 


If  we  can  arrange  it,  we  will  schedule  a  bird  walk  at  the  Mount  Auburn 
Cemetary  in  Cambridge,  some  weekend  in  May.  And  then  we  will  pray  we 
do  not  get  rained  out,  as  happend  last  year. 


SUGGESTION:  Jot  down  any  one  of  our  phone  numbers  in  your  telephone 
directory,  just  in  case  you  misplace  your  program  schedule.  If  that  happens, 
a  phone  call  will  get  you  another  copy. 


We  hope  to  greet  you  all  on  Thursday  evening,  March  6th! 


Best  wishes  in  the  new  year. 
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Bring  back 

THE  Bluebirds 

Slide/Lecture  presentation  by 
Lillian  Lund  Files  (The  Bluebird  Lady) 
WednesdaYf  April  23rd 

7:30pm 

Stow  Town  Hall  ^ 

To  Register  Call  978-897A50oM 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS  Wednesday,  April  23,  7:30—9  | 

Leader:  Lillian  Lund  Files,  past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Town  Hall,  Stow 
Lillian  will  share  her  60  years  of  Bluebird  experience  and  expertise  during  this  slide  presentation  and  lecture.  Learn  how 
to  set  up  your  own  bluebird  trail,  monitor  bluebird  boxes  and  help  to  bring  back  the  bird  thought  to  be  epitome  of  spring¬ 
time.  Bluebird  box  kits  will  be  available  by  advance  purchase  through  SVT  for  $10,  and  will  be  distributed  at  the  program, 
Registration  required.  Me?7ibers:  free  Nonmembers:  $5 


Meetings  are  at  7:30  p.m.,  upstairs  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at  the 
Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable  Center  (Route 
113)  Dues:  Single  $7,  Family  $10,  Guests  $2,  Students  FREE. 

THURSDAY.  MAY  1  Shelly  Hanson  of  Leominster,  MA  will 
bring  us  a  slide  presentation  on  seashells.  Her  personal 
collection  contains  over  400  shells  representing  species  from  all 
over  the  world.  Using  slides  and  actual  shells,  Shelley’s 
presentation  will  focus  on  the  five  classes  of  mollusks  and  their 
unique  behaviors.  Her  talk  will  teach  us  how  seashells  and 
mollusks  have  interacted  with  man  throughout  the  ages.  Attend 
this  program  and  become  an  instant  expert  on  seashells. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  Bird  Society, 
please  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg,  Pres.  (978)658-5852;  George 
Brouillette,  Trees.  (978)448-5448;  Lil  Files,  Acting  Program  Co- 
Ord.  (978)692-2520;  or  Erin  Costello.  Publicity  (978)649-6499. 
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Message-ID:  <001001c2ebe9$2f 336580$a451aad0@oemcomputer> 

From:  "Bruce  Burdett"  <blueburd@tds .net> 

To:  <WLInst@yahoogroups . com> ,  "BLUEBIRD-L"  <BLUEBIRD-L@ Cornell .edu>, 
<loonlark@yahoogroups . com> 

Subject:  Tyi^sboro  cluster  c 

Date:  Sun,  (l£Jlar_20^  13:23:44  -0500 
MIME -Vers ion:  1.0 
Content-Type:  text /plain; 

charset=" iso-8859-1 " 

Content-Transfer-Encoding:  Tbit 

Ellin  Anderson,  et  al. 

If  you  are  seeing  large  numbers  of  Bluebirds  in  the  Newburyport  area, 
that  is  to  say,  northeastern  Massachusetts,  my  guess  is  that  it's  the  work 
of  one  of  bluebirding ' s  most  tireless 

and  knowledgeable  ladies,  Lillian  Files,  of  Tyngsboro. 

She's  been  doing  this  for  many,  many  years,  and  she's  maintained  and 
monitored  hundreds  of  houses.  She's  spoken  hundreds  of  times  to  thousands 
of 

people,  and  spread  the  word  in  every  way  she  knew  how.  I  believe  she's  a 
past  President  of  NABS,  also. 

Lillian  proved  that  one  person  can  make  a  difference,  and  the 
difference  she  made  is 
monumental . 

Bruce  Burdett,  SW  NH 

Bruce  Burdett  SW  NH  » 


Townsend  Women’s  Club  News! 


TOWNSEND  -  The  next  meeting  of  the  Townsend  Women’s 
Club  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  8,  1  ;30  p.m.  in  the  West 
Townsend  Reading  Room,  located  on  the  corner  of  Canal 
Street  and  Dudley  Road. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  a  special  one  for  the  club  as  Gen¬ 
eral  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  of  Massachusetts  Presi¬ 
dent  Sheila  E.  Shea  will  be  their  special  guest  along  with 
presidents  (or  their  representatives)  from  the  clubs  in  the 
North  Central  District.  The  one  hour  program  planned  is 
“Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds,"  a  lecture/slide  program  to  be 
presented  by  Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsborough. 

Lil  Files,  the  Past  President  of  the  North  American  Blue¬ 
bird  Society  and  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society,  has  been 
lecturing  on  bluebirds  for  many  years  throughout  New  En¬ 
gland.  She  maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive  Bluebird 
Trail  and  has  had  Bluebirds  on  her  property  in  Tyngsborough 
for  over  45  years. 

The  slide  presentation  will  explain  the  Bluebird’s  plight  and 
good  effective  Bluebird  conservation,  a  pair  of  mounted  blue¬ 
birds,  nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes,  books  and  pamphlets  will 
[  be  displayed. 


tfi 


Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro  presented  the  lecture/sli( 
program,  “Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds.’’  Lillian  is  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  past  president  of 
the  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  She  had  many  dis¬ 
plays  on  hand  including  a  bluebird-nesting  box.  Her  slide 
program  was  very  informative  with  the  group  learning  about 
the  many  predators  bluebirds  face  and  how  we  can  help  them 
to  survive.  She  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  own  30-acre  piece 
of  property  in  Tyngsboro  for  53  years.  She  has  given  over 
400  bluebird  lecture/slide  programs  on  good  effective  blue¬ 
bird  conservation  throughout  the  six  states  of  New  England 
and  is  also  “Trouble-Shooter”  for  this  area.  She  has  114 
boxes  on  her  own  personal  trail  and  monitors  them  on  her 
moped  through  cemeteries,  golf  courses  and  farmlands. 

Blue  birds  are  in  jeopardy  primarily  because  they  cannot! 
find  enough  places  to  breed  successfully.  They  insist  on  nest-  i 
ing  in  either  natural  or  artificial  enclosures.  Habitat  of  open 
fields  and  orchards  conducive  to  bluebirds  nesting  territory 
is  shrinking  rapidly  or  has  been  soiled  by  the  injurious  use 
of  pesticides.  Bluebirds  must  also  compete  for  nesting  sites’ 
with  the  imported  house  sparrows  and  starlings.  These  alien 
birds  have  overrun  the  continent  and  are  far  more  aggres¬ 
sive  than  bluebirds.  They  have  taken  most  of  the  natural  cavi¬ 
ties  which  bluebirds  use.  These  problems  have  reduced  the 
bluebird  population  as  much  as  90%.  The  bluebirds  are  in 
great  need  of  human  help.  Following  Lillian’s  presentation, 
she  invited  questions  from  the  audience. 
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Your  kindness  is  greatly  appreciated 
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VIRGINA  F.  WELCH  I 
27  Bayberry  Hill  Road 
[West  Townsend,  MA  01474-1120 
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BLUEBIRDS 

Bluebirds  returning  in  the  spring. 
Males  and  females  on  the  wing. 

Hurry,  scurry,  build  that  nest 
In  spring  there  is  not  bluebird  rest! 

Soft  blue  eggs  (and  sometimes  white) 
Promise  a  future  that  is  bright. 

Tiny  babes  soon  will  speak 
And  ask  for  food  with  hungry  beak. 

They  eat  and  eat  and  feathers  grow. 
Then  the  blue  begins  to  show. 

While  Mom  and  Dad  have  no  time  to  sing. 
The  young  begin  to  test  their  wings. 

Soon  they  are  ready  to  give  them  a  try. 
And  leaving  the  nest  they  are  able  to  fly! 
As  teenagers  they  will  still  be  fed 
But  the  nest  no  longer  is  their  bed. 

But  Mom  and  Dad  still  cannot  rest 
It  is  time  to  start  that  second  nest 
And  hard  to  believe  but  it  is  true. 
Those  teenagers  will  help  feed  the  new! 

—Robert  Walshaw,  Coweta,  OK 
Reprint,  Bluebird  News,  May  2001 


Jack  Finch  -  Conservationist  of  the  Year  -  2001 


Jack  Finch  of  Bailey,  North 
Carolina,  is  a  hero  to  those  who  ap¬ 
preciate  and  love  Eastern  bluebirds. 

Now  84  years  old,  he  has  devoted 
the  last  30  years  of  his  life  to 
"bringing  back  the  bluebirds"  and 
has  been  instrumental  in  forwarding 
the  cause  statewide.  At  one  time  the 
once  dense  bluebird  population  had 
become  dangerously  low  for  several 
reasons,  including  a  shortage  of 
natural  cavities  for  nesting,  from 
house  sparrows  and  starlings  and 
pesticides. 

He  decided  to  build  a  bluebird  house  one  day  after  hear¬ 
ing  a  bluebird  singing  while  he  and  his  son  Kelly  were  putting 
up  a  fence.  Experimenting  with  a  design,  he  found  one  with 
the  right  size  entrance  hole  with  the  correct  interior  room  that 
would  also  provide  safety  from  predators  and  weather.  His 
non-profit  organization.  Homes  for  Bluebirds,  Inc.,  stays  busy 
producing  between  6,000-8,000  houses  per  year.  Today, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  organizations  like  Homes  for  Bluebirds, 
Inc.,  founded  by  Jack  Finch  in  1973,  bluebirds  are  flourishing 
in  Eastern  North  Carolina  as  well  as  throughout  the  country. 
His  boxes  are  found  across  the  continental  USA,  North  Amer¬ 
ica  and  across  the  world.  Although  now  he  doesn’t  move  as 
fast,  he  still  generates  new  ideas  for  helping  bluebirds  and  ex¬ 
periments  daily  to  improve  his  ideas.  He  has  developed  a  func¬ 
tional  feeder  and  at  present  his  passion  is  coming  up  with  the 
best  wav  to  raise  meal  worms  for  feeding  bluebirds  in  those 


feeders. 

Generous  to  the  maximum  he  is  helping  Glendale  Kenly 
Elementary  School  with  their  bluebird  project,  providing  his 
expertise  as  well  as  complete  meal  worm  growing  bins  for  sev¬ 
eral  classrooms.  He  even  traveled  to  the  school  to  check  on  a 
very  early  box  of  nestlings  in  icy  wet  weather  to  make  sure  that 
they  were  provided  for  during  a  lengthy  cold  spell.  With  his 
assistance  the  five  babies  survived  and  fledged  on  April  11, 
2000. 

He  gladly  hosts  educational  field  trips  for  children  and 
adults.  He  has  everything  in  order  for  each  visit  with  a  bluebird 
education  program  geared  to  the  age  group.  This  year  he  took 
33  students  who  learned  all  about  bluebirds  and  commercial 
meal  worm  culture. 

A  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society,  he  is  the  premier  bluebirder 
in  North  Carolina  and  the  nation.  Without  jack  Finch,  blue¬ 
birds  and  bluebirders  would  not  be  where  they  are  today.  Hats 
off  to  Jack  Finch,  the  bluebird  man. 

Using  these  words,  Ann  Rogerson  Weaver  submitted  this 
nomination  last  year.  Jack  was  honored  by  the  North  Carolina 
Wildlife  Federation  in  the  spring  of  2002  with  the  award  as  the 
Wildlife  Conservationist  of  the  Year  2001.  He  received  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  at  the  banquet.  Congratulations  from  all  of  us. 

Reprint  from  “Bluebird  Notes”  the  North  Carolina  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety  newsletter.  Jack,  a  member  of  Mountain  Bluebird  Trails,  and 
friend  to  bluebirders  across  North  America,  was  always  referred  to  by 
Art  Aylesworth  as  “the  Southern  Gentlenuin  of  the  Bluebird 
World.” 


Charlie  Ellis  holding  a  Tree  Swallow  in  one  hand  and  white  feath¬ 
ers  in  the  other  hand,  as  well  as  his  hat 


Mountain  Bluebirds  soon  found  his  boxes,  too,  and 
Charlie  was  rewarded  by  witnessing  his  bluebird  population 
grow  from  just  a  single  pair  in  1956  to  about  sixty  pairs  in  the 
late  19708.  It  is  now  believed  that  the  Ellis  farm  had  one  of 
the  highest  nesting  densities  of  Mountain  Bluebirds  ever  re¬ 
corded. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  their  extensive  bluebird  trail, 
Charlie  and  his  sister  Winnie  transformed  their  backyard 
into  a  haven  for  wildlife.  Orchards  and  flower  gardens  were 
planted  specifically  to  attract  birds,  while  water  ponds 
around  the  farm  attracted  deer  and  other  ivild  creatures. 
Backyard  birdbaths  were  kept  full,  and  a  myriad  of  bird  feed¬ 


Winnie  Ellis  filling  one  of  the  large  bird  feeders  at  the  Ellis  Farm. 


Charlie  Ellis  was  bom  in  Jumping  Pound,  Alberta  in 
1902.  His  sister,  Winnie,  was  bom  in  1905.  Charlie  and 
Winnie  moved  with  their  family  in  1906  to  homestead  in  the 
Eacombe  area  of  central  Alberta.  After  the  passing  of  their 
parents,  Charlie  and  Winnie  remained  on  the  farm,  where 
they  operated  a  very  successful  mixed-farming  operation. 

When  Charlie  put  up  a  bird  box  on  his  front  lawn  in  the 
spring  of  1955,  he  had  no  idea  how  much  this  simple  act 
would  change  his  life  or  the  lives  of  thousands  of  other  peo¬ 
ple.  Charlie  was  intrigued  with  a  simple  nest  box  plan  that  he 
came  across  in  a  farm  magazine,  so  he  decided  to  budd  one. 
Shortly  after  he  set  it  out,  he  was  thrilled  to  see  a  pair  of  Tree 
Swallows  up  residence.  But  House  Sparrows  soon  moved 
in,  killing  the  female  swallow  and  building  their  own  nest  on 
top  of  her  and  her  dead  nestlings. 

Charlie  was  outraged.  He  decided  he  would  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life  helping  native  birds  by  providing  them  with 
secure  nesting  sites,  and  by  controlling  local  populations  of 
the  exotic,  destmctive  House  Sparrow  through  an  extensive 
trapping  program.  Charlie  started  building  more  boxes,  and 
within  a  few  years  maintained  a  300box  trail  around  his 
farm.  He  would  get  up  at  five  o'clock  every  morning  during 
the  summer  to  walk  his  trails.  In  his  pockets  he  would  carry  a 
supply  of  white  feathers,  an  eagerly  sought  commodity  by 
nesting  Tree  Swallows. 


PROHLE:  Charlie  Ellis 


ers  was  placed 
around  the 
yard.  During 
the  winter, 

Charlie  would 
shovel  up  to 
two  tons  of 
sunf  lowe  rs 
seeds  into  large 
cattle  troughs, 
which  he  used 
as  bird  feeders. 

Huge  flocks  of 
Evening  Gros¬ 
beaks  would 
descend  on 
these  feeders  to 
gorge  on  the 
seeds. 

For  several  winters  Charlie  and  Winnie  also  fed  large 
flocks  of  Bohemian  Waxwdngs.  Winnie  would  stir  up  apples 
and  raisins  by  the  caselot,  and  Charlie  would  serve  their  hun¬ 
gry  visitors  on  pie  plate  feeders. 

In  the  early  1980s,  Charlie’s  greatest  concern  was  the  fate 
of  “his”  bluebirds  should  he  no  longer  be  able  to  tend  his 
nest  box  trail.  Coincidentally,  Union  Carbide  was  looking  for 
a  site  to  build  an  ethylene  glycol  plant.  Following  a  suggestion 
by  the  Red  Deer  River  Naturalists,  Carbide  agreed  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  Ellis  legacy  through  a  non-profit  charitable  com¬ 
pany,  Ellis  Bird  Farm  Ltd.  Union  Carbide  was  recently  pur¬ 
chased  by  a  large  multi-national,  Dow  Chemicals  Canada  Ltd. 
Fortunately,  the  new  company  remains  committed  to  sup¬ 
porting  the  work  of  Ellis  Bird  Farm. 

Charlie  passed  away  in  1990,  but  Winnie,  now  97,  con¬ 
tinues  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Ellis  Bird 
Farm.  She  visits  the  site  each  summer  to  view  the  gardens  and 
see  her  beloved  bluebirds  and  swallows.  The  legacy  of  Charlie 
and  Winnie  Ellis  lives  on. 


Stuart  Keith,  71, 
top  bird  watcher 

LOS  iWGELES  —  G.  Stuart  Keith. 

bird  watcher  and 
author  who  ^  once  cited  in  the  Guin- 
[  ness  Book  of  World  Records  for  snot- 

to^morebirds  than  anybody  else,  died 

to  the  American 
Bir^  Association .  He  was  7L 

1  4  first  person  to  spot 

4  000  species  and  by  his  death  had 

of  birds. 
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Background  on  Lillian  Lund  Files 

Lillian  is  a  very  enthusiastic  Bluebirder  who  is  very  proud  to  be  involved  in  our  newly-formed  Bluebird 

Society. 

She  has  had  Bluebirds  for  ^3  years  on  her  own  30  acre  piece  of  property  in  Tyngsboro,  Mass.  In  1942  when  Bluebirds 
were  a  rarity  here  in  New  England,  folks  used  to  flock  to  her  place  every  spring  to  view  these  winged  beauties. 

She  attended  her  first  North  American  Bluebird  Society  convention  in  1979  and  was  on  their  Board  of  Directors  for 
two  years  and  became  President  in  1984  and  then  Chairperson  of  Nominating  Committee  for  seven  years.  She’s  also  past 
president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  a  member  of  the  Mass.  Audubon  Society. 

She  has  given  over^O  Bluebird  lecture/slide  programs  on  good  effective  bluebird  conservation  throughout  the  six 
states  of  New  England  and  is  also  ‘Trouble-Shooter”  for  this  area.  She  says  she  keeps  “pediatrician  hours’’  as  she  gets  calls 
anytime  from  5:30  A.M.  to  1 1 :00  P.M.  in  early  spring  on  bluebird  problems.  She  also  gives  many  spring  tours  on  her  own 
property  showing  how  to  monitor  nesting  bo.xes  which  is  most  important.  She  has  1 1 4  boxes  on  her  own  personal  trail  and 
monitors  them  on  her  moped  through  cemeteries,  golf  courses  and  farmlands. 

While  lecturing  she  stresses  that  Bluebirds  are  in  great  need  of  HUMAN  HELP.  “Bluebirders  feel  like  one  of  the 
CHOSEN  ONES  when  fortunate  enough  to  have  them  nest  on  their  own  property  but  also  feel  like  the  Godparents  to  all 
Bluebirds  wherever  they  are  in  giving  them  so  much  needed  loving  attention.”  She  has  had  first-hand  knowledge  about 
bluebirds  talking  and  visiting  other  experts  throughout  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  She  has  been  on  four  television  programs  and 
written  up  in  numerous  periodicals.  scribner  hill 

If  interested  in  slide/lccture  presentation,  you  can  contact  her  by  writing  for  a  brochure:  TYNCSBORO,  i$a.  oi879-oooo 
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[Talk  of  the  Times 

Bald  eagle 
as  landed 
n  Cape 


>y  ALL  HANDS 

imes  staff 

No  sooner  did  officials  announce  that  the  American 
oald  eagle  was  no  longer  an  endangered  species  than 
ane  was  spotted  ri^t  here  on  Cape  Ann. 

Birdwatcher  Lil  Files  not  only  saw  an  immature 
lid  eagle  on  Wingaersheek  Beach  Wednesday,  she 
lSO  snapped  some  great  photos  of  it. 

Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society, 
summers  at  the  Cape  Ann  Campsite  in  West 

Gloucester.  ,  ^  ^  u 

She  came  across  the  bird  just  hours  before  she 
heard  news  reports  announcing  that  the  populations 
of  bald  eagles  had  rebounded  to  safe  levels. 

Files  said  she  was  able  to  get  within  10  feet  of  the 
[magnificent  bird  of  prey  while  shooting  off  a  roll  of 

31m.  . , 

,  Bluebirds,  however,  are  still  her  favorite,  said  Files, 
Iwho  appeared  recentiy  on  “Chronicle,”  Channel  5  s 
Inewsmagazine  show. 


Lil  Files  phot 

An  immature  bald  eagle  was  spotted  at  Wingaershe^ 
Beach  on  Wednesday. _  _ ^ 


ARLO  AND  JANIS  by  Jimmy  Johnson 
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The  official  state  bird,  the 
chickadee,  is  plentiful. 

But  the  commonwealth’s 
top  bird-watcher  soon  may  be| 
as  extinct  as  the  dodo. 

State  ornithologist  Brad 
Blodget  accepted  an  early 
retirement  package  from  the 
state  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  last  fall.  The 
position  has  since  remained 
vacant,  a  victim  of  the  state 
budget  shortfall. 

Some  observers  believe  the 
post  was  “frozen”  and  won’t 
1  be  filled. 

But  that  decision  hasn’t 
I  yet  been  made,  said  Katie 
I  Cahill,  spokesman  for  the 
state  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs,  which  | 
oversees  the  wildlife  division. 

“Tb  say  the  position  was 
fi*ozen  is  harsh  and  sounds  like  I 
the  vacancy  is  permanent, 

1  which  I  don’t  think  it  is,”  Cahill| 
said.  “I  know  there  are  discus¬ 
sions  within  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  about  the  position,  and| 
I  don’t  think  the  decision’s  beei 
made  whether  to  keep  the 
opening  permanent  or  vacant.”  | 
She  warned  against  con¬ 
cluding  that  the  Romney 
administration  doesn’t  care 
about  birds. 

Blodget  was  Massachusetts’] 
11th  state  ornithologist  and 
one  of  the  few  also  trained  as  a  | 
biologist.  The  first  was  the 
renowned  birder  and  author 
Edward  Howe  Forbush,  who 
served  as  state  ornithologist 
fi*om  1908  to  1920. 

“It’s  a  position  that  histori¬ 
cally  has  been  occupied  by 
politicos  and  not  necessarily 
ornithologists,  but  it’s  also 
been  occupied  by  people,  like 
Brad,  who  were  really  bird 
people,”  said  Wa3nie  Peter¬ 
son,  field  ornithologist  for  the| 
Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society.  “His  strengths  were 
in  nongame  species,  things 
other  than  hook  and  bullets. 
He  did  a  fine  job,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  player  and  someone 
who  took  his  job  seriously.” 

“His  forte  is  restoration  of 
falcons,  bald  eagles,  pere¬ 
grine  falcons  and  water  birds 
such  as  terns,  egrets  and 
herons,”  added  Thomas 
French,  assistant  director  of 
the  wildlife  division  and  also 
an  ornithologist.  


irrano  bird  soce 
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SEE  YOU  IN  SEPTEMBER 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

There  are  no  meetings  scheduled  for  the  Bird  Society^ 
during  the  winter  months.  Please  remember  our  fine  ^ 
feathered  friends  during  this  cold  time  of  year.  Maybe  take 
a  few  pictures  and  share  them  with  us  in  the  spring. 

For  further  information  please  contact:  Hugh  Wiberg,  Presi¬ 
dent  (978)  658-5892;  George  Brouillette,  Treasurer  (978)  448- 
5448;  Lii  Files.  Acting  Program  Co-Ord.  (978)  692-2520  or  Erin 
Costello,  Publicity  (978)  649-6499. 
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Marion  Stoddart,  NRWA  Founder 


To  Marion  . . . 

By  Paul Matuije,  NRWA  Prelude nt 


/  s/  <  v' 


All  of  you  who  know  Marion  Stoddart  personally  are  aware 
that  she  doesn’t  really  get  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  from  being 
“thanked”  for  everything  that  she's  done  for  us  over  all  the  last 
thirty- four  years  since  founding  the  Association.  If  I,  for  exampk 
were  to  try  thank  her  for  her  work,  I  know  just  what  she’d  repl 
She  would  say  “Oh,  yes,”  (quickly,  quietly,  and  very  politely^ 
then  she  would  Immediately  turn  to  what  she  really  does  cr 
about,  and  say  something  like  “But  what  are  we  going  to 
increasing  our  Membership,  about  strengthening  our  Outrea,. 
about  completing  the  Greenway?”  All  during  this  time  she  wouff\.^ 
be  looking  deeply  into  my  eyes  in  hopes  of  fixing  her  concerns 
indelibly,  and  forever,  on  my  consciousness. 


“Thanks”  are  of  the  Past.  Marion  is  absolutely  of  the  Now,  and  of 
the  Future.  She  urges  us  all  to  complete  the  Now  and  move  on  to 
the  Yet-to-be-Done,  and  she  does  it  with  tireless  energy.  In  May 
we  )egan  celebrating  Marlon’s  75'*’  birthday.  We  celebrate  not  so 
mu  h  with  “thanks”  as  with  our  own  efforts  and  accomplishments 
in  i  Ifilllng  the  goals  that  she  and  her  colleagues  outlined  for  the 
nJ  |ua  River  watershed  long  ago. 


The  NRWA  Celebrates  Marion's  75th  Year 

Marion  Stoddart,  born  May  26,  1928  in  Reno,  Nevada,  grew  up  on  a  farm  and 
I  graduated  from  Occidental  College.  Marion  deepened  her  interest  in  water  resources 
through  her  activity  with  the  League  of  Women  Voters.  Shortly  after  moving  to 
Groton,  she  organized  the  Nashua  River  Clean  Up  Committee. This  began  the  massive] 
citizens'  effort  to  restore  clean  water  to  the  Nashua  River,  then  one  of  the  ten  most 
polluted  rivers  in  the  US.  In  1969,  Marion  helped  found  the  Nashua  River  Watershed 
Association.  She  was  named  by  the  UN  Environmental  Programme  as  an  outstanding  i 
world-wide  worker  for  the  environment.  Marion  continues  to  serve  on  the  NRWA 
Board  and  volunteer  her  time  and  talents.  Today  the  Association  provides 
I  environmental  education  to  over  6,500  children  and  adults  annually,  offers  the  popular 
I  River  Classroom  program,  samples  water  at  selected  sites  in  the  watershed,  and] 
continues  to  support  land  protection  and  careful  use  of  natural  resources. 


The  Mad  Bluebird' 

Famous  photograph  changed  the  photographer’s  life 


By  Lisa  Poliak 

Staff  writer,  The  Baltimore  Sun 

A  picture  of  a  bluebird,  that’s  all 
he  was  after.  Not  money  and  fame, 
not  admirers  and  accolades,  not  the 
chance  to  quit  his  day  job  and  take 
pictures  full-time.  Photographing 
birds  was  his  passion;  it  always 
would  be.  One  good  shot  out  of  100 
was  worth  it. 

And  so  it  was  that  on  a  cold 
February  day  in  1979,  Michael  L. 
Smith  set  up  a  tripod  in  his  Largo 
(Maryland)  backyard,  pointed  his 
camera  toward  a  fence  post  and 
waited. 

And  waited. 

And  waited. 

He  wasn’t  trying  to  change  his 
He  wasn’t  trying  to  buy  the 
house  of  his  dreams.  He  wasn’t  trying 
to  become  Michael  Smith,  the  guy 
who  took  that  bluebird  photo. 

He  was  just  trying  to  take  a  photo 
of  a  bluebird. 

And  here  came  his  chance.  A  male 
Eastern  bluebird  flew  into  the  back¬ 
yard  and  landed  on  the  fence  post.  It 
hunkered  down.  It  fluffed  up  its 
feathers.  It  fixed  its  black  beady  eyes 
on  the  long  lens  of  the  camera. 

Sixty  feet  away.  Smith  couldn’t 
see  any  of  this.  He  sat  in  his  house, 
holding  a  remote  camera  trigger, 
watching  the  bluebird  through  a  glass 


door. 

All  he  could  see  was  that  the  bird 
was  facing  the  camera. 

Click. 

The  bird  ftew  away.  The  man  went 
on  with  his  life.  Neither,  it  seems  safe 
to  say,  had  any  idea  what  they’d 


lit-. 


^More  than  20  years  later.  Smith 
jtill  can’t  entirely  believe  it. . 


If  you  owed  your  fortune  to  a  bird, 
you  might  not  either. 

As  it  turned  out,  that  was  no 
ordinary  bluebird.  It  was  a  grumpy 
bluebird.  A  ticked-off,  glowering, 
down-in-the-beak  bluebird.  Or  so  it 
appeared  to  humans,  and  that’s  what 
mattered,  because  at  last  count 
humans  have  bought  more  than 
102,000  signed  prints  of  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  —  a  phenomenal  number 
by  most  photographers’  standards. 
And  it  doesn’t  even  include  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  “Mad  Bluebird” 
stained-glass  sun  catchers  that  have 
sold. 

In  other  words,  the  man  who  has 
spent  his  life  taking  intimate  portraits 
of  birds  —  a  photographer  who  has 
slept  in  duck  blinds,  spent  1 3  years  of 
summer  weekends  documenting  the 
habits  of  a  single  Osprey,  and  crawled 
through  his  yard  with  a  blanket  over 
his  head  to  avoid  disturbing  his 
subjects  —  achieved  his  greatest 
success  with  a  photo  he  didn’t  espe¬ 
cially  like  the  first  time  he  saw  it  and 
still  doesn’t  list  among  his  very  best. 

And  that  doesn’t  bother  him  a  bit. 


Photographer  Michael  Smith 


Thanks  to  “The  Mad  Bluebird,” 

Smith  has  quit  his  job  as  an  electri¬ 
cian,  become  a  full-time  free-lance 
wildlife  photographer,  and  traded  his 
townhouse  for  a  4,000-square-foot 
dream  home  on  13  acres  in  New 
Windsor,  Maryland.  The  financial 
details  of  his  windfall  Smith  keeps 
private.  But  consider:  Smith  charges 
$26  for  a  matted  5-by-7  print  of  “The 
Mad  Bluebird”;  the  Signals  catalog 
charges  $58  for  a  framed  5-by-7;  the 
Orvis  catalog  charges  $95  for  a 
framed  8 -by- 10. 

It’s  not  hard  to  get  the  picture. 

“It  has  put  me  in  a  whole  new 
world  financially,”  says  Smith,  “I  was 
an  electrician  for  32  years,  and  I 
made  good  money,  but  nothing  like 
this.” 

When  he  says  it,  he  doesn’t  sound 
like  he’s  gloating.  He  sounds  proud, 
grateful  and  still  plenty  stunned. 
When  Smith  moved  into  his  new 
home  in  the  fall  of  1998,  a  copy  of 
“The  Mad  Bluebird”  was  the  first 
possession  over  the  threshold;  today, 
a  giant  print  above  the  kitchen  table 
reminds  him  every  day  who  he  has  to 
thank.  He  feels  indebted  to  the  bird 
not  just  for  his  home,  but  also  for  his 
girlfriend,  Marci  Krishnamoorthy, 
whom  he  met  while  delivering  prints 
to  the  nature  store  where  she  worked. 

Despite  the  volume  of  prints  sold. 
Smith  still  signs  each  one  by  hand  — 
he  bought  a  signature  machine  but  it 
felt  too  impersonal.  He  still  gets  teary 
talking  about  the  strangers  his  photo 
has  touched,  such  as  the  old  woman 
from  Pennsylvania  with  cancer  who 
told  him  “The  Mad  Bluebird”  boosts 
her  morale.  And  he  still  seems  to 

Continued  on  page  5 
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—  ‘Tfie  Mad  Bluebird’  photograph 

Continued  from  page  4 


relish  telling  his  far-from-ovemight 
success  story. 

It  begins  in  1983,  when  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  was  used  as  the  cover  of  a 
brochure  for  a  National  Geographic 
bird  book.  People  loved  the  photo  so 
much  that  they  ripped  off  the  covers 
and  framed  them;  the  same  thing 
happened  when  the  photograph 
appeared  on  the  Duncraft  birding 
supply  cateTog  a  year  laterT 
"^‘Alot  of  our  customers  do  take 
our  covers  off,  but  the  response  to 
this  cover  was  way  off  the  charts,” 
says  Sharon  Dunn,  Duncraft  co¬ 
owner.  “Then  the  idea  occurred:  We 
should  be  offering  this  as  a  print.” 

After  the  Signals  catalog  started 
carrying  the  print  in  1 996,  sales  really 
started  to  fly;  Smith  began  filling 
orders  for  thousands,  not  hundreds,  of 
prints  at  a  time.  Today  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  is  available  in  five  cata¬ 
logs,  about  80  stores,  and  direct  from 
Smith.  (The  photo  also  is  available 
from  NABS.  See  the  box  at  the  end.) 

Smith  himself  has  taken  few 
photos  this  past  year,  in  part  because 
he’s  been  too  busy  signing,  matting, 
framing,  and  shipping  prints  to 
customers.  But  his  trigger  finger  is 
getting  itchy,  and  his  eyes  have  been 
roaming  the  woods  behind  his  house, 
where  three  feeders  and  eight  blue¬ 
bird  houses  lure  all  manner  of  sub¬ 
jects.  He’s  been  mad  about  birds  ever 
since  he  was  a  teenager;  in  his 
photographs  he  strives  to  capture 
their  personalities  and  habits. 

Here’s  a  shot  he’d  like  to  get  this 
year:  a  picture  of  a  bluebird  taking  a 
bath  in  a  pond.  It’s  easier  said  than 
done,  of  course.  Smith  will  have  to 
lure  the  bird  to  the  pond,  set  up  his 
camera  in  the  perfect  position  and 
then,  as  always,  wait  for  the  bird  to 
do  what  it’s  supposed  to. 


If  not  something  better. 

A  place  to  land,  that’s  all  he  was 
after. 

Or  so  we  will  assume.  It  wouldn’t 
be  right,  after  all,  to  end  this  story 
without  the  laird’s  side.  Particularly 
regarding  the  matter  of  his  mood. 

Speaking  for  the  bird  we  have 
Lillian  Stokes,  a  Massachusetts-based 
bluebird  expert  and  co-author  of  “The 
Bluebird  Book,”  in  which  “The  Mad 
Bluebird”  appears  on  page  13. 

Stokes:  “If  you  look  at  a  bluebird’s 
face  head  on,  they  just  happen  to  have 
the  configuration  that  we  interpret  as 
looking  angry.  The  brow  is  low,  and 
the  little  point  of  red  looks  like  their 
mouth  is  turned  down.  I  don’t  know 
the  exact  mental  state  of  that  bird,  but 
in  general  it  may  not  have  been  mad. 
A  lot  of  times  birds  hunker  down  like 
that  and  fluff  up  their  feathers  when 
they’re  cold.” 

She  speculates  that  “he’s  pr^Pbly 
thinking  about  ‘where  am  I  going  to 
get  my  next  meal  to  keep  me  warm?’ 
and  ‘I  hope  the  snow  melts  soon  so  I 
can  find  some  insects  on  the 
ground.’” 

There  you  have  it.  But  what 
difference  does  it  make?  That  once- 
anonymous  bluebird  —  who  bird 
sources  say  surely  died  years  ago  — 
has  become  “The  Mad  Bluebird.”  He 
has  attained  a  level  of  farne  that  few 
humans  can  hope  for. 
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